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Massachusetts Historical Commission age ae 


80 Boylston Street 
Baston, Massachusetts 02116 
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Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ot S | 


C Map 

Lraw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Hatherly-Portina 


Present Use Residential 


ae 


Construction Dates or Period 1930-1945 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage QP \2 Acacs 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization —_ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(aes attacned Wee ) 


q) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 





AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

Me Hatherly -Portina area is a T-shaped residential development of 48 Colonial Revival brick 1930s and 1940s single 
id two- family houses erected on the Jackson and Colwell estates. W the exception of the tract houses lining Brock 
and Beechcroft streets in the Faneuil West area , this area is the largest development of similarly rendered suburban 
housing in Allston-Brighton. This development encompasses the western half of Colwell Street as well as both sides 
of Hatherly and Portina Roads. Architecturally, the Hatherly / Portina Area provides a transition in scale and materials 
between the modest, clapboard and wood shingle -clad dwellings of Brighton Center to the large brick and stone 
trimmed apartment buildings of Commonwealth Avenue. Located within this area are red brick single -and two-family 
residences of modest scale and rectangular form, enclosed by hip and gable roofs.Planar surfaces are interrupted by the 
pointed and eliptical arches of porches and wood is emplyed for restrained trimmings.These houses exhibit at least half 
a dozen designs. A quartet of houses of identical design stand side by side at 23-35 Colwell Street (see photo, 
Fig. 1 ).Measuring three bays in width with a depth of five bays, these houses exhibit center entrances surmounted 
by shallow, projecting steeply pitched arches. Flanking the entrance bay on the first and second floors are narrow 
double windows. Enclosed by hip roofs, a single hip roofed dormer rises from the center of the main elevation's roof 
slope. 31-33 and 37-39 Hatherly Road (see photo, Fig.2 ) illustrate the subtle differences that occur within 
the designs of these houses. Both houses measure 2-bays by five bays and stand with entrance porches located at the 
southeast corner of the facade gable. The basic difference in the designs of these nearly identical houses lies in the 
eliptical arch of 31-33's main facade and the pair of semi circular arched openings that provide access to 37-39's 
porch. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The Hatherly and Portina area is historically significant as a solidly middle- class suburban enclave developed during 
the the Depression era of the 1930s. Situated on the west side of Chestnut Hill Avenue, this development represents the 
first chapter of residential construction in this section of Brighton. Chestnut Hill Avenue was formally set out by 1830 
and is probably much older. According to Brighton Historian William Marchione, the Slaughterhouse of the Winship 
“ily, founders of the Brighton Cattle Market in 1775, was located near the present intersection of Chestnut Hill 
@ enue and Academy Hill Road. The Winships responded to the provisions demands of General Washington's 
Cambridge-based army (April 1775 to March 1776) by "putting out a call to the farmers of the outlying districts to send 
their cattle on the hoof to Brighton" (or "Little Cambridge as it was then known). By 1840, Chestnut Hill Avenue was 
called Rockland Street, evidently after the hilly, ledgy terrain between Brighton Center and the Brookline line. Running 
southward from Brighton Center, this road branched off to the west through along South Street and south east to 
Brookline. By 1866, only three houses lined Chestnut Hill Avenue between the relatively densely built-up Brighton 
Center and South Street. The fact that Rockland Street's name was changed to Chestnut Hill Avenue in 1872 probably 
reflects the efforts of Brighton's town fathers to make the town more "residential development -friendly". In that year 
all cattle slaughtering was concentrated in the Abattoir rather than being widely scattered throughout Allston-Brighton. 
A picturesque name like Chestnut Hill would help to eradicate the widely held image of a community associated with the 
noxious odors, slaughter house-related carnage, and general rough and tumble atmosphere of a cattle market town. 
Hatherly / Portina's land was originally part of the estates of the Colwell and Jackson families during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases:1830,1852,1866,1875,1885, 1897,1909,1916,1925 
Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 
Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 


Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 


Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. _ 
Brighton Item, Feb.20, 1937, p.1, col.7-"Great Demand for Road Extension, More Than 1600 Signatures to Petition 


a Continuance of Hatherly Road to Foster street" 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton 
ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Hatherly-Portina 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Hatherly-Portina Area, continued 


Pointed rather than curved arches provide access to the corner entrance porch of the two-family residence at 29-31 
Portina Road (see photo, Fig.3 _). Measuring two-bays in width with a depth of four-bays, this boxy, 
rectangular brick structure is enclosed by a gable roof with clapboard sheathed attics. 


The houses numbered 34 and 38 Hatherly Road (see photo, Fig.4 ) represent the prevailing design of 
residences bordering the south side of Hatherly Road and provide evidence of a high level of design elegance not 
typically found in modest suburban tract housing of the Depression Era. These houses are three-bays wide and 
four-bays deep. Rising 2.5 stories from high concrete basements to low hip roofs, the main facade's roof slopes 
features a single hip-roofed dormer. Access to the center entrances are provided by a flight of concrete stairs which 
ascend to a small concrete platform. The rhythmic repetition of steps and platforms lend interest to the streetscape.The 
front doors are flanked by side lights and surmounted by elliptical fan lights. Tripartite windows flank the entrance 
bays of the first and second floors. 


2 Portina Road (see photo, Fig.5 ) measures three-bays in width and is four bays deep. Projecting from the 

center f the main facade is a handsome Tuscan columned entrance porch which rises from solid brick railings to an 

entablature and flat roof. Encircling the porch roof is a railing exhibiting vertical and diagonal stick work.Like the 
e of houses in the Hatherly- Portina development, this house is enclosed by a hip roof. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 





oS 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 










ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


| Property Name: Hatherly-Portina | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


| Community: Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton | | 





Historical Narrative, Hatherly -Portina Area, continued 


The 1930 Boston Business Directory indicates that the streets of this development-Hatherly Road, Portina Road and 
Colwell Avenue -had been set out but with house construction still several years away. Like Pama Gardens, the mid 
1920s residential enclave which touches this development at its southwest corner,Hatherly/Portina was evidently 
targeted for automobile rather than surface trolley commuters. Like Pama Gardens , Hatherly /Portina is mid way and 
not really within easy walking distance between the major surface trolley routes of Commonwealth Avenue and 
Washington Street. Unlike the mid 1920s Pama Gardens, Hatherly /Portina did not start out with residents 
representing diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds. Hatherly/Portina 's residents were overwhelmingly Jewish 
judging by the listing of homeowners names in the 1935 and 1940 Boston Business Directories.Numbered among the 
mid 1930s residents of Hatherly /Portina were two dentists, a dry goods shop keeper, a banker, accountant and 
insurance adjuster as well as the usual (for Allston Brighton) heavy contingent of salesmen. 


By 1935, nine houses had been built along Hatherly Road. Early Hatherly Road home owners included: Abraham M. 
Doctoroff (occupation unlisted) and Federal St. Boston accountant Louis S. Sisko at 14 Hatherly Road; 18 
Hatherly Road housed the families of Milton Stromberg, salesman and Harry R.Hurwitz, salesman ; Louis Ashry 
(occupation unlisted) and Harry Coan , dentist resided at 18 Hatherly Road; 19 Hatherly Road was the 
residence of Robert S. Kreps, banker and Sam Schertzer, "used trucks". Phillip Barron , salesman, lived at 2 2 

atherly Road, with Max Kamins, dry goods store keeper , in the second unit. 25  Hatherly Road was home to 

rnold M. Barron, salesman and Jack B. Penn, dentist. Harry Cohen (occupation unlisted) and Albert Beckwith, 
president of A. Beckwith and Co.,"riding apparel and camping equipment , 37 Essex Street, Boston, lived at 2 6 
Hatherly Road. Charles Herscovitz (C. Herscovitz and Son, Co., wholesale cloaks and suits) and Moe A. Levine 
(no occupation listed resided at 29 Hatherly Road.Salesman Ben S. Rotman and fire insurance adjuster Michel 
Shalek lived at 30 Hatherly Road. 


By 1940 , the roster of Portina Road and Colwell Avenue , just as in 1935, shows a residential population that is 
overwhelmingly Jewish and middle class.Professions include a post office clerk, policemen, pawnbrokers, presidents 
of companies and a Rabbi. Like the residents of the Rose Garden Circle development, several residents were 
employed in the manufacture and sale of clothing. By 1940, Portina Road's two dozen single family residences were 
extant .These early Portina Road homeowners included: Henry L. Bowman, manager at 1, Louis Levine, hosiery 
salesman at 2; Harold Horowitz at 3; 4 Portina Road was vacant in 1940; Maxwell Melencoff, distribution 
manager, Warner Brothers Circuit Management Corporation at 5 ; Equitable Life Insurance Co. agent Harry A. 
Goodman at 6; Maurice Kulvin, salesman at 7; Harry Lasoff, president, Holsberg and Lasoff, Inc., dress 
manufacturers at 8; 9 was vacant, Joseph Dangizer and Max H. Lefkovich, pawn broker at 10; Samuel Golden, 
Golden Wine Co. and Mayflower Beverage Co. Inc. and Aaron Hurovitz, president and treasurer Warren Hall 
Market, Inc., at 11; David L. Dorfman, branch manager, U.S. Home Outfitting Corp. at 15; Morris Needle, 
National art Co. and Warren Smoke Shop at 15a; Jacob Berman , pawn broker and Reuben Goodman, president G 
& G Liquors, Inc at 19; Louis Berger, milliner and Kermut H. Perlmutter, president of the Eastern Distilled Spirits 
Corporation at 21; Lemuel J. Bon, insurance adjuster at 25; Michael H. Cogan , manufacturers agent at 277; Max 
Minken, cleanser, at 29, Henry Sherman, treasurer, Clarendon Pharmacy, Inc. at 33; Reuben Tucker, paints at 35. 


Interestingly, Joseph H. Shubow, an important spiritual leader within the community, lived at 36 Portina Road. He 
was the Rabbi of Temple Bnai Moshe, then located at 96 Chestnut Hill Avenue, Brighton. 


@ aude B. West, post office clerk, is listed at 39 Portina Road as well as Cecil E. Lewis , police seargent at 4 0; 
cdwin D. Flanders Jr., policeman, at 41, Roland L. Hadley at 45 and Edgar S.Carpenter at 4 6.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 
{ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Hatherly-Portina Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Hatherly -Portina Area, continued 


Colwell Avenue residents in 1940 heads of house holds involved in sales, management and accounting. Joseph J. 
Halperin and Charles Shufro, druggist are listed at 23 Colwell Avenue , as well as Morris Freedman , furniture 
salesman and Alex Hershon at 2 4; Louis j. Bernstein and Alex M. Goldenberg, dentist at 277; Harry S. Alexander , 
salesman and Joseph G. Gordon, wholesale beef dealer at 28; Louis H. Nason , physician at 31; Juilius L. Berenson, 
accountant and Max S. Braverman , R.H. White department store employee at 3 2; Robert Berhoff, electrical supplies 
at 35 and Israel Coppleman at 3 6. 


By 1960, the Hatherly -Portina development continued to be populated primarily by Jewish families. Further research 
is needed to identify this suburban residential developments architect, builder and original owner. 


oO 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
| Gaston Aliste>-Br sh bo a4 Matherly - Porting 
Massachusetts Historical Commission _ 


220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 


Area Boundary © Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 





Hatherly -Portina Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


141 to 151 (odd) Chestnut Hill Ave 
23 to 35 (even) Colwell Avenue 
24 to 36 (even) Colwell Avenue 

6 to 42 (even) Hatherly Road 

7 to 45 (odd) Hatherly Road 

1 to 45 (odd) Portina Road 


2 to 44 (even) Portina Road 


FO A- A Assessor’s Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


80 Boylston Street 


Gpston, Massachusetts 02116 
LL 


as Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left NEW OU Aaeey, JUaabt ay ce Sim asteaTe eh 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


fete «| Construction Dates or Period 


Overall Condition good 


Present Use residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 0P?: \Oawes 
Ssh Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Lraw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(See Sttdched Wp) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
@\¢ centerpiece of the the Leamington /Commonwealth Avenue area consists of an oval block of 50 2-story red brick 

forgian Revival row houses which represent a unique housing development within the city of Boston. This 

development is bounded by Commonwealth Avenue to the east, Wallingford Road to the south and Leamington Road 
to the north. The single family and apartment buildings across Wallingford and Leamington Road are also included 
within this area. More specifically, this area's properties include 1729 to 1767 Commonwealth Avenue, | to 21 
Wallingford Road and 10 to 48 Leamington Road. Additionally, free standing, wooden single family houses at 4;10 - 
Wallingford Road and 5;23;43;47;51;59 and 63 Leamington Road , together with apartment houses at 14/16; 22 and © 
24 Wallingford Road constitute an outer ring of houses representative of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Georgian 
Revival styles. 


Architecturally ,the focus and most significant feature of this area are the two story, three-bay row houses situated on 
a roughly oval "island-like" block , this block is traversed by a center service alley. These diminutive Georgian 
Revival "town houses" overlook Commonwealth Avenue to the east, 2.5 story Queen Anne single family and 
Georgian three story apartment buildings to the south and more substantial Queen Anne and Shingle Style single family 
housing to the north which are situated on the lower, steep slopes of Notting Hill ; the hill, in fact, shelters the row 
houses and serves to heighten the charm of the architecture and intimate sense of an enclave apart from the more 
standard Commonwealth Avenue large-scale apartment building fare.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

communily. 
During een of 1910 to 1930 , Allston-Brighton's population doubled, rising from 27,000 to 60,000, becoming 
the most densely populated of Boston's outer neighborhoods.The introduction of the surface railway to Commonwealth 
Avenue in 1909 triggered a building boom which generally resulted in large apartment buildings being constructed 
along Commonwealth Avenue and its side streets. The modestly scaled red brick row houses of the "island" bounded 

Commonwealth Avenue, Leamington Road and Wallingford Road represents a unique response to housing needs 
kring this period in Allston -Brighton in general and along Commonwealth Avenue in particular. 


Historically, the Leamington /Commonwealth Avenue area was part of a hilly, ledgy area of fields and woodlands 
between Chestnut Hill Avenue and Washington Street that remained undeveloped until as late as 1910. Although 
Commonwealth Avenue had been set out during the late 1880s and early 1890s, streetcar service on this boulevard was 
introduced only in 1909. Originally called Massachusetts Avenue, this major traffic artery was part of a great loop 200 
foot wide streets (Beacon Street's width was later reduced to 160 feet) that included Beacon Street, Brookline as well as 
Commonwealth Avenue.Olmsted was thinking of the 400 foot wide boulevards of Paris such as Avenue L'Imperatrice 
when he set out Commonwealth Avenue. Thanks to the introduction of industrialist and real east magnate Henry 
Whitney's West End Street Railway to Beacon Street in 1887, residential development along this thoroughfare 
proceeded rapidly and architecturally was a worthy extension of the stylish and substantial residences of the Back Bay. 


Commonwealth Avenue's development was far from the "over night " success of Beacon Street, being impeded by the 
financial panic of 1893 , the difficulty inherent in traveling over its rugged terrain before the advent of the automobile 
age and the relatively late introduction of the street railway which would commence operations in 1909. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ei see continuation sheet 

Maps / Atlases-1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


@ 


[-] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 








INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 
@){ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MeRIB Tah ton 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Leamington- 
Commonwealth Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Leamington-Commonwealth Area, continued 


The row houses of the oval block bordered by Commonwealth Avenue, Leamington Road and Wallingford Road 
represent neither large apartment complexes nor substantial, free- standing single family houses. These houses 
possess individual units that are small in terms of scale but extensive in terms of expanses of curving, well - 
ornamented walls. 


Built in 1908 from designs provided by A.C. Estes, each row house in the oval Georgian Revival group 
encompassing 1729-1767 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.1-depicting 1763,1765,1767 
Commonwealth Avenue ), 1-21 Wallingford Road (see photo, Fig.2-depicting 15-21 Wallingford 
Road ) and 10-48 Leamington Road (see photo, Fig.3-depicting 38,40, 42 Leamington Road ) faces a 
small front yard; most of these yards are enclosed by shrubs. Enclosed by flat roofs, these two-story houses exhibit 
three-bay main facades which culminate in bracketed, molded metal cornices. Several houses such as 1767 
Commonwealth Avenue’ and 1,3,5 Wallingford Road retain their original front porch's wooden railings, 
balusters turned in the Georgian Revival manner and paneled plinths. The placement of the main entrances suggest 
side hall plans.The front doors' lintels alternate between arched and pedimented hoods which are composed of molded 
metal. These hoods are both curious and charming in terms of their small scale, rhythmic repetition along the curving, 
masonry surfaces of the building and the fact that they possess a retardataire Italianate sensibility. The arched hoods 

Oot return eaves and the pediments surmount scroll bracketed entablatures. In general, windows contain 1/1 wood 
ash and display wedge-shaped lintels. A key stone- edged occulus window is situated over each entrance.These 
buildings culminate in bracketed and modillion block cornices. 


Rising above this area's row houses, on the northeast side of Leamington Road, is Notting Hill, the highest eminence 
in Allston-Brighton. Perched on these slopes is an interesting collection of substantial single family residences which 
exhibit elements of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Craftsman styles. Particularly noteworthy is the sprawling Shingle 
Style house with twin gambrel gables at5 Leamington Road (see photo, Fig.4 ). Designed by Gay and 
Proctor in 1905,this rectangular 6x 3-bay house exhibits a rectangular form. Its basement and first floor are parged 
with stucco while its upper floors are covered with wood shingles. This rustic residence's main facade is dominated 
by a pair of gambrels . Extending across two thirds of the main facade is a front porch with square Craftsman style 
posts and lattice work railings. This house is situated half -way up the wooded slopes of Notting Hill and is accessed 
by a public way in the form of a flight of concrete stairs. The commodious, rectangular, Shingle Style house at 9 
Leamington Road (see photo, Fig. 5 ) is dominated by a broad street-facing gambrel with flared lower 
slopes. Designed by Mc Clean and Wright of Boston and Roslindale in 1903, this 3.5-story, 6-bay, double pile house 
exhibits a one story south east ell. Resting on a high ledge stone basement, its upper floors are sheathed with wood 
shingles. Exhibiting asymmetrical fenestration, an off center oriel is sheltered by the deep overhang of the gambrel. 
Prominently sited at the corner of Wallingford Road , 63 Leamington Road (see photo, Fig. 6  ), represents a 
deft blend of the Queen Anne, Jacobethan and Craftsman styles. Essentially rectangular in form, this 4-bay, wood 
shingle-sheathed double pile house is enclosed by an intersecting gable roof with half-timbered gables. Designed by 
Mc Lean and Wright it was built by h.C. Brown in 1903. 


The west side of Wallingford Street features a more eclectic collection of houses and apartments. Built between 
1910-1915,4 Wallingford Road (see photo, Fig. 7) is asolid, well-executed example of a Queen 
Anne/Shingle side house with Colonial Revival porch elements. Like most Shingle Style houses, 4 Wallingford Road 
r celebrates rustic materials and rough textures of building materials. This house rises 2.5 stories from a high ledge 
" stone basement probably quarried on site, to an intersecting gable roofs.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
Community: Form No: 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Leamington-Commonwealth 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Leamington-Commonwealth Area , continued 
The main elevation's roof slope sweeps over the open porch and is supported by pairs and clusters of Tuscan 


columns. Also included in this area are a pair of plain, red brick , rectangular apartments at 22 and 24 
Wallingford Road (see photo, Fig.8 ) which exhibit elements of the Georgian Revival style. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton,MA 


Property Name: Leamington-Commonwealth 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Leamington-Commonwealth , continued 


The oval group of red brick Georgian Revival row houses at 1729 to 1767 Commonwealth Avenue, 10-48 
Leamington Road and 1-21 Wallingford Road (see photos, Figs. 1, 2, 3 ) represent a unique response 
the housing needs of commuters taking advantage of the new electric streetcar service available on Commonwealth 
Avenue in Allston-Brighton by 1909. Constructed in 1909 by A.S.N. Estes, engineer, these diminutive dwellings 
were built on land owned by the J. Smith Homans trustees during the 1870s. In 1885, site was part of Reuben E. 
Demmons tract. By 1899, this land was owned by the Westmoreland Land Company. Owners of these houses in 

1930 included Irish Jewish and Anglo families. Occupations of the residents of 10-48 Leamington Road included 
book keepers, stewards,managers, policemen and agents. 1729 -1767 Commonwealth Avenue's occupants 
encompassed salesmen, clerks, custom house staff, dressmakers, and an editor. Residing in the western component of 
this oval block during the 1930s were were a teacher, credit manager and lawyer. 


Situated on the lower slopes of Notting Hill across from the Leamington Road row houses are a half dozen large 
residences designed for families of comfortable means. The Queen Anne house at5 Leamington Road (see 
photo, Fig.4 _) was built in 1905 from plans provided by Gay and Proctor, 21 Bromfield Street, Boston. Built for 
S. A. Stevens, it was owned by Mrs. Honora Ducy by 1930. 


he commodious Shingle Style residence at 9 Leamington Road (see photo, Fig.6 ) was built in 1903 for 
wiarvey C. Brown. In 1899 its land is shown as Lot #123 on the Westmoreland Company's plan for a large 
development on the northwest side of Washington Street extending from Washington Street to Leamington Road. 
By 1930, this house was owned by cabinet maker Charles L. Soule. 


The Queen Anne house at 63 Leamington Road (see photo, Fig. 7) was built in 1903 from plans provided by 
Mc Lean and Wright. During the 1920s and '30s, Thomas F. Broderick, physician lived in this residence. 


4 Wallingford Road (see photo, Fig.8 _) has significant historical associations with Ada B. Frisbee, 
corresponding secretary of the Womens Christian Temperance Union. Active in the struggle to render alcoholic 
beverages illegal in the United States, Mrs. frisbee lived in this house with her husband Walter, a clerk associated with 
a business based on Water Street in Boston. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Check all that apply: 


C0 Individually eligible ( Eligible only in a historic district 
1 Contributing to a potential historic district) Potential historic district 


Reriterias er eleaeere A Dig he Cp ele) 
Criteria Considerations: LJ A 3B. Cl Co BP isle) akeieile) Fi. LlaG 


Statement of Significance by g, wo WwW, Un Dit. bie 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified bere. 


Leamington-Commonwealth Area 


Considered eligible as unusual component of the historic Commonwealth Avenue streetscape. In 
contrast to the more typical three- to- five-story apartments bordering this thoroughfare, this 
segment of Commonwealth Avenue is characterized by modestly scaled , two-story red brick 
Georgian Revival row houses. Designed by Boston engineer A.S.N. Estes and built in 1909, these 
houses form a unique oval configuration of three groups of row houses , including 1723 to 

1767 Commonwealth Avenue, 10-48 Leamington Road and 1-21 Wallingford Road. 
Additionally, this area encompasses several substantial early 20th century residences bordering the 
southwest side of Wallingford Road and the northeast side of Leamington, most notably 9 and 
63 Leamington Road, both dating to 1903, designed by Boston architects Mc Lean and Wright 
and built by Hervey C. Brown of Roslindale, MA.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 


7/92 


FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

yi 


C= 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s) 


Oi Map 

Law a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


pep 


Town Boston, MA 





Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Commonwealth-Ransom 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1910-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage _Q op. DS acres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) January, 1996 


(see atrached way) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


Commonwealth / Ransom area, encompasses an architecturally significant collection of apartment houses. For the 
purposes of this survey,this area is essentially a linear district of large, early -20th -century apartment houses which 
rise from the eastern and western slopes, as well as the of top of Corey's Hill in Allston -Brighton. The primary 
purpose of delineating this area is to highlight an architecturally significant streetscape bordering an important segment 
of the Frederick Law Olmsted- designed Commonwealth Avenue. Originally called Massachusetts Avenue , 
Commonwealth Avenue (1884-1893) was part of the larger, Olmsted-designed Chestnut Hill Circuit which is linked 
with Beacon Street, Brookline. This area is bounded by 88 to 118 Washington Street on northeast and 1607 to 
1727 Commonwealth Avenue on the southwest (Washington Street to Leamington Road ). Its northern boundary 
includes the back lot lines of 1705 to 1727 Commonwealth Road, both sides of Euston Road, the west side of 
Colborne Road, the south side of Ransom Road and the back and side lot lines of Washington Street. 


This area encompasses the highest, most rugged terrain of the Olmsted-designed segment of Commonwealth Avenue 
in Allston Brighton. Looking east from atop Corey's Hill are spectacular views of Boston. The apartment buildings 
between Washington Street and Colborne Road overlook a section of Commonwealth avenue that contains narrow, 
grass covered, tree- shaded and bench dotted park land. Between Euston and Leamington Roads, the park segments 
become steep shrub- covered embankments that slope down from an elevated traffic lane to three traffic lanes and a 
surface trolley line. The embankment, trolley tracks and lack of north -south streets crossing Commonwealth Avenue 
between Washington St. and Wallingford Roads isolates this area from neighborhoods to the south.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Historically, the Commonwealth Avenue/Ransom Road area remained among the least developed sections of 
Allston-Brighton due to its steep, rugged terrain . As late as the 1890s, the James Dana house stood near the site of 116 
Washington Street and was the only house within the boundaries of this area. This house is shown on the 1852 
Sidney map and maybe one of the houses shown on the Hales Map of 1831.The story of this area's development as an 

artment district begins with the planning and setting out of Commonwealth Avenue between 1884 and 1893. 

4ederick Law Olmsted's original plan called for Commonwealth Avenue, west of Washington Street to be treated as a 
single roadway , 200 feet wide, winding past steep ledges and around groups of trees. This approach would have been a 
radical departure from the symmetrical, three lane segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Brighton Avenue and 
Washington Street. For what ever reason the symmetrical approach was continued all the way to Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir. By 1909, the electric trolley was plying its way up Corey's Hill and the first apartment houses on the north 
side of Commonwealth Avenue were built shortly thereafter. 


Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) was the founder of the profession of landscape architecture in North America. 
Born in Connecticut, Olmsted is perhaps best known (together with Calvert Vaux) for his planning of Central Park in 
New York City during the 1850s.Other highlights of Olmsted's career included Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New York; 
the campus of Stanford University in Palo Alto, California; and Boston's Emerald Necklace park system, beginning in 
1876. i 


Represented within this area are apartment buildings designed by such noteworthy Boston architectural firms as 
Newhall and Blevins, F. William Beal and Sons, Silverman , Brown and Hienan, John C. Foley, Saul E. Moffie, and 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1831 J.G. Hales; 1852 Sidney Map, 1866 Stockyards Map; Suffolk Co. Atlases: 1875.1885; 
1897;1909;1916 and 1925. 
1930 Boston Directory.Marchione, William P., The Bull in the Garden 
Marchione, William P., Uncommon Suburbs: Suburbanization At The Western Edge of Boston, 1820-1873; 
Sarna, Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen, The Jews of Boston(1995); 
Tucci, Douglass Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb(1978); 

@ ‘2itzevsky, Cynthia, Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park System 





[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Commonwealth - Ransom Area, continued 


In general , the apartment buildings in this area range in height from 3 to 6 stories. Constructed of tan, yellow and red 
brick with cast stone utilized for entrance surrounds and other trimmings,these multi -family structures exhibit 
elements of the Classical, Renaissance and Georgian Revival styles. The most architecturally significant feature of this 
area is the expanse of apartment buildings along Commonwealth Avenue which ascend and surmount Corey's Hill, 
serving as attractive backdrops for the park medians and embankments of this boulevard-like thoroughfare. 


Provide an effective backdrop for Commonwealth Avenue's narrow park corridor, 1607 Commonwealth 
Avenue and 1615 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.1 ) are L- and T-shaped early 1920s structures 
which together with the L-shaped 1619 Commonwealth Avenue present an unbroken expanse of planar wall 
surfaces between Washington Street and Claymoss Road. Representing the work of J. William Beal 1607 
Commonwealth Avenue (1922) is 5-bays wide and 10-bays deep. Rising to a height of five stories, its first floor 
is faced with cast stone while its upper floors are constructed of red brick. Its main entrance is set within an elegant 
Renaissance Revival console key stone arch. Cast stone lintel and sill courses appear above the fourth floor windows 
and below those of the fifth floor. Above the top floor windows is a molded metal modillion block cornice. 1615 
Commonwealth Avenue's 8-bay main facade exhibits a rusticated cast stone first floor. The center entrance is 
surmounted by a swans neck scroll rendered in the Georgian Revival manner. Cast ston quoins flank the end bays of 

oe: principle elevation. In general, windows are square headed with the exception of the arched top floor 
windows.The cornice is divided into small square brick panels with cast stone surrounds. 


1625 -1645 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.2 ) is composed of six interlocking 
H-shapes.Constructed of brown brick, this complex rises to a height of 3.5 stories . This building's main facade 
features 15 narrow, polygonal bays interspersed between sections measuring a single bay in width for a total of 32 
-bays. The edges of the entrance bays are set off by brick quoins. Entrances are recessed within key stone arches and 
flanked by Corinthian pilasters exhibiting ornate panels. Access to the front doors are provided by low concrete steps. 
The flat roof is encircled by a low brick parapet rising from a molded cast stone cornice. 


In terms of form the standard E, H,U-shaped and V-shaped complexes prevail as is the case in other Allston-Brighton 
apartment districts. Designed by Boston architect J.C. Foly, 1675 -1681 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, 
Fig.3 ) is a 4-story tan brick, cast stone trimmed Renaissance Revival building that "fans out" in a V-formation on 
its corer lot. The single bay entrance facade is located on the "spine" of the building. The front doors are recessed 
within a shallow arched entry way. The third floor window exhibits ornate enframents. Cast stone sill courses 
separate the first and second floors and the third and fourth floors.The side walls are 19-bays deep and are enlivened 
by projecting polygonal bays.Encircling the flat roof is a low brick parapet. 


Another apartment building dramatically anchoring its corner is the yellow brick 1681 Commonwealth Avenue 
(see photo, Fig.4 ). Like 1675-1681 Commonwealth Avenue, the architect of this building has made the most of 
an irregular lot, with 4-bay side walls fanning out from curved facades flanking a two-bay entrance bay. Bow fronts 
extend from the center of the side walls and enliven the northeast corner of the building. This Classical Revival and 
Georgian Revival building 's main facade exhibits paired entrances with Doric pilasters surmounted by cornice headed 
entablatures. (continued) 
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Description, Commonwealth-Ransom, continued 


Rising three stories from a low basement, elevations culminate in molded metal modillion block cornices. Only two 
windows located on the second and third floors of the entrance bay retain original sash configurations consisting of 
12/1 wood sash. The remaining windows contain 1/lwood sash and are surmounted by splaid, key stone lintels. 


The most highly visible landmark on this hilltop is the 6-story Classical Revival red brick apartment at 1687-1695 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 5). Built c. 1920, it was designed by Saul E. Moffie. Measuring 
12-bays in width , its main facade exhibits four polygonal bays . 


Perched high on a rise overlooking an embankment descending to Commonwealth Avenue, the Tudoresque and 
Classical Revival 1705-1711 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.6 _) is composed of two interlocking, 
four story H-shaped forms. Ranged across the main facade are four story polygonal bays. Center entrances are 
memorably enframed by two-story Doric pilasters which rise two stories to a swans neck scroll pediment. The facades 
culminate in high parapets. 


1713-1715 Commonwealth Avenue _ (see photo, Fig.7 _) is characterized by two interlocking H-shaped 
forms containing two interior court yards.Pairs of three storyTuscan columned porches are nestled into the corners 
oe by the intersection of three bay entrance facades and single bay flanking wings. 


Presenting a continuous, flat, five- story masonry wall exhibiting elements of the Classical, Renaissance and 
Georgian Revival styles, Although not situated on Commonwealth Avenue, the groups of well-rendered Renaissance 
and Regency Revival apartments at 4-16 and 24-36 Ransom Road. 24-36 Ransom Road (see photo, 
Fig.8 ) is a four story composed of interlocking I-shaped forms. This 1920s building's main facade possesses a 
memorable streetscape characterized by a rhythmic repetition of small and shallow Tuscan columned porches, square 
bays and stepped parapets. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Historical Narrative, Commonwealth -Ransom Area, continued 


Samuel S. Levy. The majority of these buildings date between 1917 and 1930, unlike sections of Commonwealth 
Avenue further to the east which have a larger representation of pre-1917 apartments.Before discussing the architects 
associated with the buildings of this apartment district and their early inhabitants a word should be mentioned 
regarding the late 19th/early 20th century land ownership of this area. 


During the mid- to -late 19th century this area was divided into several large tracts. Set out as early as the 1650s, 
Washington Street , the oldest road in this area, was part of a highway linking Brookline, Brighton and Newton . 
The west side of Washington Street, between what is now Commonwealth Avenue and Euston Road, was owned by 
the Horace Jordan and James Dana families. Jordan was the President of the Brighton Five Cents Savings Bank. His 
house was situated on the east side of Washington Street, approximately opposite 88/96 Washington Street. Jordan's 
land on the west side of this thoroughfare encompassed over 130,000 square feet. James Dana seems to have been a 
gentleman farmer whose house was located on or near the site of the present apartment building at 116 Washington 
Street. During the 1880s, Dana's house and land was owned by William H. Monroe, a major Corey's Hill landowner 
whose house once stood in the vicinity of the Mount Hood /Egremont Roads intersection. Much of the land south and 
west of what is now Colborne Road was owned by the Horace Pierce family during the mid-late 19th century. The 
Pierce house was located at the intersection of Union and Washington Streets. By the late 1890s, the undeveloped 

oun tract was owned by the Westminster Land Company. The Dana /Monroe land also became part of the 
westminster tract. The 1897 Atlas shows Claymoss and Colborne Streets as proposed streets within the 
Westminster tract. By 1909, this still undivided tract, bounded by Washington, Commonwealth, Bournedale and 
Union Streets was owned by the heirs of Horace W. Jordan who apparently were the principals of the Westminster 
Land Company of the late 1890s. Further research will probably show that Monroe and the Jordan heirs formed the 
Westminster Land Co. to take advantage of the new possibilities for residential development afforded by 
Commonwealth Avenue's completion in 1893. 


Just as Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton was completed, the Financial Panic of 1893 ruined possibilities for house 
construction along Commonwealth Avenue. Recovery lagged and it was only after the introduction of the electric 
trolley through the area in 1909 that apartment house construction began in earnest. Large multi- unit buildings rather 
than single and two family housing was built in this area and other areas bordering Commonwealth Avenue to 
accommodate large numbers of new arrivals to the area --largely Jewish and Irish commuters in search of easy access 
to jobs in downtown Boston. Between 1910 and 1930, Allston-Brighton's population doubled from 27,000 to 
60,000. 


During the 1910's, Ransom Rowe, Ransom’ Road's namesake, owned much of the land in this area and he must 
have been a very rich man by the time the last apartment buildings in this area were nearing completion during the late 
1920s. Rowe's work is listed as "treasurer, 1607 Commonwealth avenue, house at 1132 Commonwealth Avenue." 
Rowe's multi -lot tract was bounded by Union, Washington, Commonwealth and Colborne Streets. Ransom Road , 
at least on paper, seems to have existed as Hartley Road during the early 1900s. It was not until the 1920s that 
Ransom Road was built up with handsome apartments along its south side, including the (continued) 
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In 1925, Herman Weisberg -built and developed Georgian Revival red brick apartments at 24-38 Ransom Road 
(see photo, Fig.8 ) A sampling of the tenants living at24 and 28 Ransom Road in 1930 reveals 
representatives of a diversity of ethnic groups typical of Allston-Brighton in the 1910s-30s, including: Constantine 
Sonslides, Sullivan S. Banks, master mariner, Israel] Altshuler, V.P., Plymouth Underwear Co., David Cohen, 
Raymond E. Malouin, Charles E. Dillon, auto tester, Richard M. Gottsman, chauffer, David Mc Mutrtie, Jr., manager, 
Joseph Dosick, Parkway Deli, William J. Barron and Joseph J. Benedict. 


Other major landowner / developers in this area during the 1910's included Charles H. Belledeu of Dorchester owner 
of 1705-1711 Commonwealth Avenue's lots, Henry Sklaver owner of 1719-1725 Commonwealth 
Avenue as well as several others. In 1930, a sampling of tenants in 1719 and 1721 Commonwealth Avenue 
included John W. Bockley, janitor, 259 Washington Street, Roy O. Kinsinger, assistant auditor, Jeremiah E. 
O'Keefe, Myer Applebaum, cigar manufacturer, Morris Dean, engineer, E.A. Russell, Mrs. Charles B. Hall, Joseph 
Libby, Atlas Investment Co., Richard H. Mc Kenna, real estate, Henry A. Pestall, salesman , Lawrence J. Cowle and 
Ben A. Young, collector. 


96-98 Washington Street was built in 1922-23 for the Washington Heights building corporation which was 

@eadquartered at 85 Devonshire Street, Boston. Its builder was the F. J. Van Etter Co and its designs were provided 
Ly J. William Beals Sons, architects. J. Williams Beal (1855-1919) founder of this firm, built-up a New 
England-wide architectural practice that was continued by his sons. Beals was born in South Scituate (Norwell, MA) , 
studied at M.I.T. and found employment for a time with the major U.S. architects Richard Morris Hunt and Mc Kim, 
Mead and White in New York City. He began his Boston practice in 1888. Examples of this firms work include the 
Plymouth County Hospital, Brockton Jail, and numerous residences. 


The Boston-based Newhall and Blevins designed the red brick Tudoresque apartments at 100/104 
Washington Street in 1916. In practice from 1900 to 1925, Newhall and Blevins ' designed the Boston City Club, 
East Boston Municipal Gymnasium, Third Congregational Church in Cambridge as well as the Burton Halls 
apartments at 10 Dana Street (1909), one of the finest examples of a Tudor court yard plan apartment complex in the 
Boston area.Louis Chapell Newhall was born at Malden , MA. in 1869. He studied at Tufts College, M.L.T. as well 
as Rotch Travelling scholarship-supported studies in Europe (1898-1900). Albert H. Blevens (1874-1946) was born 
and educated in Boston. After graduating from Harvard in 1898 he joined Newhall in a highly successful practice that 
lasted until Newhall's death in 1925. 


1625-1645 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.2 ) and4-16 Ransom Road were designed by 
Silverman , Brown and Heenan in 1925. Rosalind Pollan notes in the BLC's 1983 Fenway survey that "David 
R. Silverman, Parker J. Brown and Edward F. Heenan were active as a firm during the 1920s and 30s. David 
Silverman started out as the principal of Silverman Engineering Co. During the early 1900s he was designing brick 
apartments in Dorchester and Roxbury and just before World War I responsible for developing entire streets of three 
deckers in Mattapan." 


1705 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 6 ) was built in 1916 by the Boston architectural firm of 

Desmond and Lord. Examples of their work include the entrance to the Franklin Park Zoo and the park's White 
tadium, numerous apartment buildings in Roxbury, The Fenway and Allston -Brighton as well as the Clapp 
Aemorial Building and Press Herald Building (both early 1920s) in Portland, Maine. (continued) 
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Examples of Silverman, Brown, Heenan's apartment house work is well represented in the Fenway as well Allston 
-Brighton .The original owner of 4-16 Ransom Road was Barney Hurwitz, a major real estate developer in Allston 
Brighton during the 1910s,20s and 30s. 


By 1950, Allston -Brighton , with a population of just four square miles and a population of 70,000 had the highest 
density level of any of the city's outer suburbs. After World War I, the Commonwealth Avenue/Ransom Road area 
as well as other sections of Allston-Brighton suffered from the major problem of traffic congestion on two local 
east-west commuter arteries: Brighton Avenue-North Beacon Street and Commonwealth Avenue. So many accidents 
were occurring on Commonwealth Avenue, Olmsted's late Victorian Era carriage way that the local newspaper 
referred to it as "The Boulevard of Broken Limbs". As the paper wrote in 1948: "Something has to be done with 
Commonwealth Avenue, the broad and landscaped parkway that is perhaps Allston-Brighton's handsomest 
thoroughfare and undoubtedly its most lethal one. Multi-laned, well-paved, and alluring to the motorist made fretful by 
the cold molasses in Boston's ever cooking traffic jam, it is the Circe of highways." According to Brighton Historian 
William Marchione" the construction (during the 1950s) of Storrow Drive, a four lane highway linking North 
Brighton and North Station, the Soldiers' Field Road extension , and the Massachusetts Turnpike Extension did the 
most to relieve the congestion problem." 


During the post war years, the Jewish community continued to grow in size and influence in these years as large 
numbers of Jews left crowded neighborhoods in the North End, West End and Roxbury neighborhoods of Boston. 
By 1950, Jews made up about 20 percent of Allston-Brighton's population and nearly half that of the Commonwealth 
Avenue section. 


During the 1950s and 1960s, the growth of three major Universities within and adjacent to Allston-Brighton 's 
boundaries resulted in the rapid growth of residents between the ages of 15 and 29. 

Allston-Brighton ceased to be a largely "family - oriented" . Allston -Brighton was (and still is) one of the 
neighborhoods these schools look to provide off-campus housing when on-campus accomadations can not keep up 
with the demand. 


Additionally, the number of elderly people residing at Packard's Corner and other apartment house districts in Allston 


-Brighton rose significantly after World War II. The 1930's directories, however, with many listings for what appears 
to be widows and retirees, indicates this area has long been an enclave of an older population. 
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Statement of Significance by ___& dward Ww Gordon 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Commonwealth-Ransom Area 


Qualifies as a key component in the Commonwealth Avenue streetscape. Although Frederick Law 
Olmsted’s original plans for this boulevard have been compromised over time by the introduction 
of the electric street railway in 1909 and considerable liberties taken with his original design 
intentions, this avenue , nevertheless, remains architecturally intact from its intensive, World War 
I era development. Situated on the northwest side of Commonwealth Avenue between Washington 
Street and Leamington Road, this area affords spectacular views of Boston. The Commonwealth 
Avenue/Ransom Road area occupies part of the top of Corey Hill, an eminence that straddles the 
Boston/Brookline line. This area ranks among Boston’s major c. 1900 to 1930 apartment house 
quarters, along with the East and West Fens in Boston and the Grove Hall section of Roxbury. 

Represented within this area are apartment buildings designed by Desmond and Lord at 
1705/1707 Commonwealth Avenue (1916) and Silverman, Brown and Heenan at 1625- 
1645 Commonwealth Avenue (1925).This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National 
Registe of Historic Places. 
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Commonwealth-Ransom Road Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


6 to 28 (even) Colborne Road 


10 to 22 (even) Colborne Road 

1607 to 1725 (odd) Commonwealth Avenue 
2 to 8 (even) Euston Road 

8 to388 (even) Ransom Road 


80 to 116 (even) Washington Street 
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Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ae 


Bich Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
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USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Boston-S 
Town Boston, MA 
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Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Cleveland Circle-Englewood 


Present Use _ Residential/commercial 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1880-1930 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Storefronts added 
to first floor of apts at 1916-1946 Beacon Street 


Acreage _aop 2. Le dcres err meviey 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm. 


Date (month/year) March 1996 


( see Atyached haw ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
2 Cleveland Circle-Englewood area is noteworthy for its stylish and substantial collection of single family Queen 
Mic, Shingle and Colonial Revival residences. Commonwealth Avenue, between Chiswick Road and Chestnut Hill 
Avenue, is lined with architecturally significant Classical and Georgian Revival apartment buildings. Together with 
their relatively ample front lawns, these buildings constitute one of the most memorable segments of this boulevard. 


For the purposes of this survey, the Cleveland Circle/Englewood Area is bordered on three sides by major traffic 
arteries: Beacon Street and Cleveland Circle on the south, Chestnut Hill Avenue on the west, Commonwealth Avenue ° 
on the north. The northeastern border is formed by Chiswick Road, Selkirk (western segment) and Strathmore roads 
(see map for a more exact boundary description). This area represents the extreme southeast corner of Brighton, 
bordering the Brookline town line. Its street pattern is considerably less complex and its terrain not as rugged as that of 
the adjacent Aberdeen area to the north/northeast. Architecturally significant streetscapes include Commonwealth 
Avenue; between Chiswick Road and Chestnut Hill Avenue. This segment of the avenue is dominated primarily by 
large apartment buildings with relatively generous set backs from the curb; great expanses of 3-5 story masonry. 
facades, both flat and undulating with polygonal bays over look hedge-bordered front yards. The "interior" of this area 
is characterized by an eclectic mix of apartment buildings and Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Colonial Revival single- 
family residences that survive to provide a glimpse of this area's more suburban, late 19th century appearance. At the 
center of this area's street system is the great X-shaped configuration formed by the intersection of Englewood 
Avenue and Strathmore Road. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
During ARP 19th century, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area developed as an area of upscale Queen Anne, Shingle 
and Colonial Revival residences of well-to-do commuters. This area represents the south west corner of an area called 
Aberdeen by 19th -century developers and homeowners. This area encompassed the areas called Aberdeen and Upper 
Chestnut Hill, for the purposes of this survey (see Area Forms ).In general, the Aberdeen area was characterized 
“v winding ways set out through rugged, ledgy and wooded terrain. Its streets still bear English and Scottish names 
ei were apparently thought by late 19th century developers to add to the allure and status of a residential development. 


Although most of the area bordering Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton was primarily developed between 
1910 and 1930, the Cleveland Circle/Englewood Area has a longer development time frame, roughly the period from 
1870 to 1950.Nothing remains to document the earliest development in this area which occurred c. 1870 on the 
triangular block formed by Chestnut Hill Avenue, Englewood Avenue and Sutherland Road.The large apartment 
building at 370-374 Chestnut Hill Avenue/ 1962-2002 Beacon Street and 2 Sutherland Road currently occupies much of 
the site of the three houses shown on the Middlesex County deed plan dated 1873 (Vol.1279, p.64). An early owner of 
these houses was a Mr. Morton. Once one of the more remote sections of Brighton, this southwest corner of the town 
came to the attention of the general public beginning in 1865. In that year, work began on the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, 
just to the west of the Cleveland Circle area. Completed in 1870, the Chestnut Hill Reservoir was the largest public 
works project in the history of Allston-Brighton. Although its construction was recommended as early as 1859, the 
Civil War delayed this undertaking. This reservoir was built to concentrate the city's water supply in one large storage 
facility rather than in the four small facilities which had been scattered around Boston.Despite the scenic presence of the 
Chestnut Hill Reservoir, residential development was delayed by the recession of 1873 . (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases-1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


[-] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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[ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Significance, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


The north side of Cleveland Circle is distinguished by the "place making" building at 1962-2002 Beacon Street. 
(see photo, Fig.1 ) Designed in the Classical Revival and Georgian Revival styles,this large cast stone and tan 
brick building dominates the Sutherland Road/Beacon Street/Chestnut Hill corner at Cleveland Circle.This 6-story 
building stands apart from neighboring structures by virtue of its height which buildings exceeds the neighborhood 
standard of 3-stories. The great expanse of its walls is relieved by square and polygonal bays. The monumental Doric 
columns of its Chestnut Hill Avenue entrances contribute to this building's striking appearance. 


Although altered by the addition of modern storefronts , the bowed three- story facades of the yellow brick apartment 
buildings at 1914-1960 Beacon Street (see photo, Fig.2 ), also add interest to the northeastern side of 
Cleveland Circle. These apartments stretch from Ayr Road to Cleveland Circle and extend around the corner to include 
1-7 Sutherland Road. 


The section of this area east of Sutherland Road and north of Beacon Street is characterized by a diverse collection of 
substantial , turn-of-the -century single- family residences as well as apartments dating from c. 1910 to 1950.The 
southern "leg"of Strathmore Road, between Englewood Avenue and Beacon Street is lined with apartment buildings 


_ characterized by a variety of forms and historic architectural styles.For example, 39 -47 Strathmore Road (see 


a 


yhoto, Fig. 3 ), is a group of five, three -story, bow- front apartments . Built to house three families, these 


residences have the scale and overall appearance of an elegant row of Georgian Revival single-family row houses. 
The sinuous lines of this group's bow fronts is continued around the corner by the red brick Georgian Revival 
apartments at 48-50 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig.4 ). Composed of contiguous rectangular and 
L-shaped, three-story forms, these buildings are prominently sited at the southeast corner of Strathmore Road and 
Englewood Avenue; the broad, bowed wall of this corner, memorably addresses the Englewood/Strathmore roads 
intersection. Combining elements of the Tudor and Georgian Revival styles, its Englewood Avenue wall features 
paired entrances which are flanked by Ionic pilasters. Above the entrances are a pair of recessed two-story porches; the 
top floor porches are recessed within segmental headed arches. 48-50 Englewood Avenue's flat roof is encircled by a 
low parapet ornamented by cast stone panels and arched segments. Across the street at 48-52 Strathmore Road 
are the Art Deco Strathmore Court Apartments (see photo, Fig.5). This U-shaped, tan brick building has a 
T-shaped court yard which opens on to Strathmore Road. Particularly noteworthy is the cast stone Art Deco ornament 
of its entrance facades which consists of stepped and fluted piers. The upper stories of the four -bay entrance facades 
feature brick piers which separate windows with apron panels containing recessed diamond -shaped ornamental 
detail.Flanking the entrance bays are open porches with ornamental iron railings. 


Strathmore Road, northwest of Englewood Avenue, is almost completely lined with substantial apartment 
buildings. Particularly noteworthy is the Art Moderne apartment building at 65 Strathmore Road (see photo, 
Fig.6 _). Its 4-bay entrance wall is flanked by projecting wings . These wings are stepped and partially shelter a 
landscaped , open court yard. The salient features of this H-shaped building, and indeed the Art Moderne style include 
planar red brick surfaces which are pierced by large casement windows . Ornament is limited to simple, narrow, bar 
window sills, which in the case of corner casements, project beyond the intersection of the window planes. This 
building celebrates clean lines, planar masonry wall surfaces and windows that nod to an industrial 
aesthetic.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Community: Form. No: 
@{ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Cleveland Circle — 
ENGIlEWooD Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


Set out between 1896 and 1898, between Strathmore and Ayr roads, the north side of the street is built up with single 
-family, yellow brick Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses numbered 11 to 27 Orkney Road, while the south side is 
lined with several large apartment buildings, including 10-14 and 20-22 Orkney Road. Particularly noteworthy is the 
streetwall at32 to 46 and 41 -47 Orkney Road (see photo, Fig.7 ). On the north side of Orkney Road, the 
Classical/Georgian Revival 41-47 Orkney Road's 3-story polygonal bays and well-detailed molded metal cornices 
provide an interesting contrast to the more sinuous bow front apartments at 32 to 36 Orkney Road across the 

street. The Georgian Revival apartments at 36-46 Orkney Street also exhibits the same exterior design as 1914-1930 
Beacon Street , to the rear of the Orkney Road group. 


The Cleveland Circle/Commonwealth Avenue area also contains substantial single family residences although not as 
extensive as those found in the Aberdeen area just to the northeast. Englewood Avenue, between Sutherland and 
Strathmore Road, is bordered by the earliest housing in the area. Built in 1886 from designs provided by C. R. Beal, 
#89 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig.8) ranks among the oldest single family residences in this area. 
Possessing an irregular form, it is constructed of red brick with rock -faced brown stone trimmings. Formally finished 
on all sides, its walls culminate in corbelled cornices. Enclosed by a slate- shingled hip roof, single and double gable 
roof dormers rise from its slopes. Designed in the Queen Anne style, its main 2.5 story (Englewood Avenue) facade 
sverlooks a 5 foot high brick terrace. The main facade exhibits a flat 2-bay segment containing the main entrance 

altered by the installation of a modern glass and metal door) and a polygonal bay. The three bay Sutherland Road 
facade exhibits an off center square, one- story bay. 


84 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 ) across the street, is a fine example of the Spanish Colonial style. 
Constructed of stucco -covered brick, its three bay main facade exhibit a full -length porch with piers supporting 
segmental arches. On either side of the center entrance are projecting square bays containing tripartite windows on the 
first and second floors. The entrance bay rises three stories, achieving a tower-like appearance. Typical of the Spanish 
Colonial style, eaves exhibit exposed rafters while the roofing material is red Mediterranean tiles. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


58 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig. 10 ), another product of 1890s construction in this area, is a 
symmetrical, three bay, double pile Georgian Revival residence. Its substantial clapboard -sheathed main facade 
features a center pavilion with Tuscan columned front porch , second floor Palladian window and pedimented gable 
containing an oval window. Flanking the center pavilion ,on the first and second floors, are 8/1 wood sash windows 
exhibiting raised moldings. Culminating in a denticulated cornice, this house is enclosed by a gable roof. 


In this area, isolated examples of single family houses are located on streets dominated by large apartment houses. 
Situated on a wooded lot , the Shingle Style ,c. 1890 105 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig. 11), is the only 
single -family house on Strathmore Road between Commonwealth Avenue and Chiswick Road. Built for Horace J. 
Phipps of Phipps, Slocum Company, makers of stained and leaded glass", this 2.5-story house possesses a towered, 
rectangular form. Capped by a conical roof, the tower's first floor porch is enclosed by multi -pane windows flanked 
by Tuscan columns; the columns rise from a high rubble stone porch railing. This wood- shingle- sheathed house 
rises from a moderately high rubble stone basement to a low pitched gable roof. 


Similarly, 1860 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.12 ) is the sole, single- family residence between 

Chiswick Road and Chestnut Hill Avenue. This hip roofed 2.5 story stucco covered house measures 2-bays in width 

or: is three-bays deep. Projecting from its main facade is a full length front porch with stocky, square columns. 
roviding a fine introduction to the collection of single family houses lining Braemore Road, its lot is enclosed by a 


low wall composed of random ashlar granite and mortar. 


Commonwealth Avenue, between Chiswick Road and Chestnut Hill Avenue, is the segment of this boulevard that 
most closely approximates Olmsted's vision of narrow,wooded parks lining a meandering thoroughfare. The ample 
front yards of apartments bordering Commonwealth Avenue are enclosed by hedges and shaded by trees. Built during 
the 1920s, 1810-1820 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 13 ) isa Y-shaped 6-story red brick and 
cast stone structure. The landscaped, deeply recessed court yard opens on to Commonwealth Avenue. Blending 
elements of the Renaissance and Georgian Revival styles, its first and second floors are faced with rusticated cast 
stone while its upper floors are constructed of red brick. Rising from the second floor, pairs of monumental 
Corinthian pilasters flank the end bays of its 5-bay main facades and terminate at denticulated frieze boards. Each of 
its three main entrances exhibit are set within tall arches. Its front doors open on to shallow porches flanked by 
monumental , paired and fluted Corinthian columns. Encircling the flat roof is a low brick parapet ornamented by 
rectangular cast stone panels; cast stone urns surmount the parapet. 


Possessing a V-shaped form, 1848-1850 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.!4) is a 5-story 
apartment house constructed of dark red brick with Georgian Revival cast stone ornamentation. The main entrances of 
the principal facade are located at the center of 4-bay facade's flanking a recessed 6-bay facade. The entrances are set 
within 3-bay, 2-story cast stone segments. Each of the front doors are flanked by slender, engaged Corinthian 
columns and are surmounted by broken scroll pediments. Flanking the three windows above each entrance are paired, 
monumental, Doric pilasters surmounted by a molded and denticulated entablatures. Rising from each end of the 
entablatures' cornices are free - standing urns. Enlivening broad expanses of brick work are cast stone elements such 
as corner quoins and the key stones of soldier brick lintels.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


Before continuing westward on Commonwealth Avenue, brief mention should be made of the Art Deco apartment 
building around the corner from 1848 to 1850 Commonwealth Avenue at 114 Strathmore Road (see photo, 
Fig.15 _). The Art Deco style, popular in New York, Chicago, Miami and other American cities from the mid-1920s 
until well into the 1940s was never an architectural mode taken to heart by conservative Boston architects. Although 
exceptional examples of this style do exist in Boston, such as the well-designed United Shoe Building at High and 
Federal streets, Art Deco buildings are mostly few and far between. The Art Deco style relies heavily on stream lined 
elements and stylized geometric motifs derived from ancient Greek , Roman and Mayan architecture. Scattered about 
the apartment enclaves bordering Commonwealth Avenue, in Allston-Brighton, are apartment facade's ornamented in 
this style.Essentially rectangular in form, 114 Strathmore Road's main facade is divided into four bays by cast stone 
piers whose light gray color contrasts with the more extensive dark red brick wall surfaces. The segments of the piers 
at the first floor are set off by fluted pilasters which culminate in arched and stepped ornamentation. Above the center 
entrance is a central panel containing floral motifs and flanking panels containing arrow-like motifs.Situated beneath 
the tripartite windows of the two center bays are tapestry brick apron panels. 


9 Braemore Road (see photo, Fig.16 ) is a fine example of an early 20th century Georgian Revival apartment 
house.Measuring 4-bays in width with a depth of eight bays, its main facade features a two-bay planar entrance facade 
r le by two-bay bow fronts. Constructed of red brick, this building rises two stories 3.5 stories from a rock faced, 
sticated basement to a flat roof exhibiting a denticulated, modillion block cornice. The center entrance is reached by a 
flight of granite steps with low granite shoulder railings. The original double doors are surmounted by a transom and 
enframed by a pedimented entablature ornamented with triglyphs and gutae. In general, the granite-trimmed windows 
contain original 1/1 wood sash. 


Muting the claustrofobic effect that often accompany "walls" of tall masonry apartment facades on a streetscape are 
generous set backs from Commonwealth Avenue at 1866-1880 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, 

Fig.17  —_)Overlooking ample, hedge -bordered lawns, this group of five contiguous ,T-shape, five story structures 
is constructed of yellow brick with gray granite trimmings. The main facade exhibits elements of the Renaissance 
Revival and Georgian Revival styles. The rear walls of these buildings are characterized by a progression of long 
rectangular court yards .With the exception of the bowed wall at the corner of Braemore Road and Commonwealth 
Avenue, the main facades of this group form a rhythmic repetition of polygonal bays and high stooped-entrances 
which are sheltered by distinctive segmental arched cast stone hoods which are supported by pairs of Doric columns. 
In general windows contain 6/1 wood sash and are surmounted by splaid , key stone granite lintels. These buildings 
culminate in deep, bracketed cast metal cornices. 


The segment of Chestnut Hill Avenue between Commonwealth Avenue and Cleveland Circle has little in the way of of 
historic architectural fabric. Here, a gas station , parking area and non descript , modern one story commercial 
concerns overlook Chestnut Hill Park across the street. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Description, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


West of Sutherland Road, 126 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig.(8 ) is another survivor from the earliest 
wave of this area's development. Built for and by Francis F. Morton, "contractor for buildings of every kind",this c. 
1890s house is a boxy, rectangular , three-bay double pile wooden residence which is rendered in the Colonial, or 
more specifically, Georgian Revival style.Although its main facade has been altered by a later projecting and enclosed 
entrance porch , it retains its flanking cornice headed windows, east polygonal first floor bay, narrow corner boards 
and a denticulated frieze board at the eaves which is flush with the tops of the second floor windows. 


Returning to Englewood Avenue, east of Sutherland Road is a houses that approaches mansion scale. 
Built in 1892 ,77 Englewood Avenue (see _ photo,Fig.19) presently houses Congregation Chai Odom. 
Architecturally, it represents an unusual hybrid of the Queen Anne, Georgian Revival and Chateauesque styles. 
Constructed of orange brick, its front porch's roof is carried across a driveway as a porte cochere. Situated at its south 
east commer is a towered component which culminates in a corbelled cornice and conical roof cap with its three narrow 
gable roof dormers intact. The east wall originally overlooked a triangular side yard which has been mostly obliterated 
for the purposes of parking. The east wall exhibits this building's main alteration: a one story, window less, solid 
concrete addition which runs from the towered component to a square bay at the northeast corner. Projecting from the 
square bay is a one story octagonal bay. This building's massive chateauesque hip roof with its narrow gable roof 
ee is a particularly memorable feature of this residential structure which has been converted for use as a house of 
fvorship. 


Braemore Road, running one block between Commonwealth Avenue and Chiswick Road, retains the appearance 
of an early 20th century suburban way lined with single family residences of considerable style and 
substance.Providing a fine introduction to the Braemore Road's fine collection of turn -of-the-century homes is 14 
Chiswick Road (see photo, Fig 20 ). Although covered with vinyl] siding, this Queen Anne house retains 
integrity of siting, form and elements. Possessing a three bay, double pile rectangular form which is enclosed by a 
gable roof , this house is particularly noteworthy for its first floor's rugged, rubble stone materials; the entrance to the 
front porch is memorably set off by a rubble stone arch. Built for dentist William H. Potter by 1899, 19 Braemore 
Road (see photo, Fig.21) is a handsome three bay ,double pile Georgian Revival residence.Rising two stories 
from a pudding stone basement to a gambrel roof, this clapboard clad house exhibits a center entrance porch whose 
square posts support a heavy entablature and flat roof with a modillion block cornice.Above the entrance is a Palladian 
window. On the first floor , large, fully enframed cornice headed windows flank the entrance bay while on the second 
floor the tops of the windows are flush with the entablature. In general, windows exhibit 1/1 wood sash. Its edges are 
accented by paneled Ionic pilasters. Ranged across the main facade's roof slope is a trio of dormers; the center , 
double dormer, is surmounted by a swans neck scroll pediment while the single, flanking dormers are enclosed by 
pedimented gables.The wood shingle clad Colonial Revival 15 Braemore Road (see photo, Fig.22 ) stands 
with its broad gambrel profile facing the street. A substantial brick chimney rises from ground level, two stories and is 
enclosed within the overhanging attic gambrel. Entrance to this house is gained via an entrance located at the center of 
a one story enclosed porch projecting from the northeast wall , probably representing a later addition. In general, its 
walls are pierced by fully enframed, 6/6 double windows. Other single family residences on Braemore Road that 
survived early to mid 20th century apartment construction in the area include the brown shingle covered , yellow 
trimmed Colonial Revival house at 16 Braemore Road (see photo, Fig.23 _), now containing apartments and 
the boxy, rectangular stucco covered Craftsman style house at 20 Braemore Road. (see photo, Fig. 24  ). 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Cleveland Circle-Englewood Area, continued 


By the mid 1880s, house construction, triggered by the introduction of Henry M. Whitney's electric streetcar railway 
on Beacon Street, Brookline, began to transform this area. In 1890, the Brighton Item described the idyllic 
neighborhood that awaited prospective Aberdeen homeowners "Several hundred feet above any considerable portion 
of land in the neighborhood, commanding magnificent views in every direction, well watered, a perfect combination 
of woodland , and glade, and admitting the free exercise of the artistic taste of the landscape gardener, these lands are 
sure to be sought for residential purposes by the most desirable buyers." 


Aside from Chestnut Street (originally called Rockland Street) and Beacon Street ,set out in 1843 and 1850, 
respectively, the oldest thoroughfares in this area are Englewood Avenue and Sutherland Road. Forming a great 
X-shaped street pattern, these streets were set out in 1872 and represent the antithesis of the meandering system of 
paths superimposed over this rugged terrain around 1890. Precluding house construction on these new streets was the 
financial panic of 1873. 


During the 1870s, three houses were situated on a triangular block bordered by Beacon Street/Sutherland Road , 
Chestnut Hill Avenue and Englewood Avenue. Currently occupied by the large apartment complex at 1962-2002 
Beacon Street and 370-380 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.1 ). these houses lots were owned by 

rancis Hunnewell, Francis S. Morton and an unidentified third owner. During the 1870s, Honeywell owned much 
@: this area along with J. Smith Homans. In 1875, Hunnewell owned 23 contiguous, undeveloped lots adjacent to 
nglewood Avenue. During the 1880s, much of the area north of Cleveland Circle was owned by the Beacon Street 
Land Co., a real estate concern evidently similar to Henry M. Whitney's West End Land Co.. These land companies 
were organized to purchase undeveloped land on and near Beacon Street, in Brookline and Brighton. These extensive 
tracts became valuable when the West End Street Railway was introduced to this area in 1887. During the 1880s, real 
estate magnates B.F. Ricker and George A. Wilson owned several large tracts bordering the future path of 
Commonwealth Avenue. Ricker and Wilson became acquainted with the Cleveland Circle area while they were 
employed as teamsters for the Chestnut Hill Reservoir construction projects during the late 1860s. 





Not surprisingly, one of the oldest houses in this area is located on Englewood Avenue, one of two original cross 
streets in this area. Built by H.M. Norton and William E. Stuart in 1886, 89 Englewood Avenue (see photo, 
Fig.8 ) was built for Frank W. Krogman, roofer, from designs provided by C.R. Beal. This brick Queen Anne 
house, one of the few masonry single family residences built in this remote area prior to 1900, was built a year before 
the opening of the West End Railway on Beacon Street. By the mid-1880s, the number of families residing in this area 
by the mid -1880s was sufficient enough to support a small Baptist Church. This wooden structure occupied part of 
104 Englewood Avenue's house lot at the corner of Englewood Avenue and Sutherland Roads. Other early houses in 
this area include the Georgian Revival residence at 126 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig.18 ). 

Constructed c. 1890 by and for Francis S. Morton, carpenter and builder, Morton's advertisement in the 1899 Boston 
Directorystated that he was "formerly of Morton and Chesley" and was a "contractor for buildings of every kind". 
Francis S. Morton and his wife Elizabeth settled in this area as early as c. 1870 on part of the triangular lot bounded by 
Chestnut Hill Avenue, Beacon Street and Sutherland Road.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 
-SAASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Bivicc of the Secretary, Boston | 


Property Name: Cleveland  Circle- 
Englewood Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Cleveland Circle / Englewood Area, continued 


The Mortons may have been poised, with Francis Hunnewells financial backing, to begin construction of houses on 
Hunnewell-owned lots in this area. The severe economic down turn of 1873 thwarted house construction in Boston 
and throughout the nation. Morton bided his time, building substantial residences in this area during the late 1880s 
and early 1890s, until the recession of 1893 slowed residential construction throughout the Boston area. During the 
early 1900s and 1910s, 126 Englewood avenue was owned by Georgian and Charles F. Thomas, Thomas &Co, 27 
Kilby Street and 558 Albany Street, Boston. 


Set out by 1885, Strathmore Road was originally called Ravine Lane. Several houses in this area were built for 
families associated with Boston area building trades. The Queen Anne/Shingle Style house at 105 Strathmore 
Road, (see photo, Fig.11 ) was built during the early 1890s for Horace J. Phipps, partner in Phipps, Slocum & 
Co., "makers of leaded glass" as well as "stained and leaded glass,memorial windows, Prismatic lighting, glass 
mosaics and beaded glass lamp shades". The Phipps family resided here until c.1920. By 1925, Mary R.P. Hatch, 
author, owned this house. By 1930, Manuel Ross, a Lynn leather company dealer is listed at this address. 


Braemore Road encompasses a small collection of pre-1895 houses , including, the Shingle style house designed 
by Stebbins and Watkins in 1892 at15 Braemore Road (see photo, Fig.18 ) and the Eugene Clark -designed 
Shingle-Colonial Revival house at19 Braemore Road.(see photo, Fig.21). The latter house was designed for 
.M. Jones of J.M. Jones , hides and leather while the former was originally owned by dentist William H. 
otter.Examples of Eugene Clark's work are well represented in Allston -Brighton, including the Queen Anne houses 
of Cambridge Terrace in Allston Heights and the Allston Congregational church in the Glenville-Commonwealth 
Avenue. 


The introduction of the electric street car to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909 triggered an apartment building 
construction boom along the entire length of this great boulevard. The handsome Georgian Revival apartment house at 
9 Braemore Road (see photo, Fig.16 ) was built between 1910 and 1915. Built as an investment property for 
J. M. Jones of 15 Braemore Road, its tenants in 1930 included executives, government employees and administrators, 
including: Willard O. Ames, cotton broker, Headly & Co., William E. Fay, president of Fay & Co., Sylvester R. 
Locke, assistant superintendent of delivery, Back Bay Post Office and Robert Newcomb, Massachusetts Mosquito 
Control Assoc. 


Apartment construction continued at a rapid rate until as late as 1930. Built in 1927 from designs provided by Saul 
Moffie, each of the buildings at 1810 -1820 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.13 )was built to house 
36 families. Typically, for a Commonwealth Avenue apartment building, 1800 Commonwealth Avenue 's list of 
tenants in 1930 includes a fairly even distribution of Jewish, Anglo and Irish residents including: Carrie Kurrelmeyer, 
treasurer, Waltham, Herman Kurrlmeyer, professor at MIT, John F. Mahy, investigator, Edward F. Morly, 
chauffeur, Fred Waller, manager, James H. Stewart, clerk, Harold R. Burger, salesman and Joseph P. Frazier, 
salesman. 


Many Jews left their neighborhoods in the North, South and West End to relocate to Brighton during the period of 
1910-1930, attracted by easy access to down town jobs via the electric street car and plentiful modern rental housing. 
A second settlement of Orthodox Jews from Dorchester and Mattapan occurred during the late 1960s. This later wave 
of Jews, many of them Orthodox, settled in Brighton and Brookline. Built in 1892, the Walker and 
imble-designed yellow brick Chateauesque mansion at77 Englewood Avenue (see photo, Fig, 19 ) became 
e new home of the Chai Odom congregation. Originally based at 103 Nightingale Avenue in Dorchester, near 
Franklin Field, this congregation moved to the Cleveland Circle area in 1968. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


ic 
Check all that apply: 


© Individually eligible (1 Eligible only in a historic district 
O Contributing to a potential historic district C Potential historic district 


Griteria7) A eel be ele Coe tel DD 
Criteria Considerations: [WA A Miebre i AnG@uatleDe. a -Pe ee FO biG 


Statement of Significance by___Edwerd Ww, Gordou 
. The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified bere. 


Commonwealth -Englewood Area 


Qualifies as an area with a particularly handsome streetscape bordering the Frederick Law 
Olmsted-planned Commonwealth Avenue . The Cleveland Circle/Englewood area is bordered on 
three sides by Olmsted’s Chestnut Hill Loop of boulevards which was conceived in 1884 . This 
area’s mid-1880s to 1930 development was shaped by transportation improvements such as the 
introduction of electric streetcars to Beacon Street, Brookline in 1887 and Commonwealth Avenue 
in 1909. In terms of housing, this area boasts large Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival 
residences as well as large apartment complexes noteworthy for designs with references to the 
Classical, Renaissance and Georgian Revival styles. Among the first homeowners attracted to this 
area in the 1890s were Frank S. Krogman, roofer, who owned the brick Queen Anne residence at 
89 Englewood Avenue, William H. Potter, dentist who lived in the Queen Anne/Shingle style 

- house at19 Braemore Road and Francis F. Morton, “contractor for buildings of every kind” , 
who undoubtedly built the handsome wooden Georgia Revival house at 126 Englewood 
Avenue. One of the things that sets apartment buildings bordering western Commonwealth 
Avenue apart from those further to the east are the deeper setbacks which allowed for ample lawns. 
Particularly noteworthy in this regard is 1840 to 1846 Commonwealth Avenue with its 
succession of polygonal bays projecting into landscaped, hedge bordered front yards.This area 
meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = : 


“ 
Qi Map 
raw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Aberdeen 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1890 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage Apo. FG dcges 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


Cece atrache? nncep ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
rR Aberdeen area contains some of the finest examples of Medieval Revival style architecture in the city of Boston. In 
cerms Of planning this area represents the maturation of the type of romantic suburb espoused by mid- 19th- century 
landscape architect and influential writer Andrew Jackson Downing. The winding ways, Medieval-influenced 
residences and ledgy, tree-dotted terrain of this late 19th century development reflect the pervasivenes of Downing's 
legacy. This area is bounded by Commonwealth Avenue on the west, the back lot lines of Cummings Road on the 
north and the Brookline town border on the east. The southern boundary follows a meandering path from 
Commonwealth Avenue, along Chiswick and Selkirk Roads; properties bordering Kilsyth Terrace and 151;155 
Kilsyth Road are also part of the southern boundary. During the late 19th century, the Aberdeen area was considered to 
encompass the Cleveland Circle and Upper Chestnut Hill areas. These areas, however, have been extensively 
developed with large apartment buildings. Only the area called Aberdeen for the purposes of this survey retains, to a 
great degree, the original character of this area. Encompassing a tangle of winding streets with Scottish names cut 
through rocky terrain, this area contains ledge out croppings of considerable size. The oval block ringed by Lanark and 
Kilsyth Roads is one of the most rustic and least accessible sections of this area. Its highly uneven terrain evidently 
precluded apartment house construction ; hence it was built up with large Shingle and Queen Anne residences which 
for the most part blend in with the leafy, rocky surroundings.Closer to Commonwealth Avenue, apartment 
construction is the rule, with many fine examples of this building type bordering Sutherland Road and Commonwealth 
Avenue.Typically these large multi-family buildings are designed in the Classical, Renaissance and Georgian Revival 
styles as well as the Tudor and Spanish Colonial Revival styles popular during the 1910s and 1920s. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Aberdeen 2 a place name that applies to a much larger area than what is being delineated as "Aberdeen" for the purposes 
of this survey.This area initially developed as the direct result of the widening of Beacon street during the mid 1880s 
and the subsequent introduction of Henry M.Whitney's West End Street Railway which was set out over Beacon 
Street, Brookline in 1886. Aberdeen is historically significant as a planned residential community which complements 

oO) Frederick Law Olmsted-designed "Chestnut Hill Loop" system of roads that links Chestnut Hill Avenue with 
acon Street, just east of the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. 


From the seventeenth through late 19th century , this area was remote from major population centers at Brighton Center 
and Brookline Village. The nearest major thoroughfares were Washington Street, to the north east, a highway that had 
been set out during the mid 17th century, and the early 19th century Rockland Street (Chestnut Hill Avenue), to the 
southwest; as late as the 1860s, this area was completely devoid of dwellings. The construction of the 212 acre 
Chestnut Hill Reservoir during the late 1860s at the Brighton -Newton boundary , called attention to the rugged, rural 
charms of the Aberdeen area but did not trigger house construction in this still-remote section. As early as 1866, Henry 
M. Whitney, an executive in the Metropolitan Steamship Company, saw the possibilities of Beacon Street,which had 
been laid out in 1850 as a fifty-foot wide county way. He began buying up farms in the vicinity as an investment, and 
later formed a syndicate, the West End Land Company, that bought on an even larger scale. Whitney, a member of the 
Brookline Parks Commission, had originally proposed to widen Beacon Street to 200 feet , a recommendation later 
scaled back to 160 feet. Whitney insured the success of residential development on parcels bordering Beacon Street by 
the introduction of the electrified West End Street Railway over this thoroughfare in 1887; Whitney was also the 
president of this railway. The Aberdeen section 's creation is inextricably bound to Whitney's far-sighted Beacon 
Street, Brookline project.(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 

Maps / Atlases-1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1982 

Marchione, William, "Aberdeen Section", manuscript in files of the Brighton Historical Society 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 
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ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Aberdeen Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Aberdeen Area, continued 


Most of the this area's fine collection of architecturally significant early Medieval Revival style houses line Kilsyth 
and Selkirk Road, with one or two examples located on virtually every street in this area. One of the more handsome 
examples of an Aberdeen house with a decidedly Medieval flavor is the c. 1890s Jacobethan Revival house at 16 
Colliston Road (see photo, Fig.1).Possessing an essentially rectangular, wood shingle-covered form with a 
projecting center pavilion which is actually the antithesis of romantic revival design, this house 's Medieval Revival 
qualities are evident in the half timbering ,ornate barge boards and king posts of the main facade's center gable as well 
as in the diamond shaped panes of the upper sash of its main facade's first floor oriel and attic windows. Similarly 
Medieval in sensibility, the Queen Anne-Stick Style house at111 Sutherland Road (see photo,Fig.2 ) was 
constructed in the early 1890s for Antoinette F. Bartlett. Prominently sited on a lot at the corner of Selkirk and 
Sutherland Roads, this hip roof-enclosed house is characterized by a rectangular form made complex by all manner of 
projecting porches, polygonal bays and a corner, pyramidal capped tower. Covered with wood shingles stained dark 
brown, its Selkirk Road facade 's first floor features a large lunette enframement containing a window in the shaped 
of a six-pointed star. One Medieval Revival Aberdeen house with a memorable setting is the c. 1890s 127 Kilsyth 
Road (see photo, Fig.3 ). Set back from the street by an ample, shrub covered front yard and shaded by old 
trees, this wood shingle-sheathed Jacobethan Revival house's main facade features a center entrance which is 
demarcated by a front porch with a broad wood-shingle pediment which is supported by Tuscan Revival columns that 
re a playful note in the midst of the romantic Medievalism.To the left of the entrance is a broad projecting 2-story 

ay which is enclosed by a steeply pitched gable roof reminiscent of New England First Period houses such as the 
Whipple House in Ipswich. Indeed architects of Shingle style houses with distinctly Medieval influences, were 
drawing on American 17th century New England as well as English 14th to early 17th century sources.127 Kilsyth 
Road stands at the gateway to Kilsyth Road, between Lamark and Lanark Roads; a section at the heart of Aberdeen's 
unique appeal. 


Situated along a section of Kilsyth Road that might easily be the Maine woods, but is within the limits of the City of 
Boston are 131 and 132 Kilsyth Road (see photo, Figs.4 and 5 ). The former is a house that combines 
elements of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles, its main facade dominated by a broad 

gambrel while the latter is surrounded by mature trees and rock out croppings, perched high atop a ledge-stone 
foundation whose materials were probably quarried on on site.Standing with a broad gable facing Kilsyth Road, 132 
Kilsyth Road was designed by Boston architect W.F. Goodwin and was constructed by builder H.H. Hunt. This 
house's highly plastic form is characterized by an off-center 7-sided bay which projects from the main facade. 
Projecting from the south wall is a porch raised high on a ledge stone platform with high railings of the same materials 
as its foundation.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Aberdeen Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Aberdeen Area, continued 


Southeastward along the winding path of Kilsyth Road is a fine example of the Shingle Style at 155 Kilsyth Road 
(see photo, Fig.6 ).This house was built in 1892 by Rich Brothers of 31 Windham Street, Brighton, from plans 
provided by the prominent Boston architectural firm of Cabot , Everett and Mead. This firm is credited with 
Brighton's First Unitarian Church at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue (1890s) as well as the Arlington Public Library 
(1890s) and other Boston area public buildings and private homes. 155 Kilsyth Road's mass consists of a large, 
broad, intersecting gambrel and gable roofed form. The three bay main facade features a handsome front porch with 
heavy, splaid stone piers. These piers support a hip roof surmounted by a second floor porch which is enclosed by 
short, wood shingle covered piers interspersed between slat-work railings. 


One of the best-realized Shingle Style houses in terms of pleasing proportions and overall design, is 45 Lanark 
Road (see photo, Fig.7 ). Its basement and first floor are constructed of rubble stone while its main facade is 
dominated by a broad gable with a flared north roof slope. 


Selkirk Road 's housing represents a section of Aberdeen with a concentration of architecturally significant c. late 
1880s to early 1900s single -family residences. Highlights of Selkirk Road include several houses with high ledge 
stone foundation and first floor walls, clapboard and wood shingle wall coverings and complex roof configurations. 
or example ,8 Selkirk Road (see photo, Fig.8 ) is characterized by a stone basement and first floor 
rmounted by a heavy, two-level gambrel roof with a three story porch at the center of the main facade.10 Selkirk 
Road (see photo, Fig.9 ) is a ledge stone and wood shingle sheathed rectangular residence with a main facade 
that is dominated by a well executed gambrel roof which exhibits an occulus window near the apex of the gambrel. To 
the right of the Tuscan- columned front porch is a ledge stone-constructed wall containing a segmental arched 

window. This house is enclosed by a complex intersecting hip and gambrel roof configuration. 






Across the street at 15 Selkirk Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) , is another c. early 1890s house with a decidedly 
Medieval revival sensibility via the Shingle Style. Built for prosperous hay and grain dealer Forest S. Smith, this 
house 's rectangular form is characterized by a rubble stone first floor with wood- shingle- covered upper floors. The 
eastern bow is of interest , rising from a foundation of randomly laid rocks ,past an enclosed first floor porch to an 
open porch with Tuscan columns. 


14 Selkirk Road, (see photo, Fig.11) a Queen Anne/Shingle Style house ,exhibits an unusually sophisticated 
design. Designed by Charles A. Walker between 1899 and 1909, this house was intended to be impressive from every 
vantage point. Like its neighbor next door, this house displays a highly sculptural, castle-like form. Set high on a 
piece of ledge,this massive, three-story structure, with its stone and wood shingle-covered tower and massive stone 
arch edged by granite voussoirs constitutes an extraordinary design statement. 


One of the most spectacular Shingle Style houses in Allston-Brighton is located at 24 Selkirk Road (see photo, 
Fig. 12 ). The main facade is treated as a progression of boldly rendered, wood-shingle covered forms which lend a 
distinctive, sculptural quality to this house. Projecting from the northwest corner of the main facade's steeply pitched 
off-center gable is a bowed encircling verandah which is enclosed by a conical roof cap. Access to this porch is gained 
via a stone arch. A two story towered and bowed bay projects from the left bay, culminating in a conical roof cap 
which echoes that of the verandah. Half of the northeast wall is recessed beneath the overhang of a broad gable. 

rojecting from near the intersection of this house's gable roofed components is a fairly substantial brick chimney 

Bic: nods to the influence of the Medieval Revival.(continued) 
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Scattered about this area are isolated examples of single- family residences exhibiting the large scale and sophisticated 
design typified by the houses of Selkirk and Kilsyth Roads. For example, 77 Chiswick Road (see photo, 
Fig.13 _) with its high rubble stone porch foundation walls is reminiscent of 132 Kilsyth Road.This L-shaped house 
rises to a height of 2.5 stories and is enclosed by broad intersecting gables with tripartite attic windows deeply 
recessed beneath subtly bowed wood shingle covered walls. Springing from the encircling verandah are piers 
constructed of stones and rocks that appear indigenous to the area. These piers support wooden segmental arches of 
the flat porch roof. 


77 Lamark Road (see photo, Fig.14 ), on the other hand, represents a more standard foray into substantial, 
late- 19th- century single family housing. Possessing an irregular form, this Queen Anne house rises 2.5 stories from 
a ledge stone basement to intersecting hip and gable roofs. Its main entrance is sheltered by a small open porch nestled 
into the intersection of a projecting, pedimented , 2-story-ell and the 2-bay main block . This building's corners and 
windows are crisply edged with narrow corner boards. Adding considerable charm and interest to the main elevation is 
a dormer with diminutive, twin pedimented gables. 


The handsome, well -preserved house at 77 Kilsyth Road (see photo, Fig.15 ) illustrates how Colonial 
Revival elements such as Tuscan columned porches and well-detailed attic Palladian windows can temper the inherent 

@ ji esievai Revival qualities of a house with steeply pitched intersecting gambrels and wood shingle sheathing.Its back 
yard is adjacent to a high ridge that rises up to the houses bordering Cummings Road in the Mt. Hood/Corey Road 
area . 


The Aberdeen section also encompasses a sub area of apartment houses bordering Commonwealth Avenue. The 
streetscapes of Sutherland Road, between Selkirk Road and Commonwealth Avenue are dominated by apartment 
buildings primarily exhibiting elements of the Georgian Revival style. The red brick, 3-story apartment buildings at 
116-132 Sutherland Road (see photo, Fig.16 ) possess L and T-shaped forms which combine to form a 
series of open rear court yards. Built c. 1920, the main facade consists of a rhythmic progression of projecting and 
recessed square bays. In other words the projecting facades "march" down the street in a manner that is more 
interesting than a continuous, flat expanse of brick wall. Each entrance exhibits a shallow porch with paired, slender 
Egyptian Revival columns which support a molded cornice- headed entablature. Windows display wedge shaped, 
key stone lintels. This building wraps northwestward around the Lamark Road corner to include 120-132 Lamark 
Road. Its roof line is distinguished by a molded metal Modillion block cornice ; above the cornice and a low parapet. 


Across the street at 119-127 Sutherland Road (see photo, Fig.17 _) is another handsome apartment building 
with elements of both the Classical Revival and Georgian Revival styles. Built during the early 1920s , this rectangular 
building is divided into three separate and contiguous segments containing two interior light wells. It rises 4-stories 
from a rusticated cast stone first floor to a low parapet .The 12-bay main facade is divided into five larger bays which 
include a pedimented , 2-bay center entrance facade flanked by pairs of stacked porches.On either side of the open 
porches are 3-bay facades. The center entrance opens on to a shallow front porch with monumental Corinthian 
columns which support a molded entablature with a modillion block cornice.(continued) 


° 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 





ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Aberdeen Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Aberdeen Area, continued 


Representing one of the most memorable and dramatic street walls in Allston-Brighton is 1714-1742 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.18 ). This row exhibits elements of almost every style that was 
widely employed in apartment building design during the first three decades of the 20th century including the Classical 
Revival, Tudor Revival, Georgian Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles.These 3-story, cross 
shaped, three-family residences were designed by J.A. Halloran in 1914. Each building has a series of three-decker 
like porches projecting from the rear walls. Each of its 5-bay main facades are parged with stucco. Treatments at the 
cornice level of this group are unusually elaborate consisting of a stepped parapet that lends an unusual castellated 
appearance to the tops of these buildings. The Mission style parapets have terra cotta tiled false eaves supported by 
exposed rafters. Two of the eight facades culminate in broad, paired half-timbered gables. The Craftsman style 
entrances with half timbered gables are sheltered beneath small porches with square posts and gable roofs with heavy 
brackets. In contrast, the remaining entrances exhibit entrances recessed behind Classical Revival Ionic columns which 
support a molded and cornice headed entablature. 


It is important to note that not all of Aberdeen's apartment buildings are concentrated on or near Commonwealth 
Avenue. Kilsyth Road, for example, between Lamark and Colliston Roads, has a collection of masonry multi -unit 
buildings which includes the V-shaped Tudor Revival-Georgian Revival apartments at5 Colliston Road and 78 
ilsyth Road, the T-shaped Art Deco buildings at 90 and 100 Kilsyth Road, and the Tudor-Georgian Revival 
-shaped apartments at 111-113 Kilsyth Road. Particularly noteworthy as one of the earliest multi-unit groups in 
Aberdeen, are the bow-fronted Neo Federal apartments at 2-8 Colliston Road (see photo, Fig.19 ). Designed 
and built by Somerville architect and contractor John C. Foley in 1908, each of these two-story buildings were erected 
to house two families. 2-8 Colliston Road illustrates the pre-1910 tendency to treat multi-family buildings in a way that 
resembled single- family row houses; such an approach to massing and design visually created the impression that the 
inhabitants occupied the entire building rather than an individual unit. 





Located within the boundaries of the Aberdeen area are buildings and groups of buildings which are not easily 
categorized within the realm of the more standard single family and apartment building fare. For example, 101-125 
Lanark Road (see photo, Fig.20 ) represents a collection of 6 two-family Georgian Revival residences which 
were built c. 1920 .This group stands in contrast to the more massive scale of the apartment buildings across the 
street. In a sense, these boxy, 2-story red brick duplexes presented an alternative to the substantial, single family 
houses and large apartment buildings of the area. 


Perhaps the most curious residential anomaly in this neighborhood of Medieval Revival residences and Tudor and 
Georgian Revival apartment buildings are The Lanark Court Apartments at 129-137 Sutherland Road and 
80-84 Lanark Road. (see photo, Fig.21 ). Composed of 2.5 story stucco covered rectangular structures 
which are enclosed by massive tile-covered gambrel roofs, these buildings represent a Craftsman style design which is 
unique to Allston-Brighton. 


Although three deckers are relatively rare in Allston-Brighton, five of these three- family buildings line Wilson Park at 
the northeast corner of this area including the c. early 1920s three deckers at 9,11,25,29 35 Wilson Park.(see 
photo, Fig. 22 ). 


2) 
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During the 1870s, much of this area was part of a large undeveloped tract owned by Frances Hunnewell. The 
southwestern edge of this area, in the vicinity of Kinross and Chiswick Roads, was owned by J. Smith Homans. 

By 1885, 90 percent of this area was owned by the Beacon Street Land Company Trust. Reuben E. Demmon held the 
remaining 10% consisting of a narrow parcel bordering the south side of Commonwealth Avenue.. 


Commonwealth Avenue, on the north side of this area was conceived by the preeminent late 19th century American 
landscape Frederick Law Olmsted in 1884. Construction on the avenue was completed during the early 1890s but the 
depression of 1893 delayed the landscaping and accounted for a general halt in Boston house construction. This 
economic down turn also accounts , in part , for the lag in Aberdeen's house construction between the introduction of 
the electric railway to Beacon Street in 1887 and the mid -1890s. The streets in this area were set out during the mid 
-late 1890s with the exception of Sutherland Road which was originally called Roxbury Avenue. It was set out 
between 1867 and 1874, from Chestnut Hill Avenue to the no longer extant Howard Place north of Commonwealth 
Avenue. The segment of Sutherland south of Englewood was called Isleworth Street during the late 1880s and 1890s 
while the northern segment has been called Sutherland Road since the late 1880s. Approximately 77 feet of Sutherland 
Road was lost to the laying out of Commonwealth Avenue during the early 1890s. Selkirk Road and Chiswick 
Roads appear on the 1885 Brighton Atlas as proposed streets that did not exactly follow the current paths of these 
qe nding ways. Kilsyth Road or "Road No.1" first appears in the Street Commissioner's Report of 1893 and 
ruanark Road which existed on paper as early as 1889 but was not set out until 1897. 
The earliest houses in this area seem to have been built a year or so before the financial panic of 1893. Most of these 
early residences border the streets of the oval island formed by Lanark and Kilsyth Roads, although survivors from 
this first "wave" of house construction are scattered about the entire area. Bankers, businessmen, commodities dealers 
and teachers, were among the original owners of these stylish and substantial houses. For example, 77 Chiswick 
Road _ (see photo, Fig.13 ) was built in 1892 from designs provided by Boston architect W.F. Goodwin for 
Frank F. Woods, treasurer of the S.A. Woods Machine Company. By 1909, State Street, Boston businessman Henry 
Taggard owned this property. Later owners included Orville W. Butler (1910s) and Frank A. Mc Clasky, banker with 
Hodgdon-Cashman, 53 State Street (1920s). By 1930, Mc Clasky is listed as president and treasurer of the Phoenix 
Bond and Mortgage Co., 89 State Street. Another W.F. Goodwin-designed residence is 131 Kilsyth Road (see 
photo, Fig.4 ), a substantial residence characterized by Shingle Style gambrel-roofed forms , Queen Anne 
fenestration and Colonial Revival elements . It was built by H.H. Hunt in 1892-93 for a Frank Woodruff. Across the 
street, perched on a high rubble stone foundation and blending almost seamlessly with its ledgy, wooded 
surroundings, 132 Kilsyth Road (see photo, Fig.5 ) was extant by 1899. An early owner was William T. 
Glidden whose profession is variously listed as "clerk" and "investments". The robust Queen Anne house at 123 
Kilsyth Road was extant by 1899. From the late 1890s until the 1910s it was owned by George E. Perrin who 
commuted to a clerk's job on Devonshire Street, Boston. During the 1920s and 1930s, John Louis Sheehan, lawyer 
lived here. Glidden owned this property until at least the early 1930s.The splendidly rustic residence of Charles H. 
Bacall at 155 Kilsyth Road (see photo, Fig.6 ) was designed in the Shingle/Craftsman style by Cabot , Everett 
and Mead, architects of the First Unitarian Church at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue, Brighton , also in 1892-1893.By the 
late 1890s a Winthrop Smith is located at this address with later owners including Gertrude M. Smith during the 1910s 
and 1920s and Joseph F. O'Connell by 1930 (continued). 
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One of the finest examples of the Shingle Style in this areais 45 Lanark Road (see photo, Fig.7 ) which was 
owned during the mid-1890s by Horace Partridge, president of the Horace Partridge Co., purveyors of "wholesale 
fancy goods". In 1899, Partridge's residence is listed as North Cambridge. By 1909 a Music teacher named Lizzie E. 
Orth lived here.Later owners included William a. Fisher (1910s) and P.B. Heintz, president and general manager of 
the National Casket co. at 3 Park Street, Boston. 


Selkirk Road boasts a small but choice concentration of Queen Anne and Shingle style residences that are constructed , 
in part, with local ledge -quarried materials including 10 Selkirk Road (see photo, Fig.9 ).Built during the 
mid-1890s, this house's original owner was a Henrietta Woodman. From 1909 until at least the early 1930s, this 
house was owned by Miriam G. and Samuel A. Myers. Mr . Myers was a partner in S.A. and A. Myers, 36 Otis 
Street, later 116 Harrison Avenue. Boston architect George A. Mitchell designed 14 Selkirk Road (see photo, 
Fig. 11 ) in 1899 for Mary and Charles A. Walker. Mr. Walker is listed as an artist with a studio at 20 Beacon 
Street. 


The Queen Anne Forest S. Smith House at 15 Selkirk Road (see photo, Fig.10 )was built during the 
1890s for an associate of Hosmer, Robinson Co., dealers in hay, grain and straw at 177 Milk Street. Smith lived 
Here until the late 1920s.By 1930, this house was occupied by Ferdinand S. Bloom, assistant treasurer, William 

@iicomn and Co., a "steamship contracting, stevedore and freight handling company." One of the most elaborate houses 
ever built in Brighton as well as in the Aberdeen section, is 24 Selkirk Road (see photo, Fig. 12 ). Built 
during the 1890s, this towered Queen Anne /Shingle style house with its great stone entrance arch was built for a 
Rachel C. Mayo. By c. 1920, Hannah and Edward S. Booth, owned this property. Based on Milk Street in 
downtown Boston, Booth's business is listed as "steam ship contracting, stevedore and freight handling". Situated at 
the northeast corner of Selkirk and Sutherland Roads, 111 Sutherland Road (see photo, Fig.23 ) isa 
commodious towered Queen Anne house possessing an irregular form. It rises 2.5 stories from a ledge stone 
basement to an intersecting gable . Its surfaces exhibit a Stick Style overlay of wooden elements evident in the apron 
panel detail. The southwest wall exhibits an unusual window containing sash in the shape of a six-pointed star. From 
the 1890s until at least the mid 1920s, this was the home of an Antoinette F. Bartlett. 


One of a group of four 1890s houses that managed to escape obliteration for the accommodation of apartments is the 
Queen Anne style residence at25 Kinross Road (see photo, Fig.24 ). Possibly built as an investment property 
for Elizabeth and R. Fenner Curtis, Mr. Curtis was a teacher at the Curtis Peabody School, a private school located at 
86 Beacon Street, Boston. The Curtis' are listed as living at 18 St. Stephen street, Boston, during the 1890s. 


A rather late example of a single family house in the Aberdeen area is 77 Kilsyth Road (see photo, Figl5 ) 

. Built in 1908, on the eve of the introduction of the electric railway to nearby Commonwealth Avenue, this wooden 
Queen Anne house was built for real estate developer Robert M. Goode of 96 Kilsyth Street, from designs provided 
by Louis P. Mc Carron. In 1909 this house's owner is listed as Flora L. Allen. Later owners included Gertrude H. 
Bowen (1910s) and Margaret G. and John J. Cassidy , florist at 6 Beacon Street, Boston during the 1920s and 1930s. 


Turning to the apartment houses of Aberdeen, one of the earliest multi-family buildings in this area are the bow front 

Georgian Revival apartments at2 -8 Colliston Road (see photo, Fig.19). Built in 1908-1909 by John C. 

Foley, architect and builder who was based at 336 Lowell Street, Somerville, this group's land had been part of the 
Vest End Land Co.'s holdings (continued). 
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This development company was headed by Henry M. Whitney, president of a Boston steam ship company and 
Beacon Street , Brookline's West End Elevated Railway . During the 1910s and 20s, the owners of this group 

were of Irish and Yankee backgrounds , a pattern that was atypical for this area as a sizable number of Jewish families 
rented apartments in this area by the 1920s. Over time, owners of 2-8 Colliston Road included Margaret C. Tobin 
(1909), John A. and Belle Gardiner (1910s), Margaret M. Culhane and Margaret M. Davis (1925) while tenants listed 
at this address in 1930 included Frederic J. Wood (#2) , insurance, 184 High Street, Frank A. Halloran (#4), real 
estate, Ella G. Fiske and Mrs. Ellen Fiske (#6) and Henry J. Horn (#8), railroad analyst. 


By the 1910s, the rocky terrain at the northern end of Sutherland Road, near Commonwealth avenue, had been tamed 
sufficiently to accommodate large-scale apartment house construction. Blending elements of the Georgian and 
Egyptian Revival styles, 116-132 Sutherland Road (see photo, fig.16 ) also knownas the Kinross 
Apartments was built c. 1917-1924 on part of a lot that had been the site of the residence of Lillian B. Kelly (early 
1900s) and Arabella S.Mudge who owned the entire block bounded by Lanark, Kinross and Sutherland Roads.By 
1925, 116-132 Sutherland Road were extant and owned by Mary I. Gardiner et als, trustees. Across the street at 
119-127 Sutherland Road, these Georgian Revival apartments were built c. 1925-1930, replacing ac. 1890s 
brick residence that had been built for a Velma E. Maxwell. 


@ cominently sited at the north west corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Sutherland Road, is a V-shaped 
configuration of three, 12-family apartment buildings at 1706-1710 Commonwealth Avenue and 148 
Sutherland Road (see photo, Fig.25_). Designed in the Georgian Revival style in 1915, from designs provided 
by Somerville architect John C. Foley, this ensemble was constructed by Dorchester builder Frederick A. Corbett. A 
review of its tenants in 1930 reveals an eclectic mix of Jewish, Irish, Italian, and Swedish names. 


Among the best known apartments in Allston-Brighton is the group of James A. Halloran-designed apartments at 
1714-1742 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.18 ).These apartments were built by the Dorchester 
contractor Frederick A. Corbett. Douglass Shand Tucci, in Built in Boston, City and Suburbincludes photographs of 
these eight six- unit apartment buildings noteworthy for their lively Tudor Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival 
surface treatments.During the late 19th century, this group's land had been part of the J. Homans tract (1870s), 
Reuben E. Demmon tract (1880s) and the Horace W. Jordan and George A. Wilson lands.The latter, a major "mover 
and shaker" in late 19th century Brighton, having operated the Brighton Hotel, won a teaming contract along with 
B.F. Ricker related to the construction of the Chestnut hill reservoir and ,above all, was a major property owner and 
real estate developer. By 1916,1714-1742 Commonwealth Avenue was owned by Josephine Ringrose of Dorchester. 
By 1925, this group was owned by a Thomas Rush and real estate developer Victor Brusendorf. By 1930, this 
group's roster of owners included Samuel W. Hurwitz, printer (1714), Sidney R. Paul, wholesale women's coats, 
600 Washington Street (1718), Albert R. Hussey,salesman (1722), Arthur R. Stott, salesman (1726), beauty 
shop-owner Sadie Gillespie (1730) and Charles R. Werner, real estate (1736-1742).(continued) 
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Continuing southwestward along Commonwealth Avenue, is the Georgian Revival group at 1746-1762 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 26 ). Possessing a late 19th/early 20th century lot history identical 
to that of 1714-1742 Commonwealth Avenue, 1746-1762 Commonwealth Avenue was built in 1926 from designs 
provided by the amazingly prolific Boston architectural firm of Silverman, Brown and Heenan, a firm that, to a great 
degree, shaped the face of Park Drive in the West Fens as well as many of the streets in the apartment districts of 
Allston-Brighton during the first quarter of the 20th century. This group replaced the house and stable of Florence L. 
Smith whose address was 8 Kinoss Road. These apartments were originally owned by Allston-Brighton apartment 
developers Berson and Berrish. 


By 1920, the Aberdeen area was almost completely developed, thanks to steam rollers ,dynamite and macadamized 
roads construction that widely utilized by municipalities during the late 1880s and 18890s to make rugged terrain 
viable for house and road construction. A late addition to this neighborhood is the small, curious development of three 
deckers at Wilson Park. Situated at the northeast corner of the Aberdeen area, this oval green space is tucked away 
behind a commercial block at 1686 Commonwealth Avenue. This "pocket" park and adjacent house lots were carved 
from the extensive holdings of Henry M. Whitney, Boston steam ship company president and owner of the West End 
Railway that began operating on Beacon street, Brookline in 1887.Although Wilson Park was set out by 1916, the 
shree deckers on the east side of the park were built c. 1920. Residents of the three-deckers numbered 25 and 33 

Briison Park (see photo, Fig.22 ) included Phillip J. Hurlburt, upholsterer and Joseph C. Leighton, manager, 
at 25 Wilson Park and Phillip J. Eon, auto mechanic at 33 Wilson Park. 
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Aberdeen Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


2 to 16 (even) Colliston Road 
3to5 (odd) Colliston Road 

1670 to 1762 (even) Commonwealth 
77 to 155 (odd) Kilsyth Road 

78 to 154 (even) Kilsyth Road 

5 to 11 (odd) Kilsyth Terrace 

10 to 14 (even) Kilsyth Terrace 

8 to 34 (even) Kinross Road 

11 to 25 (odd) Kinross Road 

19 to 65 (odd) Lanark road 

24 to 56 (even) Lanark Road 

73 to 127 (odd) Lamark Road © 
80 to120 (even) Lamark Road 

8 to 58 (even) Selkirk Road 

15 to 61 (odd) Selkirk Road 

95 to 147 (odd) Sutherland Road 
~ 96 to 162 (even) Sutherland Road 
9 to 33 (odd) Wilson Park 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


& 
Check all that apply: 


LJ Individually eligible O Eligible only ina historic district 
LJ Contributing to a potential historic district © Potential historic district 


Criterias “(AAD VSB OC Vb) D 


Criteria Considerations: & A Mi Dei Game Daria) ee ci] pL yee 


Statement of Significance by__"&dward w. Gordon 
3) The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be Justified here. 


Aberdeen Area 


Qualifies as an area with the most substantial and elaborate residences in Allston-Brighton as well 
as some of the finest examples of Medieval Revival style architecture in the city of Boston. Laid - 
out between 1890 and 1910 by the Aberdeen Land Company, the area actually extended westward 
across Commonwealth Avenue as far as Foster street but for the purposes of this survey, will be 
confined to the east side of the avenue. This area is a remarkable late 19th century romantic 
suburban development with streets eschewing the traditional grid pattern for a a system of winding 
ways which respect the land’s natural contours. Streets in this area bear Anglo-Scottish names 
such as Lanark, Sutherland,Selkirk, Kinross, Orkney, Strathmore, Radnor, Windsor,and 
Warwick, among others. The large, unusually ornate Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Jacobethan 
residences of this area were built for families of professional men who commuted to work via 
Henry Whitney’s West End Street Railway which was set over Beacon Street, Brookline in 1887. 
Architectural highlights of this area include: the Queen Anne/Shingle/Colonial Revival house at 
131 Kilsyth Road, built c. 1895 for real estate developer Frederick O. Woodruff; the 1899 
Shingle style house at 45 Lanark Road built for wholesale fancy goods dealer Horace Partridge 
. and the G.A. Mitchell-designed Queen Anne/ Shingle style residence at 14 Selkirk Road built 
during the early 1900s for artist Charles A. Walker. Additionally, this area encompasses a 
noteworthy concentration of apartment building bordering and near Commonwealth Avenue, most 
notably the exuberant Jacobethan and Spanish Colonial Revival apartments designed by J.A. 
Halloran at 1714 to 1742 Commonwealth Avenue in 1914.This area satisfies criteria A and 
C of the National Register of Historic Places.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National 
Yy Register of Historic Places. 
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Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Mount Hood-Corey 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1890 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Modern Motel 


located at Comm. Ave., Mt. Hood and Corey Rds. 


Acreage po. Aacrces 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(sea attached Map ) 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
en. architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

e Mount Hood/Corey Roads Area encompasses a trio of rare, architecturally distinguished Craftsman style houses 
constructed of locally quarried ledge stone at 4 and 8 Egremont Street and 1642 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Additionally, this area is noteworthy for its groups of early 20th century apartment buildings exhibiting elements of the 
Classical and Georgian Revival styles. Fairly small in terms of geographic area, this area's boundaries are determined 
by the idyosyncracies of terrain, proximity to a major traffic artery, the presence of modern structures and the 
Brookline line. Cummings Street, the southwest boundary follows the curving path of the top of a ridge which slopes 
dramatically down to the back yards of the Aberdeen area adjacent to Kilsyth Road. The eastern boundary is the 
Brookline line which is parallel to Corey Road. Three side streets, Evans Road, Williston Road sand Orchard Road 
run eastward from Corey Road, the first one or two lots on each street being located within Brighton.The northern 
boundary follows an irregular path around modern residential and commercial structures and parking lots of 
Washington Street. The western boundary, Commonwealth Avenue, includes apartment buildings numbered 1628 to 
1638 Commonwealth Avenue, 1642 Commonwealth Avenue and 1662/1666 Commonwealth Avenue. Near its center, 
the Commonwealth Avenue boundary jogs eastward around a modern motel / commercial complex bordering Mount 
Hood Road. 


The William Munroe House, at 1642 Commonwealth Avenue is the memorable landmark on this area's northern 
edge by virtue of its siting, form and ,above all, materials .Built for a cattleman and now a funeral home this mansion 
was designed in the Craftsman Style. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The Momitriood /Corey Roads area is historically significant as ac. 1890 to 1930 residential quarter that provides 
physical evidence of the major demographic changes that occurred between 1910 and 1930, particularly along 
Commonwealth Avenue. Regarding Commonwealth avenue, Brighton -Allston historian William Marchione notes that 
“though the avenue itself dated from the 1890s, the surrounding acreage experienced remarkable little development until 

@ 10. when a major building boom began. In the 1915 to 1920 period, the area registered a 38 percent increase in 

population, the fastest growth rate in Boston." Triggering this construction boom was the introduction of the surface 
trolley to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909. 


Historically, this area was a hilly, rocky, wooded backwater adjacent to the Brookline line. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries Allston-Brighton's settlements were concentrated in the central, central western and northeastern sections of 
the town. The oldest thoroughfare in this area is Washington Street which forms part of its northeastern boundary. 
Originally called "the great Country Road, Washington street was set out as early as the mid 17th century by the towns 
of Boston, Cambridge and Watertown. Washington Street ran from the Muddy River, which forms the boundary 
between Brookline and Boston, extending northwestward through Brookline and Brighton to the Watertown Mill. The 
1830 Hales Map shows only two or three houses bordering the southeastern-most segment of Washington Street in 
Brighton. In 1836, Joseph Breck founded his well known nursery at the corner of the present Washington and Allston 
Streets. A native of Lancaster, MA., Breck was the author of an outstanding horticultural treatise, The Young Florist , 
or Conversations on the Culture of Flowers and on Natural History. Breck ,the editor of the New England Farmer 
evidently moved to Brighton to take advantage of the town's growing reputation as an important garden center; a 
reputation fostered by the Winships and Warrens. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Mount Hood-Corey Area, continued 


The Munroe House (see photo, Fig.1 ) represents a rare exception to the apartment house rule of structures 
bordering Commonwealth Avenue. 1642 Commonwealth Avenue provides a glimpse of "what might have been" 
along Olmsted's great thoroughfare if large single- family houses had been built during the 1890s and early 1900s. 
Instead, by the time construction reached this part of Commonwealth Avenue, the apartment building construction 
boom of the 1910s and 1920s was well underway, leaving its distinctive mark on the area. 


Architecturally, the Mount Hood/Corey Road area is characterized by a diverse collection of single family and 
apartment building structures. Illustrating this diversity of housing types is the Cummings Road streetscape 

with its fine collection of substantial, single family Craftsman, Queen Anne and Colonial Revival houses as well as 
Classical and Georgian Revival apartment buildings . In general, single- family residences lining Cummings Road 
possess rectangular and L-shaped forms; sheathing materials include bricks, clapboards, wood shingles and stucco. 
Residences situated on the southwest side of this thoroughfare possess full basements below the grade of Cummings 
Road; the wooded back yards of these houses slope down steeply to the Aberdeen area. 


6 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig.2 ) is a square, hip roofed house measuring three bays wide and three bays 
deep. Constructed of red brick, it is characterized by an interesting blend of formal,Georgian Revival elements and a 
ystic, Crasftsman style sensibility. At the center of the main facade is a Tuscan -columned , flat roofed porch. 
Particularly noteworthy is the bowed, wooden, multi pane screen which shelters the front door. Flanking the bowed 
screen are Doric pilasters. On either side of the porch are arched, tripartite windows with solid, paneled fan lights. In 
general, windows exhibit original 4/1 wood sash.At the center of the second floor, French doors open on to the 
porch roof. Projecting from the north and south walls are a one-story polygonal bay and open, one-story porch, 
respectively. The Craftsman style influence is evident in the saw -cut brackets of the porch, polygonal bay and eaves. 


Properties noteworthy for their design and quality craftsmanship include 24 Cummings Road (see photo, 
Fig.3 _). Rectangular in form, a polygonal porch with a high basement projects from the south east corner. English 
Medieval Revival features, include the principle elevation's overhanging second floor and off center, half -timbered 
gable. Its rough textured stucco surfaces and the rustic, weathered shingles of its dormers, contrast with smooth 
wood trimmings. One of this house's most charming features is its recessed entrance: flanking the front door , 
Tuscan Revival columns rise from a smooth tile floor to the second floor's overhang. Tempering the classicism of the 
columns are wooden brackets which appear beneath the overhang ; these brackets convey a Craftsman style 
sensibility. 


Possessing an irregular form and massive, intersecting gambrel roofs, 28 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig. 4) 
is acommodious, wood shingle -sheathed house with a decidedly Medieval Revival sensibility Its off -center main 
entrance is composed of a multi pane front door and wide side lights which are set within a modified segmental arch. 
To the left of the entrance is an oriel window sheltered by the overhang of the second floor. Projecting from the north 
gambrel is a shorter, shallow gambrel roofed component.Situated close to the street, this building's rear wall is one 
story below the grade of Cummings Road. 


The compact, Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house at 36 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig.5 ) was designed 
E. Little Rogers in 1900. This 2-story house is characterized by a boxy, hip -roofed, rectangular form. This 
iree-bay, double pile residence is sheathed with wood shingles. Its three-bay main facade's center entrance opens on 
to a Tuscan columned porch. Displaying a dentil course, the porch's entablature is surmounted by a pedimented roof. 
Above the porch is a polygonal oriel enlivened by windows containing diamond shaped panes. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 






@ iassacuuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton 
Property Name: MoUNT ood— 
CoREY AREX 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Architectural Description, Mount Hood-Corey Area, continued 


The top of the oriel projects from the frieze board. A modern, three-story condominium addition extends from the rear 
wall. Rising from the center of the hip roof is a gable roofed dormer exhibiting tripartite windows. 


Architecturally distinguished examples of early 20th century apartment buildings lining Cummings Road include 
the Peter G. Rice-designed yellow brick apartment buildings at 44-56 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig. 6 ). 
Enclosed by a flat roof, these buildings possess identical rectangular forms Classical Revival designs. Built in 1914 
these Classical Revival 4 -story buildings are set back from the curving path of Cummings Road facing short lawns. 
Flat, two-bay entrance facades display paired front doors set within shallow Corinthian columned porticoes; the 
entrance bays are flanked by bow fronts. Standard size and tripartite windows are set off by limestone sills and lintels 
with shallow cornices.The first floor exhibit a continuous lintel course. These facades culminate in crisply rendered 
metal cornices. The c.1917-1924 Georgian Revival group at 17-35 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig.7 ) . 
Characterized by a rectangular form which follows the curved path of Cummings Road, the 16-bay main facade is 
enlivened by a progression of projecting, square and shallow bays. Constructed of brown ,black and dark red 
bricks, these three-story buildings are trimmed with cast stone. The main entrances are flanked by the square bays and 
are situated beneath curved hoods with molded cornices. In general, lintels feature tabs and keystones. This building 

ulminates in a low parapet exhibiting molded, heraldic shield-like ornamentation at each entrance bays. This 

partment building is situated on a rise which is enclosed by a three foot retaining wall. the main facades demonstrate 
“how shallow and projecting square bays placed at regular intervals can provide vertical accents within a broad, 
horizontal expanse of masonry walls. 


Corey Road, like Cummings Road, is lined with substantial single family residences and apartment buildings. 
Prominently sited at the northeast corner of Corey and Evans Roads (see photo, Fig. 8 ), this mansion 
encompasses a five bay, double pile structure with one and two story enclosed porches projecting from its north and 
south walls, respectively. This house's main facade is dominated by a center entrance pavilion featuring a pedimented, 
monumental Tuscan columned portico. The center entrance is surmounted by a graceful fan light and flanked by 
narrow side lights. Above the entrance is a bowed porch with slat -work balusters. Accented by modillion blocks, the 
center pavilions porch pediment contains a lunette window. In general, the widows of its symmetrical facades contain 
8/1 wood sash and display gauged brick, key stone lintels. 


85 Corey Road (see photo, Fig.9 _) is a single family, cross -shaped masonry residence built c. 1920-1930 for 
the family of Boston real estate developer Ephraim Stone. Rising to a height of two stories, this T-shaped house 
represents a blend of the Georgian and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. This 2.5 story residence is enclosed by a hip 
roof covered with red terra cotta tiles. Measuring 7-bays in width and 4-bays in depth, the main facade is accented 
with continuous soldier brick lintel courses. Extending from the center of the main facade is a small enclosed porch 
enclosed by a segmental roof. Doric pilasters flank the multi-pane double doors. 


Evans, Williston and Orchard Roads, extend the length of two house lots southwest of Corey Road before crossing 
over the Brookline town line. 93 Williston Street (see photo, Fig. 10 ), is a Shingle/Colonial Revival 
residence noteworthy for its distinctive, wood shingle covered form. Essentially L-shaped in form, a 2.5 story gable 
roofed ell projects from the main facade of the gambrel roof enclosed main block.Projecting from the ell is a one story 
enclosed porch with an open second floor porch with punched and cut railings. Situated at the intersection of the ell 

@« main block , the front door opens on to a porch with a fluted Tuscan columns and heavy entablature. Two tiers of 
dormers are located on its main blocks double pitched roof slopes.(continued) 
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Architectural Description, Mt. Hood-Corey Area, continued 


Three unusual ledge stone-constructed , mansion-scale residences are located within this area including: 4 and 8 
Egremont Road (see photos, Figs.15 and 16 ) and 1642 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, 

Fig.l ). Built for cattkeman William H. Munroe in 1910, 1642 Commonwealth Avenue was the grandest and most 
visible of these ledgestone which are unique within the city of Boston. This shaped residence's rear wall is below the 
grade of Commonwealth Avenue, hence, its main facade rises to a height of 2-stories while its remaining walls are 
three stories in height. Measuring three-bays in width, its east wall is three bays in length while its west wall exhibits 
five bays. Situated on a high rise, a steep flight of concrete stairs provides access to the center entrance porch. 

This small porch is constructed of ledge stone and is sheltered on three sides by a Craftsman style, 
slate-shingle-covered roof slope. Rising above these roof slopes is a low, ledge stone balustrade which encircles the 
second floor porch. Still intact are the front doors original side lights and transom. 


To the right of the entrance porch is a small-paned tripartite window and on its left side is a one -story polygonal bay. 

A tripartite window set within a broad voussoir-edged arch is located at the center of the main facade. Situated on the 

west wall, near the northwest corner of the main block's first floor is a bowed bay which rests on a high basement. 

This house is enclosed by a boad slate-shingle covered hip roof; rising from the roof's west slope is a small , hip-roof 
dormer. At the center of the roof is a narrow, balustrade enclosed platform. 


oteworthy for its H-shaped plan , distinctive and stream lined Art Deco facade treatments, the tan brick apartment 
house at 1662-1666 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.18 ) is an interesting example of a late 1920s 
multi-family building. This apartment complex is treated as four 6-story, 6-bay by 4-bay structures ranged around a 
north, south and west court yard. Each of the upper floors exhibit two groups of three windows flanked by pairs of 
windows. Illustrating the Art Deco style's predelection for bold, soaring, vertical forms, this building's bays are 
separated by shallow brick piers continued a few inches above the cast stone parapet. 
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Architectural Description, Mount Hood-Corey Area, continued 


Along Corey Road and its side streets, suburban features such as lawns, garages and free standing residences contrast 
with the group of brick, bow front Georgian Revival apartment houses at 84 -96 Corey Road _ (see photo, 

Fig. 11 ).The rose hue of this groups brick materials is unusually attractive, memorably contrasting with gray 
granite trimmings. Designed in 1906 by Michael Boyle, these three- family buildings represent early examples of 
multi family housing built for the electric street car commuter.This group is composed of interlocking L- and T-shaped 
forms. The main facade exhibit 4-bays and a bow front. Front doors are sheltered within deeply recessed entries 
which contain short flights of brick and concrete steps. 


The only institutional building in this area is the Fay, Spofford and Thorndike-designed Harriet A. Baldwin 
Schoolat 121 Corey Road (see photo, Fig.12 ). Designed in the Tudor Revival style in 1926, this three 
story brick and cast stone trimmed building is U-shaped in form and is enclosed by a flat , stepped parapet encircled 
roof. Its main entrance opens on to a recessed court yard flanked by wings. Three cast stone bands enliven the 
basement walls and lintel courses accent the upper floors. In general, this buildings walls are pierced by banks of five 
windows containing 6/6 wood sash surmounted by label moldings . Both the main and side entrances are set within 
narrow, two- story projecting stepped gable pavilions. The entrance's double doors exhibit ornate 
pinnacle-surmounted surrounds . 


ount Hood Road, located at the center of this area, ascends a gently sloping hillside from Corey Road to 
Commonwealth Avenue. Designed c. 1905-1909 by Michael Boyle, the 3-story yellow brick apartments at 7-19 
Mount Hood Road (see photo, Fig.13 ), possess interlocking T-shaped forms enclosed by a flat roof. The 
main facade represents a progression of three flat entrance bays flanked by bow fronts. Doric pilasters flank entrances 
surmounted by segmental pediments. In addition to its undulating form, the other noteworthy aspect of this group is 
its decorative brick work . The entrance bays of the first and second floors feature raised and recessed bricks arranged 
in rectangular , cross-shaped and six pointed star patterns. In general, windows contain 12/1 wood sash and wedge 
-shaped, keystone lintels. Additionally, this Renaissance Revival building exhibits a bracketed, molded metal cornice 
on three sides. 


25 -35 Mount Hood Road (see photo, Fig.14 ) is composed of four interlocking I-shaped apartment 
buildings containing three interior court yards. This three-story group represents a type of apartment building 
commonly found in Brighton's apartment house districts; each building of this group features three tiers of open 
porches with solid brick railings flanked by shallow "wings".Built by the S.L. Milton Construction Co. in the 
Georgian Revival style c. 1920-1924, these brick buildings are accented by cast stone trimmings including quoins, 
sills, keystone lintels and low parapets ornamented with panels containing blind balustrade treatments.These parapets 
are stepped, rather than of a uniform height, because of the fact that these buildings climb relatively steep terrain. 
Flanked by square, brick Doric "columns", its main entrances are located at the center of each facade. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 






@ i assacuuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: | Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Mount Hood-Corey Area | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Historical Narrative, Mount Hood-Corey Area, continued 


Breck initially specialized in raising vegetables and flower seeds, but afterwards added shrubs, bulbous rooted plants, 
phlox, peonies and tulips. In 1851 he moved from this area to Nonantum Hill at Oak Square , taking over the land and 
grapery of Boston horticulturalist Horace Gray. By 1852, several houses owned by the Livermore and Dana families 
bordered the extreme southeastern section of Washington Street. The 1866 Map showing the location of 
Allston-Brighton's slaughter houses reveals the Mount Hood Road-Corey Road area to have been singularly devoid of 
these enterprises, owing no doubt to the ledgy , irregular terrain which characterizes much of the Corey's Hill's 
hilltop. Additionally, water resources such as brooks and streams that were utilized by slaughter house operators to 
dispose of blood and animal matter were absent within the Mount Hood/Corey Roads area. 


According to Brighton-Allston historian William P. Marchione, "as early as 1869 Boston attorney Uriel H. Crocker 
proposed a grandiose plan for the creation of a park that would extend from the vicinity of the present Boston 
University Bridge to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. Corey Hill was to be the central element in this reservation." 
According to Crocker, "the finest view of Boston and the neighboring cities and towns, of the harbor and of the 
country for miles around, that is to be obtained in this vicinity-a view upon the beauties of which it is useless to 
enlarge, but what must be seen to be appreciated." Indeed Crocker deemed such a park "superior to Central Park in 
New York" Instead of a park, the City of Boston embarked on an ambitious road project through the area, a little over 
decade before the dawn of the "Automobile Age". 


In 1884 the firm of the preeminent late 19th century American landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted began 
studies for the Boston Street Department for a new avenue in Brighton. Originally called Massachusetts Avenue, 
Commonwealth Avenue began at its intersection with Brighton Avenue and followed a winding route to the Chestnut 
Hill Reservoir; at the reservoir the avenue was linked to Beacon Street, Brookline , by a segment of Chestnut Hill 
Avenue. This system of roads was known as the Chestnut Hill Loop. A preliminary plan for the widening of Beacon 
Street in Brookline dated November 29, 1886, shows Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton as originally intended by 
Olmsted. The path of Commonwealth Avenue, west of Warren Street, is depicted as a meandering roadway 
bordered by clusters of trees . The informality of this segment of Commonwealth Avenue stood in marked contrast to 
the more formal "leg" of the avenue between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street. The latter, more formal segment of 
Commonwealth Avenue runs over level terrain with center and side access roads separated by tree-shaded park 
strips. The aforementioned ledgy, steep segment of Commonwealth Avenue, west of Warren Street, (running along 
the northern edge of the Mt. Hood-Corey Road area) had been slated for a rustic, informal appearance. It was set out , 
however, as a continuation of the more formal, three parallel roadway plan at the eastern end of this 
thoroughfare.Olmsted's plan was further compromised by the introduction of the streetcar over the avenue in 1909. 
Features surviving from Olmsted's mid -1880s plan include the winding path of the great boulevard, its 200 foot 
width, its linkage via Chestnut Hill Avenue with Beacon Street. 


Set out during the early 1890s, the potential for Commonwealth Avenue as a great thoroughfare bordered by attractive 

housing remained unrealized for almost twenty years. By the time Commonwealth Avenue was completed, the 

housing market was already saturated with the single and multi-family housing of Beacon Street, Brookline and 

vicinity; Beacon Street had been a prime location for house construction during the 1887 to 1892 period. In 1893, a 

severe economic recession put a damper on construction along the avenue for years. Additionally, the City of Boston 

delayed completion of Commonwealth Avenue's landscaping by over a decade. House construction prior to the 
oming of the electric streetcar in 1909 was rare and must have required a leap of faith on the part of developers and 
ome owners to chance such an expensive undertaking in such a remote part of the city (continued). 
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Historical Narrative, Mt. Hood-Corey Area, continued 


One of the first buildings erected in this area was the Colonial Revival residence at 36 Cummings Road (see 
photo, Fig. 5).Designed and built by and for E. Little Rogers in 1900, this house's land had been part of the 
extensive James Dana holdings in this area during the 1860s and 1870's. By 1885, much of this area was owned by 
William H. Monroe. The Munroe house was located at the intersection of Mt. Hood and Egremont roads. Cummings 
Road or "Road No. 4" as it was originally called, was opened in 1892, linking the recently completed Commonwealth 
Avenue with Corey Road. By the late 1890s, 36 Cummings Roads lot was part of a tract owned by the West End 
Land Company. This was the company that was organized by Henry M. Whitney during the late 1880s to capitalize on 
the demand for suburban house lots in the vicinity of Beacon Street, Brookline. following the completion of the 
electric West End street railway line. Completed in 1887, this railway ran from Kenmore Square to Cleveland Circle 
over Beacon Street. Evidently, the Mt. Hood/Corey Road area considered near enough to Beacon Street to warrant 
Whitney's West End Land Company purchasing tracts in this section of Brighton . 


In any event, Rogers owned 36 Cummings Road for a brief period of time. By 1909, this house was owned by 
Florence E. and George D. Allen, salesman.The Allen's lived here until at least the 1930s. Allen's business address is 
variously listed as 562 Atlantic Avenue, 340 summer Street and 177 high Street. By 1930, he was the vice president 
@. treasurer of Knight, Allen and Clark. 

Corey Road was set out parallel to Commonwealth Avenue and the Brookline town line in 1892-93. The first 
group of apartments built in this are was the red brick, Georgian Revival 3-family buildings at 84-96 Corey Road 
( see photo, Fig.11 ) in 1906. Additionally, this group continued around the corner to the north to include 10, 14 
and 18 Mt. Hood Road. During the late 19th century, this land had been part of Timothy Corey's extensive Corey Hill 
holdings.By the late 1890s, Corey Road 's lots were part of Henry M. Whitney's West End Land Company's 
multi-lot tract. 84-96 Corey Road was built in 1906 for George M. Johnson, real estate developer by J.K. Martin from 
designs provided by Michael Boyle. The 1909 and 1916 Brighton Atlases list Johnson as the owner of 84-90 while an 
Ina A. Arbecan owned 92 to 96 Corey road. By 1925,this group was owned by C.H. Spaulding (84), Carl M. Berry 
(86,88), B. Tasker (90), Ida Aronovitz (92,94) and R.H. Greenberg (96).During the 1930s, this group houses 
included a fairly equal representation of Jewish, Irish and Anglo tenants. 


Another George M. Johnston -developed , Michael Boyle-designed and John K. Martin-built apartment group is 7-19 
Mt. Hood Road (see photo, Fig. 13 ). Built c. 1910-1915, this group's lot lines are shown on the 1909 
Brighton Atlas. Evidently Johnston purchased these lots from the West End Land Co. By 1925, an I. Smolenky 
owned these yellow brick, Renaissance Revival , 6-family buildings. 


Turning to post -1909 electric street car-related residential developments along Commonwealth Avenue, the 
remarkable stone Colonial revival/Craftsman house at 1642 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.l ) 
was built for cattle dealer William H. Munroe in 1910. Like the two town houses built during the early 1900s along 
Park Drive in the West Fens section of Boston , the Munroe House evidently represents a trend in house 
construction which never materialized. Instead of great single family residences bordering Commonwealth Avenue, 
large apartments represented the norm, rather than the exception to the rule.Built by Robert Glancy and J. Mc Cartney 
and Sons of Waltham from designs provided by Boston architect Harry M. Ramsay, this house was owned by the 
Munroe family for only a few years after its construction. The Munroe family had been important land owners in this 
ea since c. 1880. By 1897, the Munroe's owned a tract in this area encompassing 405,265 square feet. The Munroe 
ouse was located at the present intersection of Mt. Hood and Egremont roads. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 






ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Iffice of the Secretary, Boston 






Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Mt. Hood-Corey Area, 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Mt. Hood-Corey Area, continued 


By 1909, the Munroe lands had been reduced to a still-extensive 65,068 square feet. By 1916, Ruth H. and George 
H. Brooks, a Court Street, Boston banker and salesman owned this house.The Brooks family lived here until at least 
the early 1930s. For many years this house has served as the Hasiotis Funeral Home. 


Other Harry M. Ramsay-designed stone houses in this area include 4 and 8 Egremont Street (see photos, 
Figs.15 and 18 ).Egremont Road was set out in 1906 over the William H. Munroe estate.. Built c. 
1910-1915, 4 and 8 Egremont Road, like 1642 Commonwealth Avenue were built of local ledge stone materials.4 
Egremont was built for Hilda L. and L. Gordon Glazier, State Street, Boston treasurer.Over time, Glazier is 
variously listed as accountant and vice president of Jones, Mc Duffie and Straton , 55 Franklin Street, by 1930. The 
Glaziers lived on Egremont Road until at least the early 1930s. Further research is needed on 8 Egremont Road. 


By 1910, house construction in this area was also underway on the side streets between Corey Road and the 
Brookline town line. 93 Williston Road (see photo, Fig.10 ), for example was built as a 2-family house for 
John H. Fitzgerald by Edward Gilson, East Milton contractor in 1911. Fitzgerald, evidently owned this property for 
only a short time, selling this house to Grace B. Ducett, chiropodist, by 1916. During the 1920s and 1930s, John A. 
Gunn, clerk, 27 Burlington Avenue owned this handsome Shingle /Classical Revival residence. 


@:. Mt. Hood/Corey Road area is one of the few sections bordering Commonwealth Avenue in which single and 
2-family residences out number apartment buildings. This state of affairs has to do with the difficulties and expense of 
excavating basements for large buildings on ledgy, uneven terrain. Several groups of apartment buildings were, 
however, built in response to the introduction of the electric street car to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909. 44-56 
Cummings Road (see photo, Fig.6 ) was designed and built by and for Peter G. Rice of Peter G. Rice & Co. 
in 1914. The Rice company was located in the Old South Building, Washington Street, Boston. Each building was 
erected to house four families.By 1916, an R. Litchfield owned 44 and 48, Frank O. White owned 52 and Peter G. 
Rice retained ownership of 56 Cummings Road. By 1925, the names of this group's owners reflects the rise in 
Allston -Brighton's Jewish population, particularly in areas bordering Commonwealth Avenue during the 1910s and 
1920s. At that time, J.L. Barron, F. Goldsmith, H. Green and L. and M. Shuman owned 44,48,52 and 56 
Cummings Road, respectively. 


The group of apartments at35 to 41 Egremont Road (see photo, Fig.19 ) provides evidence evidence that a 
prominent, accomplished architect such as John C. Spofford, was at work in the areas bordering Commonwealth 
avenue during the World War I era. During the late 19th century, Spofford was in partnership with Charles 
Brigham.During the 1890s they designed the yellow brick addition to the Massachusetts State House as well as several 
buildings at Foxboro State Hospital. In 1911, Spofford designed the Italian Renaissance Revival Princeton Hotel at 
Commonwealth Avenue and Spofford Road in Allston. These buildings were built as investment properties for T.B. 
Munroe. Each building was erected to house 6-families. By 1925, a Thomas J. Craig owned these buildings. 


Post World War I house construction continued at a brisk pace in this area, particularly along Cummings and Corey 
roads.6 Cummings Road (see photo, Fig.2 ) and the similarly rendered red brick Georgian Revival house at 
66 Corey road were built in 1919 on land that had been part of a 20,324 square foot tract that had been owned by a 
Frederick C. Hinckley since the late 1890s. Prior to that time this parcel had been part of the James Dana holdings 
(1860s and 1870s), and William H. Munroe (1880s and early 1890s) (continued). 
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Historical Narrative, Mt. Hood - Corey Area, continued 


6 Cummings Road's (see photo, Fig.2 _) original owner was Jacob Shapiro, wholesale lumber dealer and real 
estate agent at 27 School Street, Boston. Interestingly, this house was designed by Harry M. Ramsay, architect of the 
ledge stone-constructed Egremont Road houses. This house's builder was William W. Mc Kee 
(continued).Presumably, Mc Kee utilized Shapiro's lumber in the construction of these houses. Shapiro is listed as the 
owner of 66 Corey Road, the contiguous property to the southeast of 6 Cummings Road, during the 1920s and 

1930s. In 1925, 6 Cummings Road was owned by Moses Mishel, president and treasurer of M. Mishel, textile 
importers, 146 Summer Street .By 1930, 6 Cummings Road was the property of William Harvey, real estate agent 
based at 10 Long Avenue, Allston. 


The Spanish Colonial revival style house at 85 Corey Road(see photo, Fig.9 ) was built c.1917 to 1924 on part 
of the Corey family lands. The owners of this house in 1925 were Rhoda and Ephraim Stone. Mr. Stone was in real 
estate at 53 State Street, Boston. By 1930, this house 's occupants included Henry F. Finkel, physician, at 479 
Beacon Street as well as Ephraim Stone. 


During the 1917 to 1924 period, several apartments were built by the S.L. Milton Construction Co., including 25 to 
35 Mt. Hood Road (see photo, Fig.14 ) and 17 to 35 Cummings Road. The Dana-Munroe House, the 

@ry house located in this area during the late 19th century, was sited on 29 Mt. Hood Road's lot. This T-shaped 
nouse had three stables on its property. The Dana -Munroe house was extant until at least 1916. During the early 20th 
century it was owned by Bentley W. Warren, et al trustees. Mt. Hood Road is shown as a proposed street on the 
1897 Brighton Atlas.By 1909, Mt. Hood had been set out and was called Munroe Street. It was apparently called 
Wellington Road during the early 1910s before being called Mt. Hood Road by 1916. 


17-35 Cummings Road(see photo, Fig.7 ) isa Neo Adamesque apartment complex that was also built c. 
1917-1924 by the S.L. Milton Construction Co. It was also built on land that had been part of the property of the 
Dana and Munroe families during the late 19th century. 


During the late 1920s, a "gap" in the impressive wall of apartments bordering the southeast side of Commonwealth 
Avenue, was filled with the construction of 1626 to 1638 Commonwealth Avenue and 1662 to 1666 Commonwealth 
Avenue. Designed in the Tudor Revival style in 1927 by the prolific. apartment specialists Silverman , Brown and 
Heenan, each of 1626- 1638 Commonwealth Avenue's (see photo, Fig.20 ) buildings housed 24 
families. The original owners of this group were a Hurwitz and Goldberg.The Art Deco 1662 to 1666 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.18 _) was built in 1929 to house 66 families by the Sliverman and 
Brown firm. It was originally owned by the Cummings Realty Company. 


One measure of this area's explosive growth during the 1920s was the construction of the Renaissance/Georgian 
Revival Harriet Baldwin School at 121 Corey Road (see photo, Fig. 12 ). Built in 1926 on land that had 
Been owned by the Corey family until the early 1910s, this parcel was owned by the City of Boston by 1916. It was 
designed by the Boston architectural firm of Fay, Spofford and Thorndike . It was built to house 14 class 
rooms.During the late 19th century, Harriet Baldwin was a resident of Harvard Avenue, Allston, before it became 
built up with commercial blocks during the early 20th century. She was a founder of the Allston Congregational 
Church on Quint avenue and was the first president of the Allston Women's Association.(continued) 
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DO Individually eligible © Eligible only ina historic district 
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The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Mount Hood- Corey Area 


Meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places as a small but unusually rich 
area of well-designed, early 20th- century apartment buildings; commodious Queen Anne, Shingle 
Style , Colonial Revival and Craftsman residences; and, above all, three interesting examples of 
houses constructed entirely of locally quarried ledge stone. Making a strong visual contribution to 
the Commonwealth Avenue streetscape via its Art Deco design is the Scherman and Brown - 
designed tan brick apartment building at 1662 to 1666 Commonwealth Avenue. Apartments 
numbered 7-19 Mount Hood Road(1910-1915) and 23-35 Mount Hood Road (1917- 

- 1924) exhibit felicitous Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival designs, respectively. 
Cummings and Corey Roads possess a choice collection of early 20th- century residences 
including the Colonial Revival house at 36 Cummings Road that was designed by and for the 
architect and builder E. Little Rogers and the Craftsman/Tapestry brick house at6 Cummings 
Road designed by Harry M. Ramsay for Boston real estate developer Jacob Shapiro.Particularly 
noteworthy in this area are the three substantial houses constructed of ledge stone at 1642 

‘ Commonwealth Avenue, and 4 and 6 Corey Roads. The most spectacular of these 
stone houses is the c. late 1890s 1642 Commonwealth Avenue which was built for prominent 
Brighton cattle dealer William Munroe from designs provided by Harry M. Ramsey. Additionally, 
this area includes the Harriet E. Baldwin School at 121 Corey Road which which is a 
solid, well-rendered example of a mid 1920s Tudor Revival Boston Public Schools building.This 
oO area Satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area _ Washington-Warren Inst. 


Present Use Institutional, 


Eclessiastical 


Construction Dates or Period 1908 to 1950 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
@.: Warren -Washington Institutions Area encompasses five architecturally significant, late 19th and early 20th 

century institutional complexes. The buildings and campuses of this area include: The William Howard Taft 

School, Brighton High School, Kennedy Memorial Hospital (currently the Franciscan Children's 

Hospital ), Marine Hospital (formerly U.S. Public Health service), and Saint Gabriel's Church and 

Monastery. Represented within this area are the works of Boston City Architect Edmund March Wheelwright, 

Maginnis and Walsh , O'Connell and Shaw and United StatesTreasury Department architect Louis A. Simon. 


The Edmund March Wheelwright -designed William Howard Taft School at 26 Warren Street (see photo, 
Fig. 1 ) was built in 1894 as the new high school for Brighton. Architecturally, it is a fine example of a late -19th- 
century institutional building blending elements of the Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival styles. I-shaped in 
form, this 4.5 story red brick and granite trimmed building is situated on a triangular lot at the intersection of 
Cambridge and Warren streets. A semi-circular driveway fronts the building. Across Cambridge Street, to the north is 
a residential area of large mid- to- late -19th century residences. To the east is a large, vacant wooded lot which 
evidently represents a remnant of the 19th -century quarry called Beatty's Ledge. On the south side of this school is 
the multi-building campus of the Franciscan Children's Hospital which was built as the Kennedy Memorial Hospital in 
1947.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The William Howard Taft Junior High School, Brighton High School, Franciscan Children's 
Hospital, the 14-acre St. Gabriel's Monastery and Church complex and the Brighton Marine Center attest 
to the proliferation of Catholic institutions and public schools during the late 19th and early 20th century. The 

Gomi of these institutions between the 1890s and the 1940s are symbolic of the maturing of Allston-Brighton as 
ommunity. 


Washington Street on the northwest side of this area was part of an "ancient" mid 17th century highway known as the 
"Road to the Watertown Mill". Cambridge Street, on the north side of this area was set out in 1808 to provide Brighton 
with closer links to Cambridge and the West Boston Bridge.Prior to the late 1850s there were no roads running 
southeast to northeast between Washington Street and Harvard Avenue. Warren Street was set out from the Brookline 
town line to Cambridge Street in 1859. Commonwealth Avenue, at the southeastern edge of this area was part of an 
Olmsted plan that was conceived in 1884, constructed in 1893 and only fully utilized by 1909 with the introduction of 
the electric street railway. 


To a great degree, the development of this area was shaped by its topography. The ledgy terrain northeast of Warren 
Street remained undeveloped until the late 1940s because of Beatty's Ledge, an area of rock out croppings that was the 
site of a quarry during the late 19th century. Rising between Warren and Washington streets is an eminence known as 
Nevins Hill which affords spectacular views of Boston. Between the mid -18th and early -20th centuries, a succession 
of prominent families lived in a rambling mansion on this hill top, beginning with Captain Nathaniel Cunningham , the 
largest subscriber to the meetinghouse construction fund in 1744. During the 19th century, the land on which the St. 
Gabriel's Monastery and St. Elizabeth Hospital's complex stands was a farm known as the Nevins Estate. (continued) 
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Architectural Description ,Warren, Washington Institutions Area, continued 


Constructed in 1947, The Kennedy Memorial Hospital, at 30 Warren Street , currently known as the 
Franciscan Children's Hospital (see photo, Fig. 2 ), is composed of a group of 5 buildings linked by 
narrow L-shaped one story connectors. Reading from west to east, these buildings have the following massing 
arrangements: L-shaped, E-shaped, Y-shaped, E-shaped and L-shaped (north west wing). All of these constructed 
are constructed of light orange brick, display restrained cast stone trimmings and stand 1.5 to 3.5 stories in height. 
Stylistically, these are utilitarian buildings with the occasional reference to the Renaissance and Georgian Revival 
styles. The center administration building's 2.5-story main block measures 10-bays in width and approximately three 
-bays in depth. Enclosed by a hip roof, a square cupola rises from a low platform to a conical , cross-surmounted roof 
cap. Tall yellow brick chimneys rise from the end walls. Projecting from the southwest and northwest corners of the 
main block are rectangular wings measuring 10-bays in width and are five bays deep. Projecting from the rear wall is a 
rectangular , two-story north wing. Connected to the north wall of the administration building is the E-shaped St. 
Catherine's Hall. Projecting from the center of the 12-bay main facade is an entrance pavilion measuring three bays in 
width with a depth of two-bays.At the center of its facade gable is an arched entrance. Ornamentation is confined to 
the denticulated cornice. This one-story structure is enclosed by an intersecting gable roof. The northern -most 
component of this hospital complex is L-shaped in form and rises to a height of 3.5 stories. With the exception of the 
administration building, this component exhibits the most profuse ornament in a complex characterized by boxy forms 

nd plain surface finishes. Measuring 21-bays in width, entrances, 13-bays of these bays are flanked by shallow , 

rojecting 4-bay wings. Ornate Renaissance Revival enframements appear at the center of the 4-bay end sections. A 
center entrance is surmounted by a Georgian Revival pediment. The edges of this building are accented with brick 
quoins while a belt course appears above the basement windows; third floor windows rise from a a tab-edged sill 
course. This building is enclosed by a flat roof. The southern- most wing of the original complex is E-shaped and 
obscured by a rectangular c. 1970s wing. 


The Brighton High School at 25 Warren Street (see photo , Fig.3 ) is a large U-shaped granite structure 
that was built by Roman Catholic Church specialists O'Connell and Shaw in 1930. Spectacularly sited on a terraced 
campus, a U-shaped driveway ascends Nevins Hill to two broad flight of granite stairs providing access to a spacious 
terrace enclosed by the main and flanking facades of the school building.The 17-bay main facade features a center 
entrance flanked by 8 windows set within broad pointed arches.The first floor extends a single bay beyond the second 
floor's wall. Interspersed between the banks of 6-narrow second floor windows are narrow polygonal bays. Rising 
from the southeastern corner of the main facade is a four story Tudoresque tower. The wings are a full story taller than 
the main block due to a variation in the grade of this site. The four-bay by 10-bay wings feature entrances on the 
narrow end walls. 


St. Gabriel's Monastery complex at 159 Washington Street is situated atop Nevins or Monastery Hill, one of 
the highest elevations in the city. St. Gabriel's site encompasses gently sloping meadows, level terrain and steep 
slopes.This complex embraces a monastery, church, retreat house , shrine and garage. The original Passionists 
Fathers Monastery (see photo, Fig.4 ) was constructed in 1909 from designs provided by T. Edward 
Sheehan,. Rising to a height of three - and -one-half stories it is essentially I-shaped in form. (continued) 
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This structure is the finest example of the Mission Style in the city of Boston. Parged with stucco, its 8-bay main 
facade is flanked by 7-bay, double pile wings.Extending across the entrance facade is an arched loggia. Enclosed by a 
terra cotta tile hip roof, its west wing culminates in gables curved and stepped in the manner of the 18th century 
missions of California. The Monastery 's east wall is contiguous with a late 1920s tan brick retreat house 
characterized by restrained, planar surfaces. The retreat house's north wall, in turn, is connected to a modern, 
three-story c. 1950s structure also constructed of tan brick. 


Constructed in 1927-29 by Boston Catholic Church architects Maginnes and Walsh, St. Gabriel's Church (see 
photo, Fig.5 ), is Renaissance Revival in style. Possessing a cruciform plan, this building is three bays (71 feet) 
wide, five bays (164 feet) deep and 60 feet high. The church is constructed of buff-colored brick with cast stone 
accents and red mission tile roof. Located on the southeast gable's facade, the main entrance is dominated by a 
monumental arch enframing a concave wall surface. At the center of this curved wall are tall doors with ornate 
surrounds. The center gable is flanked by the lower, narrow end walls of the interior aisles. These facades exhibit tall 
entrances with molded trimmings, including cornice headed entablatures, above each entrance are occulus windows 
with key stone surrounds. 


@ "0 on the property is a small, one-story, free-standing octagonal shrine constructed in 1965. The tan brick shrine is 
contemporary in design and has large plate glass windows on five sides to allow views of the landscaped property. 


Encompassing a dozen structures, the Brighton Marine Hospital complex at 77 Warren Street, originally 
called the United States Public Health Service, was built between 1938- 1940 from plans provided by United 
States Treasury Architect Louis A. Simon. This campus is composed of three sections. Located at the southern end of 
this property is an interesting enclave of five hip- roofed, L, T-and U-shaped red brick Georgian Revival structures 
originally built as housing for United States Health Officers (see photo, Fig. 6). This village- like 
developments is the most architecturally significant component of this hospital complex. A driveway separates the U- 
and T-shaped Building #7, 77 C and Building #6, 77 D on the east side from the west side's L-shaped Building #3, 
77 H; U-shaped Building #4, 77 G and the U-shaped Building #5, 77 F. All but one of these buildings are identical, 
with small Doric entrance porches nestled into the corner of the main blocks and side ells. Four bays border the 
driveway while the side walls are three -bays deep. The exception to this rule is the L-shaped 77H with a bowed 
portico projecting from its 5-bay main facade. 


The center of the hospital complex is dominated by a massive, 7-story E-shaped main hospital building (see 
photo, Fig.7 _ ). Its main facade measures 25-bays in width and eleven bays in depth. Blending elements of the Art 
Deco and Art Modern styles,this building is constructed of brick with cast stone trimmings. 


To the rear is a pair of boxy, rectangular red brick structures flank a rectangular green space (see photo, Fig. 8) 
Rising to a height of three stories and enclosed by a hip roof, these buildings measure 8-bays in width with a depth of 
three bays. Originally built as housing for nurses and other hospital staff members, these structures were 
originally linked to the main building by a rectangular connector pierced by a wide square headed opening above the 
driveway flanked by archways accommodating side walks; only the northern connector survives intact. 


t the northern-most section of the campus is a one-story, rectangular red brick incinerator facility. Separated from 


e main building by a parking lot, this structure is enclosed by a flat roof and exhibits utilitarian surface finishes. 
To the rear of this building is a tall chimney . 
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Historical Narrative, Warren-Washington Institutions Area, continued 


Jared Coffin, a native of Nantucket, settled on the hilltop in 1843 in "Captain Cunningham's Seat", later occupied by 
Coffin's daughter and her husband David Nevins, a wealthy manufacturer. 


The first institutional building erected in this area was the 1894 Georgian Revival William Howard Taft Middle 
School, originally Brighton High School at 26 Warren Street (see photo, Fig. 7. ). The quality of 
Wheelwright's work is consistently high and, in this regard, the Taft School is no exception to this rule. The first 
Brighton High School was organized in 1841 and was housed in a former private Academy atop Agricultural Hill at 
Brighton Center. Brighton High has occupied four buildings in three separate locations over the years. Its first two 
houses stood in a pine grove on Academy Hill. For the first thirty-three years, it was part of the Brighton school 
system, which was among the best funded in the state. For two years in the early 1840s, the town maintained the 
highest per capita expenditure for education in Massachusetts. The high school sent its first graduates to college in 
1850- William Wirt Warren to Harvard and Henry Baldwin to Yale. During the late 1870s Brighton High School was 
in danger of being closed by the city of Boston but thanks to the tireless advocacy of Brighton Historian J.C. 
P.Winship, the school remained open.In 1894, strong public support persuaded the city to construct a new high 
school.. The old Academy Hill building had become outmoded and over crowded. After a prolonged public debate 
regarding a suitable site, the Academy Hill lot was abandoned in favor of the northeast corner of Cambridge and 
arren Streets, despite its proximity to the gravel quarry at Beatty's ledge.The new Brighton High School was 

onstructed in 1894 from a design of Boston City Architect Edmund Marsh Wheelwright. He was responsible for the 
construction of Jordan Hall on Huntington Avenue, the Harvard Lampoon Building, the Longfellow Bridge and many 
other public buildings. In his 1894 annual report, Wheelwright noted that the new building featured "architectural 
treatment involving increased expense throughout the entire structure....it is much better built than many school 
buildings elsewhere in the state." 


In 1930, anew Brighton High School was built across the street at25 Warren Street (see photo,Fig. 3) 
. The Brighton High School is a highly visible reminder of Allston-Brighton's amazing post World-War-I era growth. 
Between 1910 and 1930,this community's growth doubled, rising from 27,000 to 60,000, becoming the most densely 
populated of Boston's outer suburbs. In February, 1929, Mayor Nichols awarded a $1,250,000.00 contract to the 
Rugo Construction Co.to build the school. This large granite Gothic Revival high school was designed by the Boston 
architectural firm of O'Connell and Shaw, architects of the Boston Fire Department Alarm Building (1925) in the 
Fenway and the Immaculate Conception Convent in Malden (1930). A Brighton Item article dated February 9, 1929 
provides a detailed account of the high school's interior , noting that "the ground floor on the driveway level provides 
for an assembly hall with a seating capacity of 1,000. A fully equipped stage with provisions for scenery and ample 
dressing space is provided. The gymnasium is 55 x 120 feet and is subdivided by folding partitions into two rooms. 
The second floor is likewise provided with locker rooms and washrooms for boys and girls, administrative suite of 
general offices, master's office and conference room. The library is 25 x 80 feet with a librarian's room and repair 
room, rest room and wash room, two type writer rooms, two stenographers rooms , two large size study rooms and a 
room for commercial geography. The health unit contains a waiting room, examination room and wash room. Six 
class rooms are located on this floor. The third floor provides lockers for boys and girls, science suites consisting of 
laboratories and class rooms devoted to biology, chemistry and physics as well as a general science room." 
Additionally, the third floor housed two art rooms with work and storage rooms as well as eleven class rooms and one 
large study room. On October 2,1930, the present Brighton High School was dedicated at a public banquet, the first 
in in a four-day celebration of Boston's 300th anniversary.(continued) 
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St. Gabriel's complex at 159 Washington Street is located to the southeast of Brighton High School on 
Nevins Hill. The Passionist Order, a division of the Roman Catholic Church, purchased the old David Nevins estate in 
1908.This complex has significant historical associations with the Retreat Movement of the early 20th century. Boston 
's Cardinal O'Connell was in the forefront of Catholic clergy advocating the construction of Retreat Houses for the 
laity. The aim of the Retreat Movement was "to induce the faithful to frequently retire from the rush and tumult of the 
world to the quiet of a religious house to spend a few days in serious thought , prayer and other religious exercises." 
During the early 1900s Retreat Houses for the laity were still far from common, and there were no religious houses 
specifically destined to that purpose. Archbishop O'Connell filled this void by supporting the Passionist Father's 
desire to found such an establishment in the Boston Diocese. By the first decade of the 20th century, Brighton, with 
its sizable Irish and Italian populations and plethora of Catholic institutions was the logical place for a Retreat 
House.Beginning in the 1880s, Brighton and nearby Newton became the site of extensive Roman Catholic 
institutional development, particularly on the picturesque hilly elevations . The St. John's Seminary buildings were 
begun in the 1880s and were later joined by the Archbishop's House and Chancery in the 1920s. Boston College and 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital moved here from the South End in the first decades of the twentieth century. 


The Passionists were well known to the community having preached missions most successfully. Father Fidelis, the 
assionist Provincial journeyed from Rome to Boston to purchase the old Nevins Estate on March 11, 1908. The 
assionist's original residence was the "ancient and dilapidated" Nevins Mansion. The first chapel of the Passionists 

was housed in a renovated barn remaining from the Nevins estate. Within a year plans had been drawn for a 

permanent monastery and retreat house, in the style of the old Spanish missions of California. The cornerstone was 

blessed on September 27, 1909, and on May 14, 1911, the Archbishop dedicated the completed edifice as Blessed 

Gabriel's Monastery, now St. Gabriel's Monastery (see photo, Fig.4 ). It was named in honor of an 

exemplary young Passionist who died at twenty -six and was beatified by the Pope in 1908. On December 8, 1911, 

the first laymen's retreat was opened here. St. Gabriel's Monastery is widely recognized as the finest example of a 

Mission Style building in Boston. The Monastery's architect, T. Edward Sheehan (1866-1933), practiced architecture 

in Boston for 45 years; his noted works include the buildings of St. Regis College and St. Joseph's Seminary in Troy, 

New York. St. Williams was another important Mission style, Sheehan-designed Roman Catholic Church that was 

destroyed by fire in 1978. St. Gabriel's Monastery was the first institution constructed on Monastery Hill. In 1912, 

St. Elizabeth's Hospital built its original Mission Style building (demolished) on part of the hill. 


Built between 1927-1929, St. Gabriel's Church (see photo, Fig.5 ) was designed by Maginnis and Walsh, an 
architectural firm nationally known as designers of Roman Catholic churches and institutional buildings. The three 
story, tan brick retreat house connecting the monastery and church was also built between 1927-1929.Charles Donagh 
Maginnis (1867-1955) was born and educated in Ireland. He came to Boston in the late 1880's, worked as a designer 
in the City Architect's office, and by 1891 became chief designer under City Architect Edmund March Wheelwright. 
Maginnis is credited with greatly influencing the direction of Roman Catholic Church architecture in the United States. 


Maginnis drew inspiration from the medieval brick styles of northern Italy, particularly Lombardy, and also worked in 
a variety of other styles including the Gothic Revival, California Mission, Romanesque and Byzantine Revivals. He 
served as President of the Boston Society of Architects from 1924 to 1926 and of the American Institute of Architects 
from 1937 to 1939. He was the first Bostonian to win the AIA Gold Medal , in 1948. 
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Historical Narrative, Warren-Washington Institutions Area, continued 


Timothy Francis Walsh (1869-1934) was educated in Boston and at Paris Ateliers. He trained in the office of Peabody 
and Stearns and began practice in 1896 with Charles Maginnis and Matthew Sullivan, who later withdrew from the 
firm.Works by Maginnis and Walsh for Boston area Catholic Institutions include the Boston College complex (1909), 
the Church of St. Catherine of Genoa in Somerville (1909), Holy Cross College in Worcester, the Jesuit Novitiate in 
Weston, St. John's Church in North Cambridge, and the Cenacle Convent in Brighton (1922) 


The parish of St. Gabriel's , established in 1934, has been a leader in church reform. St. Gabriel's was one of the first 
Boston parishes to change from Latin to English, to have the alter facing the congregation, and to implement changes 
in the liturgy prescribed by Vatican II. In 1965, a small, one-story free-standing octagonal shrine was constructed on 
the west side of the property. 


In mid-1978, the Passionist Missionary Society announced its intention to the sell the fourteen-acre St. Gabriel's 
Monastery site. In response to neighborhood concerns about the future usage of this tract , the Passionists and the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority facilitated the formation of the Monastery Hill Task Force composed of local 
residents and representatives of area institutions and citywide planning agencies. In June 1979, Wallace,Floyd, 
Ellenzweic and Moore, Inc. was retained to provide planning, urban design, landscape design and architectural 
rie to the Task Force. The study was funded by Blue Cross, Boston Health and Hospital Department and the 
.S. Public Health Hospital. The study, completed in October 1979, contained a number of ideas for reuse of the 
property as condominiums or for new institutional uses. In general, the Task Force favored limited development of the 
site, reuse of existing buildings, conservation of open space, and rehabilitation of the Fidelis Way Housing Project 
(1950) as part of the overall development package. The St. Gabriel's property was purchased in July, 1980 by St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital. The lower floor of the monastery was subsequently recycled as office space. Evidently, the 
hospital followed up on plans of the early 1980s to renovate the upper two floors of the monastery as class rooms and 
dormitories for its nursing school. Renovations to the monastery have been cosmetic in nature with the historic 
exterior fabric remaining essentially intact. 


The Kennedy Memorial Hospital, now the Franciscan Children's Hospital and Rehabilitation Center 
at 30 Warren Street (see photo, Fig.2 ), was constructed in 1947 on the Beatty's Ledge quarry site. During 
the late 19th century, this hospital's land was owned by Samuel S. Learned and David Nevin's heirs .Owned by the 
Learned heirs until at least the mid 1920s, this property is shown on the 1909 Brighton Atlas crisscrossed by proposed 
streets that were never set out. Founded by Cardinal Cushing, the hospital was established as a pediatric rehabilitation 
center. The hospital admitted its first patients in September, 1949. The construction of the hospital during the late 
1940s represents the final chapter in the establishment of Catholic institutions in Brighton; a building campaign that 
began in the 1870s and 1880s at St. Columbkille's Church and St.John's Seminary. Renamed Franciscan Children's 
Hospital in 1991 as the result of a change in endowments, the hospital continues to be operated by Franciscan 
missionaries on behalf of the children of the community. Further research is needed on this hospital's architect and 
builder.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Warren-Washington Inst. 
Area 


@14SsAcHuseTTs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Warren-Washington Institutions Area, continued 


Encompassing a dozen buildings, including an Administration Building (see photo, Fig. 7  ), Health 
Officer Housing see photo, Fig.6  )andan Incinerator/Utilities Building .Theentire United States 
Public Health Service Hospital complex at77 Warren Street was built between 1938-1940. During the late 
19th century, the hospital's site was part of the Samuels S. Learned Estate. Set back back from Washington Street 
facing an ample lawn, Learned's "back yard" became the site of the U.S. Marine Hospital complex. During the early 
1900s, the Learned's heirs' estate encompassed 312,070 square feet. During the late 1910's Learned's tract of 
150,522 square feet was sold to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. During the 1930s, the Commonwealth sold 
this large parcel to the Federal Hospital. United States Department of the Treasury architect Louis A. Simon designed 
the hospitals buildings. In 1981, the United States Public Health Services Hospital became the Brighton Marine 
Hospital. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community re Property Address 


80 Boylston Street MA 
. Boston, Massachusetts 02116 G05 to - Be-ghtto wat hiagten 
er Trsj Athens 4ren 
Area FormNo 
National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
& 
Check all that apply: 


CJ Individually eligible ( Eligible only in a historic district 
() Contributing to a potential historic district [4 Potential historic district 


Criteriaan KivAmEeleb adaG. CIsD 
Criteria Considerations: &X] A OB Get TOE) SAY De a a oe a a 


Statement of Significance by_ Edward Wi Gordon 


The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Warren/Washington Institutions Area 


Qualifies as the largest , most densely built up area of architecturally and historically significant 
clusters of institutional buildings in the city. Situated on the site of an old quarry and the former 
Nevins estate, this area encompasses the Edmund March Wheelwright- designed William 
Howard Taft School of the 1890s at Warren and Cambridge Streets, the massive Brighton 
High School complex on the west side of Warren Street, built during the early 1930s in an 

austere rendition of the Gothic Revival style, the former Kennedy Memorial Hospital , now 
the Franciscan Children’s Hospital (late 1940s)which is a handsome yellow brick Italian 
Renaissance Revival linear configuration of structural components spread out along the east side of 
Warren Street. Evidently also dating to the 1940s is the Brighton Marine Hospital at 77 
Warren Street. The southeastern part of its campus includes a “village” of Georgian Revival 
brick buildings. Situated on the site of the old Nevins Estate , the Passionist Religious Society built 
St. Gabriel’s Monastery, a retreat house for Catholic laymen and a church in 1909-1911. St. 
Gabrriel’s Monastery is the finest example of the Spanish Mission style in Boston.This area meets 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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to continuation sheets. 
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it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
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USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
| Boston-S | 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Mount St. Joseph Academy 
Present Use_Private Religious School 


Construction Dates or Period 1890 to 1970 


Overall Condition excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Original, 1890 


Academy Building is no longer extant 


Acreage app. Bo acres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1996 


(sre ata ched Map ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 


™ 


ascribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
@. buildings of Mt. St. Joseph Academy at 637 Cambridge Street a park-like campus characterized by 
rolling hills and dotted with deciduous trees as well as groves of fir trees. This campus encompasses 9 structures, 
including a c.1910s Renaissance Revival class room building, c. early 1900s stable and incinerator facilities. Built 
after 1960 are a chapel, dormitory , two dormitory additions as well as two additions to the 1910s class room 
building. 


The Renaissance Revival class room building to the east of the main entrance's driveway (see photo, Fig.1) isa 
boxy, rectangular building. Constructed of brick with stone trimmings, its highly symmetrical, 1 1-bay main facade 
rises from a full basement, three -stories to a low hip roof. Brick piers accent this building's corners and flank the 
three-bay entrance facade.The basement's surface treatments resemble rustication. Running above the basement 
windows is a cast stone belt course. The main facade's center entrance exhibits handsome cast stone enframements 
designed in the Renaissance Revival manner. The tall front doors are flanked by Doric pilasters and surmounted by a 
semi-circular arch with molded surrounds. Ornamenting the walls on either side of the entrance arch are circular 
plaques composed of cast stone. The first floor windows are set within blind arches. The third floor exhibits pairs of 
small rectangular windows which rise from continuous stone sill courses and are sheltered by the deep eaves of the 
low hip roof. Its 5-story rear wall is one-story below the grade of the front lawn and measures 14-bays in length. 
(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Mount St. eto Academy was founded in 1885 as St. Joseph's Academy for girls. Its historical significance is 
inextricably bound to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese commitment to providing quality parochial education to its 
parishioners during the late 19th century. The hard work of establishing Catholic parishes in sometimes openly hostile 
“rotestant Yankee communities had been accomplished before the Civil War. The 1880s and 1890s witnessed a period 

y accelerated establishment and growth of Catholic educational institutions, particularly in Brighton. Irish immigrants 

had settled in Brighton as early as the 1840s. Initially worshiping in private homes within Irish enclaves at Brighton 
Center and Union Square, the first St. Columbkille's Church was built on Bennett Street in 1855. Along with the 
founding of Mount St. Joseph Academy , the 1880s also witnessed the establishment of The Academy of the Sacred 
Heart, Boston (1880), St. Thomas Aquinas College, Cambridgeport (1881), St. John's Seminary Brighton (1881) and 
St. Columbkille's Parochial School (1901), to mention just a few of these new religious schools. 


Mount St. Joseph Academy was originally housed in North Cambridge in Nathaniel J. Wyeth's Fresh Pond Hotel, a 
well known summer resort built during the early 19th century. The academy's stay in Cambridge was terminated by the 
city government's taking of the picturesque woodlands bordering the pond for a park. In 1890, the Sisters purchased 
the Henry B. Greenough estate in Allston Heights. 


During the late 19th century, Mount St. Joseph Academy's campus encompassed five parcels.Containing two houses, 
four stables and a pond, the southwest corner of the property was owned by J. F. Hartwell .The central and northwest 
corner of the Academy's property was occupied by Henry B. Goodenough's house and four stables. Two parcels at 
the north eastern corner of this tract was owned by the City of Boston while George W. Hollis owned the north eastern 
corner of the property; a stream, now channeled through a culvert crossed the Hollis-owned parcel. building. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Cambridge Historical commission, Northwest Cambridge, Volume 5 (1976) 

Lord , Robert H. et al, History of the Archdiocese of Boston, Volume III, 1866-1943 (1944). 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
@)jnship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


B Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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Community: Form No: | 
@AASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Mount St. Joseph | 
Academy Area | 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Mount St. Joseph Academy Area, continued 


Located below the grade of the 191lo's class room building are two small, c. early 20th century utility buildings. 
Constructed of red brick, the one-story incinerator building (see photo, Fig. 2 ) possesses a rectangular form 
which is enclosed by a low hip roof. Rising from the east wall of this three-bay, single pile building is a chimney 
which attains a height of approximately 60 feet. Particularly noteworthy are the upper walls of the chimney; 
ornamental brick work, including raised diamond -shaped patterns and corbeling enliven these surfaces. 


A 1.5 story rectangular brick stable (see photo, Fig.3 ) is situated a few yards to the east of the incinerator. 
This building measures 6-bays in width with a depth of two bays. Its west wall exhibits a ledge-stone constructed 
basement located below the grade of the main facade. This building is enclosed by an intersecting hip and clipped 
gable roof which is covered with slat shingles. The clipped gable shelters the former hay loft while the stable entrance 
below has been reduced in size by inflow brick.To the left of the entrance is a trio of small square windows, followed 
by anentrance enclosed by wooden side walls and a shed roof. Flat roofed dormers containing double windows 
project from the main and rear roof slopes. This charming structure currently houses the Children's Grove 
Co-Operative School. 


Two modern, contiguous, 1.5-story and 2-story brick wings project from the Cambridge Street facade of the 1915 
lass room building. At the center of this complex is a modern 6-story brick and metal paneled -faced dormitory. 
xtending from the east and west walls of the dormitory are modern, brick east and west wings. 

Projecting from the southeast corner of the dormitory is Mount St. Joseph's Chapel (see photo, Fig.4 ) 

which is a concrete structure with a bowed south elevation ; a narrow,towered component projects from its west wall. 

The chapel is by far the most architecturally significant post-1960 building on the Mount St. Joseph campus. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Community: | Form No: 
| Allston-Brighton, MA | 


Property Name: Mount St. Joseph 
Academy Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Mount St. Joseph Academy Area, continued 
The south western and northeastern parcels became part of the campus during the 1920s. 


Demolished in 1966, the first Mount St. Joseph building was a cupola -topped Victorian building constructed in 1890. 
On October 11, 1890, The Brighton Item reported that the cellar was nearing completion and that the architect for the 
new building was Patrick WS. Ford, a leading Boston architect of Catholic ecclesiastical buildings. This project's 
carpenter was John A. Sullivan & Co., Medford , MA. The masonry work was contracted to Stephen A. Brennan. 
The original building's site is currently occupied by a modern chapel, 6-story dormitory and low 2-story .This 
religious order took up occupancy in Brighton on October 29, 1891. 


By the early 1910s, Mount St. Joseph Academy had out grown its 1890 building. In 1912-1914, a three-story brick 
building of Renaissance design (see photo, Fig.1 _) was erected east of the old academy structure, doubling its 
facilities to meet a patronage which since 1907 had more than doubled. 


During the autumn of 1918, the Sister's of Mount St. Joseph Academy, joined other members of the Catholic clergy in 
the Boston area in caring for individuals and families suffering from Spanish Influenza. The loss of life during this 
epidemic was greater than the loss of American lives in all the battles of World War I. The first cases of this terrible 
ickness were reported in early September, 1918. By the end of the month, disease and death were everywhere 
striking all classes but particularly the young. Public gathering places such as theaters, lodges , clubs and Protestant 
churches were closed. Catholic church services were reduced to Low Masses made as brief as possible. At the height 
of the epidemic in early October, 150-to 200 people died of this scourge with 10,000 lives lost state-wide. Cardinal 
O'Connell mobilized the Catholic clergy in Boston to care for the sick because of a grave shortage of doctors and 
nurses. Reportedly, "at the outset His Eminence also called upon the teaching Sisters of the Diocese to volunteer for 
district nursing and other relief work....At Mount St. Joseph Academy, Brighton, for instance, sixty Sisters of St. 
Joseph at their breakfast table heard the Superior read the Cardinal's letter; and all sixty at once volunteered." 
The Sisters of Mount St. Joseph Academy were among 900 sisters, representing 20 different communities and 91 
convents, who worked for three weeks , in conjunction with the public authorities, for the relief and comfort of the 
afflicted. The Sisters of St. Joseph cared for whole families for weeks at a time, prepared meals, cared for children as 
well as ministering to the sick. The epidemic subsided at the end of November with the coming of the first frosts. 


Over time, Mount St. Joseph's Academy has continued to serve the spiritual, educational and spiritual needs of the 
community. Following the demolition of the 1890 Academy building in 1966, the Mount St. Joseph campus 
experienced an unprecedented period of expansion during the late 1960s and early 1970s, with three new dormitories, 
a class room building addition and a chapel added to the facilities. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
SA. ee 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Allston Heights 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1840 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 2 2p - 2h BCkeES 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


(See atta che d wap.) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


e Allston Heights area possesses one of the finest collections of commodious, well-detailed late- 19th -century 
residences in Allston-Brighton. Its geographic proximity to Union Square, just to the east, might suggest that Allston 
Heights be considered within one large Union Square area. The Allston Heights area, however, generally represents a 
later period of development than the area called Union Square/Allston Street for the purposes of this survey. The 
Allston Heights area, particularly south of Cambridge Street, possess a considerable number of substantial and ornate 
Queen Anne and Shingle Style houses. The houses in this area between North Beacon and Cambridge streets tend to 
be placed close together, resulting in densely built-up streetscapes of two- story, rectangular, cross-shaped and 
L-shaped houses with street-facing gables and the occasional mansard roof. High Rock Way , Cambridge Terrace 
and the south side of Cambridge Street ( between Gordon and Eleanor streets) are particularly rich in Queen Anne and 
Shingle Style residences. This residential housing stock is characterized by large and complex forms, contrasting 
surface textures and sometimes unusually exuberant ornament and elements. 


This area, for the purposes of this survey, is circumscribed on the north by numbers 78 to 60 North Beacon Street. 
The northern boundary jogs southward to include 7-9,11, and 15-17 Gordon Street. Crossing to the east side of 
Gordon Street, this boundary continues along the side lot line of 14-16 Gordon Street and the back lot line of 550 
Cambridge Street.The eastern edge of this area follows the side lot line of 550 Cambridge Street, crossing Cambridge 
Street to include 528 to 542 Cambridge Street. At Imrie Road, the eastern boundary continues southward to include 

1 to 49 and 2 to42 Imrie Road. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
During econ half of the 19th century, Allston Heights was the home of several influential men who figured 
prominently in the business and politics affairs of Allston -Brighton. The story of this area's development begins with 
the setting out of Cambridge Street in 1808. Running northeasterly from Brighton Center to the River Street Bridge 
over the Charles River, Cambridge Street provided persons from Boston, Cambridge, and points north and west a 

pre direct route to the town's cattle market, nurseries and other concerns. As early as 1832, a school ( no longer 

-xtent), stood on Cambridge Street near Gordon Street , serving the children of the eastern sections of 
Allston-Brighton. 


North Beacon Street , forming part of the northern edge of this area was set out during the mid 1820s as part of the 
Mill Dam extension Road that ran from the Mill Dam 's western terminus at Kenmore Square over what is now part of 
Commonwealth Avenue and Brighton Avenue. The Mill Dam was built between 1814 and the early 1820s walling off 
part of the Charles River Basin from Charles Street to Kenmore Square for the purposes of milling operations. During 
the 1860s, when the Back Bay landfill operation was well underway, Bostonians began to take an interest in the eastern 
section of Allston -Brighton because of its proximity to "the New Land". 


Intensive residential development in this area seems to post date the Civil War. Gordon Street, south of Cambridge 
Street was set out in 1868 as acul de sac , called Allston Heights, extending just beyond its intersection with 
Ridgemont Street. North of Cambridge street, the subdivision of the John Gordon estate in 1873 was of major 
importance within the annals of this area's development. The Gordon estate was subdivided into 45 lots bordering three 
streets as well as Cambridge and North Beacon streets; Saunders, Orchard (later Pomeroy Street), an unnamed 
cul-de-sac (later Barstow Street) and the northern extension of Gordon Street were set out through this estate. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] See continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases- 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, I 

Brighton Item, March 10, 1906, p.1, col.1 and 2-New Club Home for Brightelstone Club" 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Allston Heights Area, continued 


The southern edge of the Allston Heights area encompasses Stanley A. Ringer Play ground between Allston and 
Gordon Streets. Crossing Gordon Street, the southern boundary of this area follows the side lot lines of 61 and 65 
Gordon Street as well as the back lot lines of numbers 20 to 66 Ridgemont Street and 630 Cambridge Street.; at 630 
Cambridge Street, this line turns eastward to include 604 to 630 Cambridge Street. At 604 Cambridge Street the 
western boundary jogs northward across Cambridge Street to follow the line separating the grounds of St. Joseph's 
Academy from the side lot line of 599 Cambridge Street, the back lot lines of 10 to 30 Saunders Street, 2 to 6 Barstow 
Street as well as the side lot lines of 5 and 6 Barstow Street and 39 and 40 Pomeroy Street. 


The houses and lots of North Beacon Street and Cambridge Street, the major avenues of this area tend to be larger 
and more ample than those situated on the side streets of this area. The noteworthy exception to this rule are the stylish 
and substantial Queen Anne and Shingle Style residences of High Rock Way and Cambridge Terrace , on the south 
side of Cambridge Street.62 North Beacon Street (see photo, Fig, 1 ) located between Gordon and Saunders 
Streets, is a well preserved example of the Queen Anne style. Possessing an L-shaped form, its clapboard- sheathed, 
2.5 story main block is enclosed by intersecting gambrel and gable roofs. The paired and clustered Tuscan columns of 
the full length Colonial Revival front porch rise from paneled plinths and support the deep overhang of the the 
gambrel roofed component of the house.Opening on to the front porch are the original multi-panel front door and 

@orn bay window. Nestled into the intersection of the gambrel and gable roofed components , at the northeast 
zormer of this house is a small, slat-work railing enclosed porch. The main facade's gambrel is fully enframed, 
visually separating the attic from the rest of the building and enframing a handsome Palladian window with molded 
surrounds. The three-bay side walls, in typically Queen Anne fashion exhibit a variety of window shaped including 
standard size rectangular, small square, diamond-shaped and pediment surmounted attic windows. 


Situated at the northwest corner of North Beacon and Saunders Streets, 78 North Beacon Street (see photo, 
Fig.2 ) provides a fine introduction to the Queen Anne houses of Saunders Street. Briefly, Saunders Street 
houses face small front yards, rise to a height of 2.5 stories, possess rectangular forms and stand with projecting and 
enclosed front porches and gables facing the street. Situated on an ample, shrub bordered corner lot, 78 North Beacon 
Street is a good example of a Queen Anne/Shingle style house with a distinctly Medieval sensibility, a sensibility that 
is atypical for houses north of Cambridge Street. Built c. 1890-1897 , this house possesses a cross shaped form. 
Rising to a height of 2.5 stories, this house's first and second floors are clad with clapboards while its attic gables and 
dormers are sheathed with a "skin" of wood shingles; both clapboards and shingles have been stained a dark brown 
color which enhances the Medieval qualities of this house; qualities which include the flared eaves of the side gables 
and main facade's dormer roof as well as the diamond pane upper sash of the attic windows. This house features an 
encircling verandah which wraps around the hip roofed portion of the main facade that projects from the gable roofed 
component of this residence.Projecting from the Saunders Street wall is the first floor's off-center polygonal bay. 


Pomeroy and Guilford Streets is densely built -up with modest Queen Anne houses of the 1880s and 1890s. 2 

Guilford Street (see photo, Fig.3 ), corner of Saunders Street represents a small , 2.5 story Queen Anne house 

which possesses an irregular plan. Clad with clapboards and enclosed by a slate shingle- covered hip roof, this hous , 

for all its modest scale, is not without some stylish, charming characteristics such as the chimney of the two-bay 

Guilford Street facade which exhibits crisply rendered, recessed brick work panels and terra cotta tile detail near its 

base. On either side of the ornate chimney's two bay facade are enclosed porches which were originally open and 
eo" their turned, typically Queen Anne porch posts. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Allston Heights Area, continued 


15-17 Gordon Street (see photo, Fig.4 ), corner of Pomeroy Street, has the appearance of a c.1850s or 
1860s Itlaianate 5-bay, double pile rectangular house. Suffolk County deeds indicate that there was no house on this 
lot when the Gordon family subdivided their estate in 1873; the possibility remains that this house was moved from 
another location.This house's siting, volume and Italianate characteristics that are of principal interest . 15-17 Gordon 
Street provides a memorable , if atypical ,introduction to the single and two-family Queen Anne residences of 
Pomeroy Street. It is located at the bend in Gordon Street, at the intersection of Pomeroy, Guilford and Gordon 
Streets. The center entrance of its main facade opens on to a small porch with square posts and curvilinear bracing. The 
roofs of the porch and flanking polygonal bays as well as the broad end wall gables feature paired saw-cut brackets. 


Across the street at 14-16 Gordon Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) is a double Italianate/Mansard house, that like 
15-17 Gordon Street is atypical of this area as a whole. This T-shaped , 2.5 story house is covered with wood 
shingles and a mansard with a steeply pitched slope. After 1873, the lower slope of the mansard roof was modified to 
eliminate loss of headroom within the attic. Brighton atlases indicate that this house was built as late as c. 1885, late 
indeed, for a roof type that was going out of style by the early 1880s.This house features paired entrances which are 
located at the center of an enclosed entrance porch. To the rear of this house is a large . L-shaped stable that was 
originally associated with a large house that once stood at the northeast corner of Cambridge and Gordon Streets, now 
r site of the Brighton Avenue Baptist Church. 


Both sides of Cambridge Street, between Imrie Road and the campus of Mount St. Joseph Academy retain the 
appearance of a prosperous, main, residential thoroughfare that is similar to the streetscapes of commodious homes 
and churches located within the boundaries of any number of streets located in much smaller towns around New 
England.This small- town -sensibility is evident in the juxtaposition of the Gothic Revival Brighton Avenue 
Baptist Church at 30 Gordon Street corner of Cambridge Street with towered and verandah encircled Queen 
Anne houses of Cambridge Street, situated as they are on lots with relatively ample front and back yards. 


The Brighton Avenue Baptist Church at 30 Gordon Street (see photo, Fig.6 ), was designed in the 
Tudor Gothic Revival style by Blackall Clapp and Whittemore in 1930. Its T-shaped form enclosed by intersecting 
gables, this church's is constructed of light red brick walls with trimmings of cast stone. The main facade is 
characterized by a broad street-facing-gable which is flanked by a four-story tower at its southwest corner.The main 
entrance is situated at the tower's Cambridge Street facade. The tower, like the entire building, rises from a rock-faced 
granite basement and displays buttresses at its corners. In general, windows are square -headed and are enframed by 
cast stone trimmings. The upper most walls of the tower are pierced by louvered, lancet windows. Culminating in a 
stepped parapet , the tower is enclosed by a pyramidal roof cap.The nave of the church exhibits three-bay, tripartite 
square headed windows which are interspersed with wide buttresses. This ecclesiastical edifice's clear story is pierced 
by tripartite windows set within broad pointed arches.Contiguous with and overlapping the nave's rear wall is a 
rectangular rectory and parish hall which exhibits surface treatments similar to those of the sanctuary and tower. 

Next door to the Brighton Avenue Baptist Church at 541 Brighton Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 ) is the much 
altered, Brighton Universalist or Unity Church which was designed by Allston architect Thomas Silloway in 
1861. 
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Architectural Description, Allston Heights Area, continued 


The houses bordering Ridgemont Street exhibit stylistic characteristics of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial 
Revival styles that date these houses to the 1880s and 1890s. A larger percentage of Ridgemont Street 's residences 
are two families than those bordering North Beacon and Cambridge street. The back yards of the houses on the south 
side of the street border a ledgy, hilly area Barry's Ledge in the nineteenth century. This ledge and the hills of the 
Stanley A. Ringer Playground constitute the "heights" of the Allston-Heights area. The residential stock is 
characterized by asymmetrically massed houses, all 2.5 stories in height with gambrel or gable fronted facades. Many 
homes have synthetic siding. Although the Queen Anne/ Jacobethan Revival residence at 41 Ridgemont Street 
(see photo, Fig.8 ) has a first floor that has been covered with vinyl siding, its second floor retains its original 
wood shingles while its attic exhibits half-timbering. This house is rectangular in form with a two bay main facade and 
four -bay depth. Its off-center front door is flanked by an oval window to the right and a one- story polygonal bay to 
the left. Striking a decidedly Medieval note, typical of this area is an overhanging second floor. Above the tripartite 
and double windows of the second floor are tripartite and double windows is the half- timbered Jacobethan Revival 
attic of the street-facing gable; rising through this gable's apex Projecting from the east wall is a two- story polygonal 
bay whose steeply pitched pyramidal roof cap lends a decidedly towered look to this bay. 


10-12 and 14-16 Ridgemont Street are two-family residences which illustrate the widespread popularity of the 
cambrel roof configuration in Colonial Revival houses of the 1890s. Although both houses are covered with synthetic 

@> vteriais, their primary interest lies in their form and its impact on the streetscape. 10-12 Ridgemont Street is 
essentially rectangular in form with a full length front porch with single and clustered Tuscan Revival porch columns 
which rise from solid railings. Surmounting the front porch are a pair of dormers with tripartite windows and gable 
roofs with arched attic windows. The three bay side walls are dominated by unusually broad gambrel end walls. The 
west wall 's first floor displays a polygonal oriel near its northwest corner.Near the apex of the gambrel's upper slope 
are multi pane Palladian windows. 14-16 Ridgemont (see photo, Fig.9 ) is characterized by an unusually 
complex roof configuration, celebrating the distinctiveness of the gambrel roof configuration through the paired 
gambrels of its main facade and rear facades as well as the single gambrels of its side walls. Rising from the side roof 
slopes of the street facing gambrels are two attic floors of gable - roofed dormers. This house rests on a ledge stone 
foundation that was probably quarried near this area. Entrances are located on the short south walls of side porches 
that are recessed beneath the corners of the main facade's gambrels. 


The segment of Gordon Street, between Cambridge Street and Ringer Playground is characterized by stylistically 
diverse houses that includes the ornate, San Francisco "Painted Ladies" interpretation of the Queen Anne Style at 40 
Gordon Street that was designed by Universalist preacher and architect Thomas Silloway during the 1870s. 


40 Gordon Street (see photo, Fig.10 ) ranks among the most extravagantly ornamented examples of the Queen 
Anne style in Boston. This house was apparently built in at least two stages with an Italianate/Stick main block 
predating 1875 and a towered Queen Anne north ell built in the early 1880s. It is the curving walls and copper finial 
topped cylindrical roof cap that calls attention to this house's unusual surface treatments and initially causes this house 
to be "read" as a Queen Anne house built in a single stage. The tower's walls are enlivened by octagonal shingles, 
brackets and apron panels ornamented with raised sun flower and diamond shaped motifs.The cylindrical roof cap is 
pierced by round arched wall dormers. This house celebrates the carpenter's craft with its plethora of saw-cut and 
turned elements. Possessing an irregular form which verges on the cross-shaped,the northern arm of the "cross" is 
contiguous with a bowed and conically capped tower. The three -story tower exhibits apron panels beneath the 
indows which are ornamented with floral bosses. Interrupting the curving sweep of the tower's bracketed roof is a 
trio of arched windows. 
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Architectural Description, Allston Heights Area, continued 


This house rises 2.5 stories from a ledge-stone basement to an intersecting, slate shingle-covered gable roof. 
Projecting from the northwest corner of the main facade is an open entrance porch with cross-hatched railings, trellises 
and arch spandrels. This open "checker board" details enframes the porches pointed and segmental arches. 
Additionally spindles enliven the porch transoms.The two-bay street-facing gable exhibits a polygonal bay on the first 
floor. In general windows are framed, with the majority surmounted by arched lintels containing saw tooth 

detail. Particularly noteworthy is the square, shed- roofed oriel on the north wall, its arched, stained glass windows 
presumably light a stair hall. This two-story oriel is supported by large, ornate wooden brackets. This house's gables 
exhibit deep eaves and a fringe of vertical sawtooth boards beneath the apex of the gable. The main facade's pointed 
arch Carpenter Gothic attic window opens on to a feature that has the appearance of an Italianate door hood with large 
saw cut brackets but without a corresponding door. Diagonal bracing flanks the attic window. 


Situated at the northern edge of Ringer Park, three houses numbered 54,60 and 62 Gordon Street (see photo, 
Fig.11 ) command attention by the way they are sited in relation to each other. The middle house at 60 Gordon 
Street is deeply set back from the street overlooking a shrub -bordered, wooded yard. 54 and 62 Allston Street are 
sited close to the street. All three possess boxy gable -roof enclosed forms. 60 and 62 face Allston Street and 
measure five bays in width; four bays in depth. 54 Gordon Street 's narrow, 2-bay end- wall gable with return 
eaves faces Allston Street . Although clad in vinyl siding, 54 Allston Street 's distinctive form remains intact with its 
main facade's first floor treated as one large polygonal bay surmounted by a 2-bay, overhanging second floor. 

Biitrarea at the apex of the gable is a broad oriel with curved walls. 60 Gordon Street's form is rectangular and 
boxy.A two-story angled bay accents its northwest corner. Enclosed by a gable roof with return eaves this house 
features a center shed roofed dormer. Possessing a rectangular main block with a rear ell, 62 GordonStreet is the 
most architecturally distinguished member of this trio with wood shingles stained dark brown and a sweeping and 
flared roof line that places this building squarely within the Shingle Style. Particularly noteworthy is its open front 
porch with massive, square rubble stone posts. Rising from the center of the main elevation's roof slope is a steeply 
pitched gable containing a single, standard size window.Projecting from the center of the north wall is an oriel 
window. 


One of the most important historic resources in this area is High Rock Way and its collection of turn- of -the- 
century buildings. This winding way meanders through an area of ledge out croppings and mature trees. It is lined 
with residences exhibiting elements of the Shingle, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles.Particularly 
noteworthy are the Queen Anne/Shingle style houses at 26,30, 32 High Rock Way (see photo, Fig.12 ) 
built around 1900. 


Another enclave, with an important collection of substantial, well-detailed houses is Cambridge Terrace. Most of 
the houses bordering this L-shaped lane were designed during the mid-1890s by Eugene Clark, architect of the 


Allston Congregational Church (1890). Providing a fine introduction to the Queen Anne houses of this terrace is the 
towered house at 542 Cambridge Street.(see photo, Fig.13 ). 
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Architectural Description, Allston Heights, continued 


The houses on the north side of Cambridge Street, between Gordon an Saunders streets constitute a still- handsome, 
although altered collection of Italianate and Queen Anne houses that were built during the last three decades of the 
nineteenth century.Further to the west at 581 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.17 )is ac. late 1870s 
T-shaped Italianate house that rises 2.5 stories from a rubble stone basement to an intersecting gable roof with attic 
windows; windows whose pointed arches nod to the Gothic Revival style. Located to the right of the one-bay , street 
-facing gable is an open entrance porch with chamfered posts which rise from railings with crossed slats. Additional 
Stick Style treatments include the porch's diagonal bracing and board of the shed roof's profile. These porch 
treatments suggest that prior to the application of vinyl] siding, the entire house may have exhibited a Stick Style as 
well as Italianate sensibility ; its walls may have been covered with an overlay of vertical and horizontal boards.The 
possibility remains that the original surface treatments are encased within the synthetic covering of recent years. The 
main entrance is situated on the short south wall of the house's rear rectangular segment. Square, hip-roofed bays 
project from the street-facing and east gables. Projecting from the west wall is a one-story ell that appears to be a later 
addition. 


Similarly, the south side of Cambridge Street , between Imrie Road and Eleanor Street represent a progression of 
noteworthy late 19th century residences.These residences tend to possess siting more varied, volumes more 
commodious, roof configurations more complex and historic fabric more intact than that of housing on the north side 
e: this thoroughfare. Particularly noteworthy is the siting and design of the 1890s Queen Anne residences at 590 to 
396 Cambridge Street. These houses were designed by Allston architect and builder Robert F. Miller in 1895. 


Particularly memorable are the full blown Queen Anne residences at 2 and 8 Cambridge Terrace. Possessing an 
irregular plan, the wood shingle-sheathed 2 Cambridge Terrace (see photo, Fig. 14) rises 2.5 stories from a 
ledge stone basement to an intersecting gable roof. Its 2-bay main facade exhibits a pedimented, half-length front 
porch with Tuscan Columns enframed by a broad segmental arch. To the left of the porch is a polygonal bay topped 
by a Colonial Revival slat work railing. Extending from the facade gable's attic is a polygonal oriel. In general, 
widows retain original 1/1 wood sash. 


Blending Queen Anne and Colonial Revival elements, 8 Cambridge Terrace (see photo, Fig. 15) is a compact, 
rectangular residence encircled by a pedimented , Tuscan columned verandah with slat work railings. A Palladian 
windows is located above the main entrance of this 2.5- story structure.Enclosed by a steeply pitched roof, the main 
elevation's roof slope displays double, twin gable roofed dormers. 
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Historical Narrative, Allston Heights Area, continued 


Guilford Street was set out from Pomeroy Street to Saunders Street between c. 1885 and 1897. The c. 1850 John 
Gordon farm house is still extant at 581 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.17 ).This Italianate house appears 
on the Sidney Map of Boston and Vicinity in 1852. Evidently, house construction within the Gordon subdivision was 
slow perhaps in response to the financial Panic of 1873 which devastated Boston's economy. It wasn't until as late as 
1890, that house construction activity was well underway on the Gordon lots. One of the earliest houses within the 
Gordon tract is 14 -16 Gordon Street (see photo, Fig. 5 ), built c. 1880. This Mansard -Stick double house 
originally stood on the site of the Brighton Avenue Baptist Church , at the northeast corner of Cambridge and Gordon 
streets. It was moved during the late 1920s to accommodate the church, completed in 1930. The house was built for 
John H. Walsh, president of John H. Walsh and Company, importers and wholesale liquor dealer.15 to 17 
Gordon Street may have been moved from another site. Its Italianate form and details suggest a construction date 
of the 1850s or 1860s, rather than c. late 1880. In 1885, it was one of nine undeveloped lots owned by an H. G. 
Parker. Built by 1899, it was owned by Alvin C. Norcross. (no occupation listed). Its later owners included Henry E. 
Hardwick (1909), Joseph B. Krauser (1916) and Emma M. Carrol (1925). By 1930, William H. Halligan, conductor 
and Mrs. Emma M. Carrol owned the halves of the house numbered 15 and 17, respectively. This chronology of 
ownership reveals names that reflect the changing ethnicity of the area . Although the area to the east at Union Square 
had been an early focus of Irish immigrant settlement in Allston -Brighton reaching back to the 1850s, Allston Heights 
began as a Yankee Protestant stronghold during the late 19th century , later embracing Irish and German residents by 
the 1910s.Similarly, the Queen Anne house at 78 North Beacon Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) was built for 

@* ate-educated lawyer Henry Baldwin c.1890. Baldwin was among the first graduates of Brighton High School, 
graduating in 1850. For many years he served as a judge with the Brighton District's Municipal Court.During the 
1910s and 1920s, the William J. Johnson (occupation?) lived at 78 North Beacon Street. By 1930 Bartholomew Ford, 
a watchman at 140 Tremont Street, Boston , owned this property. 


The unusually ornate Queen Anne house at 40 Gordon Street (see photo , Fig. 10 ) was built c. 1870 by and 
for the Universalist minister Rev. Thomas Silloway . As an Italianate/Stick Style house , it acquired a more Queen 
Anne sensibility during the 1880s. Silloway was also a prolific architect of New England churches, active from the 
1860s until his death in 1886. He is credited with the design of Goddard Seminary in Barre, VT. and the Vermont 
State House and probably designed his own church still extant at 541 Cambridge Street, now extensively altered. 
Silloway servied as the pastor of the Brighton Universalist Church from the time of its construction in 1861 
until he relinquished his post in 1867 to devote his full energies to architecture. This Universalist Church was short 
lived, closing its doors in 1887. Duringthe 1890s, this church building became the headquarters of the 
Brighthelmstone Club. Founded in 1896, this women's social and charitable club was one of Brighton's most 
influential organizations during the early 20th century, particularly within the realms of public health and public 
education. 


South of Cambridge Street, in the Allston Heights area,the housing tends to be more stylish and substantial than that 
of the north side of the street. Eugene Clark, architect of the Allston Congregational Church and numerous houses in 
the Aberdeen and Upper Parsons area of Brighton, was employed by affluent homeowners during the mid -1890s to 
design commodious Queen Anne houses on streets like Cambridge Terrace. 2 Cambridge Terrace (see photo, 
Fig. 14 ) was built in 1899 for James H. Ball, secretary and probably represents the work of Clark. 542 
Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig. 15 _), at the entrance to Cambridge Terrace, is also attributed to Clark . 
The house was built for Kate Baldwin, believed to be a member of Brighton's prominent political family . 
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Historical Narrative, Allston Heights Area, continued 


High Rock Way (see photo, Fig. 12) was set out during the early 1900s over land that had been owned by 
India Wharf merchant Albert L. Shapleigh. 32 High Rock Way dates from the first decade of the 20th century and 
was originally occupied by Herbert S. Weaver, master, Girls High School of the Practical Arts. 


Ringer Playground (see photo, Fig.16 ), a fairly extensive park, was named in honor of Stanley Ringer, 
Allston-Brighton real estate magnate who donated this park to the city of Boston c. 1915. This extensive track was 
owned by Harriet Baldwin at the turn of the century and for most of the 19th century was part of Allston cattle dealer 
John W. Hollis' vast real estate holdings. 


A late, but architecturally distinguished addition to the Allston Heights area was the Gothic Revival Brighton Avenue 
Baptist Church which was built in 1930 This congregation was organized in 1851 and was originally housed in a 
splendid wooden Greek Revival church built in 1857 and located on the site of the present fire station at Union 
Square. With its monumental pedimented portico and tall spire, the Brighton Avenue Baptist Church was a major 
Union Square landmark until it was destroyed by fire in 1929. The first minister, the Reverend Joseph M. Graves, | 
played a central role in organizing the congregation.The current Brighton Avenue Baptist Church at 30 Cambridge 
Street (see photo, Fig.6 ) was built by Somers and Drisco from designs provided by Blackall, Clapp and 
Whittemore. Clarence Blackall , a native of Chicago, was a talented Boston theater architect who is credited with the 
esign of the Colonial, Wilbur, Modern and Metropolitan (Wang Center) in Boston. Active as an architect from the 
890s until the 1930s, Blackall designed the 1894 Winthrop Building on Washington Street, Boston, first steel frame 
"skyscraper" in Boston. The unusual pastel glass in the church was designed by the Whittemore Company while the 
tower's bronze bell was originally hung in the Union Square Church and was cast by Henry Hooper & Sons. 
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Allston-Heights Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 





® 2 to 6 (odd) Barstow Street 
3 to 5 (odd) Barstow Street 
528 to 680 (even) Cambridge Street 
543 to 599 (odd) Cambridge Street 
1 to 21 (even) Cambridge Terrace 
2 to 8 (even) Cambridge Terrace 
4 to 6 (even) Eleanor Street 
7 to 61 (odd) Gordon Street 
14 to 62 (even) Gordon Street 
2 to 12 (even) Guilford Street 
7 to 15 (odd) Guilford Street 
2 to 32 (even) Highrock Way 

& 7 to 11 (odd) Highrock Way 
1 to 49 (odd) Imrie Street 
2 to 42 (even) Imrie Street 
58 to 78 (even) North Beacon 
4 to 40 (even) Pomeroy Street 
5 to 39 (odd) Pomeroy Street 
3 to 69 (odd) Ridgemont Street 
10 to 64 (even) Ridgemont Street 
10 to 68 (even) Saunders Road 
15 to 53 (odd) Saunders Road 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
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Check all that apply: 


O Individually eligible (2 Eligible only in a historic district 
0 Contributing to a potential historic district [4 Potential historic district 


Criteria: PA OB BWC OD 
Criteria Considerations: [ A (le Bie ie Game nite 2 yl Pope olor eae (CS 


Statement of Significance by __Edwerd W Gordon 
Gi The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Allston Heights Area 


Considered eligible as an area with an architecturally significant collection of late 19th century 
Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Colonial Revival houses. The section south of Cambridge Street, 
is of particular interest for its concentration of handsome Shingle Style and Queen Anne residences 
bordering the ledgy, wooded’ High Rock Way and the L-shaped path of Cambridge Terrace. 
The profusely ornamented, Queen Anne residence at 40 Gordon Street was the home of Rev. 
Thomas Silloway, a prolific mid-to-late 19th architect and ordained Unitarian minister who was 
responsible for the remodeling of the Universalist Church (now Syrian Orthodox) on Inman Street 
in Cambridge. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 
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@-. Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll iat 


@., Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 
Name of Area Summit-Kelton 


Present Use_ residential, institutional 


Construction Dates or Period __c. 1860 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Modern apart- 


ments bordering southern 2/3rds of Comm. Terr. 


Acreage Cope Bo acres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March., 1996 


Ktsleie! drach ed wap ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 


n 


escribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
@ so ccaphicaly the Summit -Kelton area encompasses the eastern slopes and top of Corey Hill. Architecturally, this 
area is noteworthy as one of the most densely built up apartment house districts in Allston-Brighton. Indeed, the 
Summit-Kelton area's stretch of Commonwealth Avenue, with its essentially intact collection of 1910s and 1920s 
apartment buildings ranks among the most architecturally significant segments of this great boulevard in 
Allston-Brighton. Additionally, good examples of World War I vintage apartment houses border Kelton Road, Allston 
Street, Scottsfield Road as well as side streets such as Melvin Street, Carol Avenue and Summit Avenue, between 
Allston Street and Commonwealth Avenue. This area also includes single and two family houses, most notably the 
residences bordering Commonwealth Terrace which are constructed of brick, covered with stucco or sheathed with 
clapboards and wood shingles . The full range of historic architectural styles popular during the first three decades of 
the 20th century are located within this area's boundaries, including the Queen Anne, Shingle, Craftsman, Spanish 
Colonial Revival and Georgian Revival styles. Additionally, the Italian Renaissance Revival and Tudor styles are well 
represented within the apartment house architecture of Summit Kelton. 


Additionally, the 1908 Saint John of God Hospital complex (formerly Massachusetts Metropolitan Hospital) is 
situated at the top of Corey's Hill.Further research is needed to identify the hospital's architect. The hospital's campus 
is located within the block bounded by Summit, Allston Street, Washington Street and Corey Road. Major intrusions 
within this area include the modern apartments bordering Commonwealth Terrace, near Allston Street and the 
supermarket and parking lot bordering Allston, Washington Street and Corey Road.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Eistuceall the Summit-Kelton area's development is inextricably bound to the setting out of Commonwealth Avenue 
during the late 1880s and early 1890s. Extensive residential construction in this area was slow to commence for 
reasons related to the economy, competing areas of residential development in nearby Brookline as well as 
s-ansportation factors. It wasn't until the introduction of the streetcar railway to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909 that 

s area began to show signs of development. Additionally, the advent of the Automobile Age during the early 1900s 

meant that the steep slopes of Corey Hill in this area could be more readily negotiated by homeowners and apartment 
renters. The house at the northeast corner of Summit and Allston is all that remains of what little in the way of pre-1900 
housing existed in the remote southern sections of Allston -Brighton. 


Washington Street is the oldest thoroughfare in this area. Set out as early as the mid-1650s , it was constructed by the 
towns of Boston, Cambridge and Watertown. This thoroughfare's path ran from the Muddy River, the waterway which 
separates Boston from Brookline to the Watertown Mill. The Summit /Kelton area was for centuries an underpopulated 
backwater of Allston-Brighton. By the early 1830s, there were only two or three residences lining the segment of 
Washington Street between what is now Commonwealth Avenue and the Brookline line; none of these structures 
survive. By 1852, the northeastern side of Washington Street, near Brighton's boundary with Brookline was largely 
the property of the Livermore and Dana families.George B. Livermore, farmer and historian of the First Church of 
Brighton lived at the northwest corner of Washington and Allston Streets in a U-shaped house and attached 
barn.Livermore's property stretched from Washington Street to Summit Street and from Allston Street (in the early 
1850s shown as a path rather than a full-fledged road) to the northwest side of what is now Commonwealth Avenue. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [J see continuation sheet 
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Architectural Description, Summit -Kelton Area, continued 


Very generally, the boundaries of the Summit -Kelton area are Commonwealth Avenue on the west and north, Corey 
Road on the east and Washington Street on the south (for a more specific boundary description see BRA Map 
22N-6E). The eastern boundary is particularly difficult to articulate given its meandering course which jogs around 
the modern apartment complex at Commonwealth Court and the mostly altered and undistinguished single family, 
duplex and three decker housing of Summit Avenue, east of Allston Street.The salient feature of this area is the great 
bend in Commonwealth Avenue as its path turns northwestward at Scottsfield Road, and rounds the eastern entrance 
to Kelton Street , continuing on to ascend Corey Hill. Commonwealth Avenue's great bend was evidently Olmsted's 
solution to avoiding the steepest slopes of Corey Hill ; a sketch of the great bend is illustrated in a drawing by the great 
landscape architect dated June 11, 1884, on page 112 of Cynthia Zaitzevsky's Frederick Law Olmsted's and the 


Boston Park System. 


The Summit-Kelton area is perhaps best considered by dividing it into two sub areas: the section at the top of Corey 
Hill (Washington Street to Boulevard and Bellvista Terraces), and eastern slopes which are densely built up with large 
apartment buildings. Included in the eastern slopes sub area are both sides of Kelton Street, northern Allston Street 
and Scottsfield Road, along with the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Kelton and Scottsfield roads. 


@:. hill top segment encompasses the buildings and campus of St. John of God Hospital at 296 Allston 
Street (see photo, Fig.l ). Built in 1908 this institutional complex includes the main H-shaped complex which 
represents a subdued hybrid of the Georgian Revival, Craftsman and Tapestry Brick styles, an L-shaped red brick 
Georgian Revival building directly across from the main building as well as red brick Georgian Revival buildings at 
272 Allston Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) and 310 Allston Street, (see photo, Fig.3 ) atthe 
northwestern and southwestern corners of this complex respectively. The main building is accessed from Allston 
Street by a driveway with a landscaped rotary in front of the main building. 


Although it is difficult to make generalizations about the apartment buildings of Summit -Kelton, it is probably fair to 
say that the majority of these structures, particularly the ones atop Corey Hill ,were built with an eye toward making 
the most of the cool breezes that made this area less oppressive during warm weather. Many of these hill top 
apartments were built with open and stacked porches.Good examples of apartments with porches that enliven 
streetscape and relieve the severity of flat brick wall surfaces include 10-22 Melvin Street (including 301 Allston 
Street); 3-7 and 11-15 Carol Avenue and 313-321 and 325 Summit Avenue. 


Both sides of Melvin Street are lined with brick apartments with rectangular forms, three-tier porches and 
ornamentation derived from the Classical and Georgian Revival styles. Designed by Silverman, Brown and Hienan in 
1924, 10-22 Melvin Street ( and 301 Allston Street) (see photo, Fig.4 ) rises to a height of four stories 
and is constructed of dark red and blackened brick; each building encompasses 13 units. The Allston Street facade is 
characterized by two shallow and two deeply projecting bays, each containing tripartite windows. The three bay, 
center entrance facade is set within an arch, flanked by engaged Corinthian columns and surmounted by a broken 
pediment.In general, windows exhibit simple cast stone sills and soldier brick key stones. The 20- bay Melvin Street 
facade features three entrances set within loggias composed of fluted Corinthian columns which support key stone 
arches. Above these loggias are two levels of open porches with wrought iron railings. These building culminate in 


@" stepped parapets . 

uiltc. 11-15 Carol Avenue 's (see photo, Fig 5 ) main facade is treated as a progression of projecting of 
one and two bay, three -story projecting components interspersed between open porches whose Doric columns on the 
first and second floor lend an exaggerated sense of height. 
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Architectural Description, Summit-Kelton, continued 


The southeast side of Commonwealth Avenue between Allston and Kelton streets is unusually rich in apartment 
houses of high quality design. 1464-1474 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 6 ) was built between 
1910-1915. Essentially rectangular in form it rises to a height of 4-stories . Measuring 14-bays along Commonwealth 
Avenue, this building is three-bays deep. Distinctive features of this red brick, cast stone trimmed Georgian Revival 
apartment house include bowed towers at its corners as well as main facades exhibiting polygonal bays. Entrances 
open on to shallow , pedimented Tuscan columned porches. In general windows exhibit splaid lintels. It is this 
buildings pronounced sculptural qualities inherent in the curved and angled forms that lend interest to the streetscape. 


1480-1486 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 ) represents a fine example of a Tudor Revival , 
castle-like apartment building.Characterized by a U-shaped form, this complex is constructed of red brick with cast 
stone trimmings. Rising to a height of five stories, this building is enclosed by a gable roof, representing an exception 
to to the flat roof rule for buildings lining the avenue. Its facades display planar and projecting square and polygonal 
bays. The square bays culminate in flared and arched Tudoresque gables. The northeast corner of this structure 
exhibits a castelated tower. 


ambridge Terrace is lined with turn-of-the-century single family residences of considerable charm . Particularly 
noteworthy is the Spanish Colonial Revival residence at 18 Cambridge Terrace (see photo, Fig.8 ). 
Possessing a T-shaped form, this stucco-parged house rises 1.5 stories to a low hip roof. Measuring four bays in 
width and three-bays in depth, a segmental arched porte cochere projects from the southeast wall. The main entrance 
is located on the narrow wall of an enclosed 4-bay porch. 


21 Commonwealth Terrace (see photo, Fig.9 ) is a rectangular, wood shingle-clad Queen Anne house 
standing with i broad end wall gable facing the street. Its broad attic gable shelters the front porch.Projecting from the 
center of the main facade is a Colonial Revival entrance enframement consisting of Tuscan columns which support a 
cornice headed entablature. Rising from the cornice is a square oriel window. 


The most spectacular multi-family housing in this area, in terms of siting and design are the apartments at 15 and 19 
Bellvista Terrace (see photo, Fig.10 ). Perched high on a hill slope, these buildings represent the only terrace 
apartment houses in the Boston area. Popular during the Regency Period in England (first quarter of the 19th century) 
and during the 1830s in the United States, these buildings deserve further research. Built c. 1910-1915, these 
rectangular structures rise 3.5 stories to straight sided mansard roofs.Measuring 9-bays in width and three-bays in 
depth, the main entrances of these buildings open on to one-story terraces constructed of rusticated granite.Rising two 
stories from the terrace floor are paired and fluted monumental Corinthian columns which terminate at the denticulated 
entablature of the flat porch roof. The windows of the first floor exhibit arched stone surrounds. Five dormers are 
ranged across the roof slopes of the main facades. Similarly rendered, although not terraced mansard apartments are 
located across the street at 12-22 Bellvista Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) 


Kelton Street is lined with handsome apartment houses. A good example of a court apartment house type is the 

U-shaped complex at the 1910s Lorraine Terrace (also 153 Kelton Street) (see photo, Fig.12 _ ). 

Possessing one of the deepest court yards in Allston-Brighton, this brick and cast stone-trimmed building rises to a 
eight of 4-stories.The court yard is partially covered by an asphalt paved driveway. This buildings walls are 
haracterized by the undulating progression of wall surfaces. 
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Architectural Description, Summit -Kelton Area, continued 


As the defining northwestern edge of this area, Commonwealth Avenue sweeps eastward down Corey Hill , with 
spectacular views of the Boston skyline visible in the distance . Summit/Kelton's Commonwealth Avenue boundary 
runs from 1368, corner of Scottsfield Road to 1576 Commonwealth Avenue, corner of Washington Street. Its 
western edge runs along the side lot lines of 1576 Commonwealth Avenue and 319 Allston Street, jogging 
east along Allston Street and then continuing along the western, side lot line of St. John of God Hospital to Corey 
Road. The southern boundary line is highly irregular, following the Corey Road boundary line of the hospital , 
turning north along the back lot lines of 284 to 310 Summit Avenue. At this point, the southern boundary follows 
a torturous route that is best followed on the attached map ; it should suffice to say that this area includes the brick 
two family residences of 5/7 to 39/41 Woodland Road the apartment buildings of Vinal Street and Bellvista 
Road as well as apartment buildings bordering the western most section of Brainerd Road, between Walbridge and 
Kelton Streets. 


This great boulevard sweeps around the apartment district bordering Kelton Road and continues eastward to the level 
land of Packard's Corner and vicinity. Indeed, the great bulge or bend in Commonwealth Avenue as it ascends Corey 
Hill is one of the distinctive features of Commonwealth Avenue. The reasons for this abrupt northwestward shift of 
Commonwealth Avenue may have to do with problems involving purchasing property for the Avenue's path but more 

@iciy represents choosing the path of least adversity for its construction, avoiding hillsides more steep than those 
eventually graded for macadam road ways. Indeed, Charles Elliot, the landscape architect responsible for transforming 
the banks of the Charles River in Cambridge and Brighton from industry blighted to verdant and bucolic park land , 
was astounded by the problems of taming such steep terrain as Corey Hill. Elliot, while an apprentice in Olmsted's 
office worked on the Commonwealth Avenue project. 
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Historical Narrative, Summit -Kelton Area, continued 


Just to the northwest of the Livermore land (and outside of this area) was a well -known horticultural business called 
Breck's Gardens. Joseph Breck was one of the great 19th -century nurserymen of Brighton, founding his 
horticultural concern in 1836.The presence of Breck's Gardens near the Summit-Kelton area from 1836 until its 
dissolution in 1851 provided one of the few reasons for persons other than Danas or Livermores to frequent this 
remote section of Washington Street. In a town with numerous slaughterhouses, only one slaughter house, that of a 
Mr. Jordan, was located in this area (or rather just beyond its southwestern corner). The lack of slaughter houses in 
this area probably had everything to do with the lack of water resources necessary to flush out animal remains as well 
as terrain too rugged for this type of business. 


The oldest structure in this area is the modest, altered Italianate house at 309 Summit Avenue (see photo, 

Fig. 12). Built between 1852 and 1866, this residence was owned by a T.F. Frobisher in 1875 . Although no 

occupation is listed for Frobisher in Boston Directories, he was probably a farmer. By 1885, 309 Summit Avenue 

was the home of Patrick Hasset, peddler. By 1899, this house was one of twenty that had been built in the area 

bounded by Commonwealth Avenue, Warren Street (now Kelton), Corey Road and Summit Avenue. At that time, it 

was owned by a James Mc Guigan. Patrick Mc Guigan, peddler and Edward Mc Guigan , clerk are listed here in 
@*” The Mc Guigan family owned this house until at least the 1930s. 


Evidently, this area was largely populated by Irish families by the 1870s.Two other Italianate dwellings still standing 
at152 and 156 Kelton Street (see photo, Fig.13 ), were originally owned by Irishmen. Built between 1866 
and 1875, Boston Business Directories of the mid 1870s list laborers Thomas Mc Dermott and Thomas Flynn at 152 
and 156 Warren (Kelton) Street, respectively.By 1885, Flynn owned both houses. By 1916, Thomas B. Flynn 
whose business is listed as real estate owned these houses. By 1925, these houses continued to be owned by Irish 
families including the Michael G. Lynches at 152 and the Michael J. Lacey's at 156. 


Kelton Street was originally considered to be part of Warren Street. Warren Street was set out by the County 
Commissioners in March, 1859 and was named in honor of Town Clerk William Wirt Warren in 1860. Warren Street 
is an east-west link between Brighton Center at Washington Street and Brookline. By c.1920, the extreme 
southeastern portion of Warren Street was changed to Kelton Street, by that time the northwestern and southeastern 
segments of Warren Street (divided by Commonwealth Avenue) couldn't have been more different with the former 
segment lined with the campuses of institutions while the latter was developing as a densely built up district of 
apartment buildings. 


By 1875, the section of this area bordering Commonwealth Avenue, along with the site of the Avenue, itself, had been 

carved up, at least on paper, into a 47-lot residential development owned by Cyrus Dean Curtis. This development is 

shown encompassing two streets that were never set out: Dean and Breck Streets, named in honor of Cyrus Dean 

Curtis and nurseryman Joseph Breck. 

The watershed event in the history of the Summit /Kelton area was the setting out of Commonwealth Avenue between 

the mid 1880s and early 1890s. In 1884 the firm of the prominent late 19th century American landscape architect 

Frederick Law Olmsted began studies for the Boston Street Department for a new avenue in Brighton. Originally 

alled Massachusetts Avenue, what would later be called Commonwealth Avenue began at its intersection with 

@iishion Avenue and followed a winding route to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. Forming the northwestern boundary of 

this area, the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Washington Street and Cummings Road bears little 

resemblance to the thoroughfare envisioned by Olmsted. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Summit-Kelton Area, continued 


A preliminary plan for the widening of Beacon Street in Brookline dated November 29, 1886, shows Commonwealth 
Avenue west of Warren Street as originally envisioned by Olmsted.The 1886 plan depicts formal and informal 
segments of Commonwealth Avenue. has been reduces from three drive ways to a single meandering thoroughfare 
bordered by clusters of trees . The informality of this segment of Commonwealth Avenue contrasted with the more 
formal "leg" of the avenue between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street. The more formal segment runs over level 
terrain between Brighton avenue and Warren Street. It was set out with center and side access roads separated by 
tree-shaded park strips. The elevated, ledgy segment of Commonwealth Avenue west of Warren Street is shown as a 
single meandering thoroughfare bordered by clusters of trees and contained within a narrow corridor. Instead, the 
center and side access drives were continued west of Warren Street. Provisions for a surface street car were never 
made by Olmsted, but commuter rail was inaugurated on the avenue in 1909. 


Features surviving from Olmsted's mid 1880s plan include the winding path of the great boulevard, its 200 foot 
width, and above all, Commonwealth Avenue's linkage with Beacon Street at its southwestern extremity; this system 
of thoroughfares forms a great loop sometimes known as the Chestnut Hill Circuit. 


er" /Kenton ranks among the most densely built-up apartment building districts within the city of Boston. That 

everal streets of single and two family houses such as Commonwealth and Boulevard Terraces were developed near 
Commonwealth Avenue was a minor miracle considering the volume of apartment construction activity in this area 
during the first quarter of the twentieth century. Early apartments in this area include 1426 Commonwealth 
Avenue (see photo, Fig.14 ) at the northern entrance to Kenton Street. Built in 1909, its original owners were 
Bessie and Aaron Kantor; Mr. Kantor was also its builder.The prolific designer of early 20th century 
Allston-Brighton apartment houses Frederick A. Norcross was the architect of this six-family building. 


Frederick A. Norcross was one of the the most prolific of the apartment house designers working in 
Allston-Brighton during the first quarter of the 20th century. Active as an architect between c. 1890 and his death in 
1929, Norcross designed numerous wooden dwellings on Brighton avenue during the early 1900s as well as brick 
commercial and residential buildings in Roxbury, the South End and Beacon Hill's north slope. On Beacon Hill he 
built "tenement houses" for Jewish developers such as Max Bratkovsky, Louis Zreiman , Morris Segal and 
others-clients who may have provided him with introductions to the Jewish real estate community in Allston-Brighton. 


1426 Commonwealth Avenue, together with the nearly identical 1422 Commonwealth Avenue, were called 
the Emerson and Franklin Apartments. Prior to 1909, their parcels were part of the Dr. Augustus Mason (1870s), C. 
Abbott (1890s) , M. Manahan (1890s) and Reuben S. Wyner estates. By 1925, these buildings were owned by 
Frederick M. Fox and Frank A. Hamilton, physician. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Summit-Kelton Area, continued 


Another relatively early survivor from the beginnings of the street railway era in this area are the three -family Classical 
Revival/Craftsman apartment buildings at 1534-1536; 1540-1542 and 1546 Commonwealth Avenue (see 
photo, fig.15 ). These buildings were constructed in 1913 from designs provided by Gideon L. Davidson; Mr. 
Davidson was also the builder and original owner.The lots of these buildings had been part of the Cyrus D. Curtis 
farm which was carved up into 47 never-developed houselights during the mid 1870s.By 1916, Davidson continued 
to own 1540/1542 Commonwealth Avenue while 1534/1536 Commonwealth Avenue belonged to a Ralph 
D.Williams and 1546 Commonwealth Avenue was the property of Ernest O. Hiler, a partner in the Congress Street, 
Boston law firm of Tower, Talbot and Hiler. Hiler is listed as boarding at 17 Alveston Street, Jamaica Plain in 1916. 
By 1930, these buildings were occupied by Jewish, English and Irish residents. Occupants of 15534 included Ernest 
Everett, Joseph Kaplan and Mrs. M. Mc Neil. 1534 was home to Rita Riseman, music teacher (and others?). Residing 
in 1540 in 1930 was Victor Brusendorff, real estate agent and Aaron H. N. Flink, dentist. 1542 was occupied by a 
Martin K. Killea while 1546's residents included John G. Caven, real estate, Leo Kaplan, assistant treasurer of a 
candy company and an Alice Scott . 


Built in 1913, the impressive grouping of apartment houses at 1364, 1371 and 1384 Commonwealth Avenue, 
see photo, Fig. 16) originally known as the Three Fields Apartments, was built on a 30,500 square foot 

@::: owned by a C. Lewis Water during the late 19th century and a William Toel during the early 1900s. The 
construction of these buildings was called "one of the largest real estate deals in Allston history". According to a 
Brighton Item article dated December 27, 1913, this property "comprises three large brick buildings, the Three Fields 
Apartments. There are in addition, a large cafe, ball room and immense swimming pool, the only one of its kind in this 
country, a large roof garden and a complete telephone system.This was luxury living, indeed, for Boston in 1913! " 
The article also notes that it required a year and three months to complete the buildings . 1368 was originally called 
The Endfield while 1376 and 1384 were known as the Georgefield and Scottfield, respectively.The original 
owner of these buildings was the Three Fields Realty Trust. The principal trustee was John E. Eaton, a partner in the 
Milk Street, Boston law firm of Eaton and Mc Knight. By 1930, a sampling of the residents of these buildings shows 
a preponderance of salesman living here along with clerks, managers and physicians.The majority of this buildings 
occupants seem to have been Irish, representing a continuation of this area's late 19th century history as an Irish 
residential quarter. 


Half way up Corey Hill, the handsome U-shaped Tudoresque apartment complex at 1480 - 1486 
Commonwealth Avenue and 26 Commonwealth Terrace and 4-6 Commonwealth Court (see photo, 
Fig.7 —_)was built between 1909 and 1916 on land that had been part of the 47-lot Cyrus Dean Curtis estate (1870s), 
Jonathan W. Roberts and J.P. Squires ' 8-lot tract (1880s) and the Catherine and Joseph Costello holdings (1890s and 
early 1900s). Extant by 1916, this complex was owned at that time by real estate agent James Mason Rothwell who 
lived in Brookline. Originally called Sunny Meade Apartments, this apartment's north side borders Commonwealth 
Terrace. This street of single family residences was originally called Crosby Terrace, evidently in honor of Riley G. 
Crosby, the builder of 1464/1466/1468/1472 and 1470 Commonwealth Avenue, just to the north. Built in 
1915,1464- 1478 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.6 ) represents the work of Boston architects 
C.A. and F.A. Russell. Cornelius A. Russell, architect of this complex, designed numerous triple deckers, as well as 
one and two family dwellings in Roxbury, Jamaica and Dorchester. His partnership with F.N. Russell in 1915 was 
ocated at 50 1/2 Warren Street, Roxbury. In addition to building these apartments, Riley G. Crosby was also their 
@ iva owner. In 1916, Crosby commuted from his home in Newton to his office at 1478 Commonwealth Avenue. 
(continued) 
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By 1925, 1470/1472 Commonwealth Avenue was owned by Joseph B. Bloomberg, shoe repairer, 2821 Washington 
Street, Roxbury, an F. Kaplan owned 1466/1468, Phillip L. Bloomberg, salesman owned 1470, Meyer Papp, 
president of the Mechanics Apron and Towel Supply Co., 8 Island Street Roxbury and James N. Hillier, salesman 
co-owned 1472 while Harry E. Hebard, salesman and Benjamin F. Lindsay co-owned 1468 Commonwealth Avenue. 


Another contiguous group of Riley G. Crosby -built apartment buildings is 1494-1504 Commonwealth 

Avenue (see photo, Fig. ); Crosby was its original owner along with a Henry a. Albright. Built in 1922, The 
design for the Hill Crest Apartments, was provided by W.E. Harding whose firm was located at 41 Westbourne 
Terrace, Brookline. By 1930, the segment numbered 1500 was occupied by Charles R. Brown, draftsman, Charles E. 
Bogan, Street Commissioner, City Hall Annex, Hermann Wolf and William D. Pitts, Secretary of the F.D. Pitts 
Company at 223 Columbus Avenue, Boston. Interestingly, these apartments were built with 42 garages at the rear of 
the property, now an area that is now an open parking lot . 


At the southwest corner of this area the identical Classical Revival apartments at 1562-1576 Commonwealth 
Avenue and 309-319 Allston Street (see photo, Fig.17 ).Built in 1922, these apartments were were 

@s aio by Silverman, Brown and Hienan, one of the leading Boston apartment design specialists during the 1910s 

nd 1920s. This firm built a number of apartment buildings in the West Fens, particularly along Park Drive.The 

builder responsible for this complex was Aaron Kantor. These apartments are situated on the site of the old George B. 
Livermore mansion which was a U-shaped house with an attached stable. Livermore was active in local politics, 
serving as a member of the House of Representatives during the early 1880s. He was the son of Betsey Duncklee and 
George Livermore. His father was a state representative and selectman during the 1830s. George B. Livermore's 
house atop Corey Hill had an extensive library ; Livermore was described by Winship as "cultivated by his extensive 
reading of superior literature." The Livermore's sold their homestead c.1890. From the 1890s until the 1910s, this site 
was owned by a John W. Farwell. The owner of these buildings in 1925 was Bernard Rudnick of the Modern Realty 
Company . 


Boston Directories provided little in the way of occupations for 1930 owners of these properties: Edward J. Cotter and 
Howard E. Duclos owned 309, James L. Mc Nulty and Ramsden Stocks owned 311, Herbert M. Gault owned 313, 
The Lasalle Radio Co. and Arthur W. Gay owned 315, Rosamund. P. Mc Dade, nurse and Arthur H, Rock owned 
317 while Leon M. severance, salesman and Joseph W. Brackett owned 319. Each of these addresses represent a 
15-family building. What is unusual about these apartments is the oval park situated between these two buildings. 
mover (18). Generally, every available square foot of open space associated with Allston -Brighton apartments were 
utilized for parking spaces. 


Another Sliverman Brown and Hienan apartment complex is 301 Allston Street and 11-19 Melvin Avenue 
(see photo, Fig.18 ). Built in 1924, each address represents a 13-unit building.It was originally owned by Simon 
Hurwitz and a Mr. Goldberg. Hurwitz and Goldberg were major real estate magnates as well as contractors in Allston- 
Brighton during the 1920s and 1930s. Set out between 1916 and 1925, Melvin Street was originally called 
Elizabeth Avenue, evidently in honor of Goldberg's wife, Elizabeth. The housing on both sides of Melvin Street were 
evidently built up by Hurwitz and Goldberg. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Summit - Kelton Area, continued 


Representing an exception to the multi - family housing rule along Commonwealth Avenue in the Summit-Kelton area 
are the single family red brick row houses at 1516-1526 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.19 ). 
Designed in the Georgian Revival style this row's design is similar to that of the modestly scaled row at Leamington 
Road and Commonwealth Avenue. Both groups were built in 1909 by A.S. N. Estes, engineer.Owners of these 
properties in 1916 included: Frank E. Owen, Captain (died 1915) at 1516; David T. Long, Police Station 9, Roxbury 
at 1518; Elizabeth and John Boyle O'Brien, lawyer at 1520; Eva I. Emery at 1522; Charles W. Godfrey, insurance 
and George T. Bates (removed to Hartford , CT) at 1526. By 1930, this group was owned by William O. De Berry, 
chauffeur, at 1516; Mrs. Katherine m. Brewer, widow; John B. O'Brien, lawyer; Isaac Freeman, contractor, at 1522; 
Dennis J. Mc Gillicuddy , manager at 1524 and Roy D. Lurvey at 1526. 


Further research is recommended on the St. John of God Hospital complex at 296 Allston Street (see photo, 
Fig. 20).Designed in 1908, the hospitals campus encompasses five buldings including the T-shaped main building 
which is linked to rectangular structures by narrow rectangular connectors. The main building and wings are 
constructed of tan brick and exhibit characteristics of the Craftsman, Georgian Revival and Tapestry Brick styles. 


Iso located on this campus are three red brick Georgian Revival buildings that may have been built to house medical 
ffices. Situated on the east side of the main driveway is an L-shaped , red brick hip roofed Georgian Revival 
building exhibiting a symmetrical 5-bay main facade with two-bay end walls. (see photo, Fig. 21) 


Other members of this Georgian Revival trio include the rectangular, 2.5 story red brick hip roofed buildings at 272 
and 310 Allston Street (see photos, Figs. 22, 23 
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Summit-Kelton Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


1940 to 2002 (even) Chestnut Hill Avenue 
225 to 315 (odd) Foster Street 
236 to 292 (even) Foster Street 

11 to 37 (odd) Gerald Road 

12 to 36 (even) Gerald Road 

5 to 39 (odd) Greycliff Road 

16 to 70 (even) Kirkwood Road 
15 to 41 (odd) Kirkwood Road 

6 to 64 (even) Lane Park 

11 to 47 (odd) Lane Park 

2 to 10 (even) Lothian Road 

3 to 17 (odd) Lothian Road 

5 to 63 (odd) Radnor Road 

14 to 50 (even) Radnor Road 

9 to 21 (odd) Rose Garden Circle 
12 to 20 (even) Rose Garden Circle 
16 to 32 (even) Sidlaw Road 

5 to 43 (odd) South Street 

6 to 20 (even) South Street 

144 to 80 (even) Strathmore Road 
149 to 99 (odd) Strathmore Road 
2 to 4 (even) Webley Street 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


& 
Check all that apply: 


C0 Individually eligible © Eligible only in a historic district 
© Contributing to a potential historic district [& Potential historic district 


Criteria: KA OB WC UD 
Criteria Considerations: [MW A Gl ReeayvinGC mee Geet he isis ho Pres 


Statement of Significance by dward Ww. Gorden 
®) The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Summit/Kelton Area 


Considered eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and to status as a 
Boston Landmark district by virtue of its impressive Commonwealth Avenue streetscape of early 
20th century apartment buildings; this area is a key component within the larger context of the 
apartment quarters bordering and adjacent to this Frederick Law Olmsted-designed thoroughfare. 
Allston-Brighton’s Commonwealth Avenue apartment houses comprise the largest area of 
masonry apartment buildings in Boston, surpassing the East and West Fens, Grove Hall and other 

- Boston neighborhoods.Much of this area’s special appeal lies in its memorable marriage of large 
apartments with the steep terrain of Corey Hill and the panoramic views of Boston from the top of 
this eminence. Perhaps the most impressive apartment complexes area , in terms of large scale , 
effective massing of polygonal bays and well-rendered Classical and Renaissance Revival 
apartments are the Scotfield Apartments (1910s) at 1368-1384 Commonwealth 
Avenue. Additionally, this area encompasses architecturally significant single family Queen 
Anne, Craftsman as well as the Colonial Revival,and Spanish Colonial Revival. Particularly 
noteworthy are the group of early 20th century houses on Commonwealth Terrace, perhaps most 
notablely the 1910s 18 Commonwealth Terrace representing a particularly outstanding and 
relatively rare example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style in Boston.Also located within the 
boundaries of this area is the St. John of God Hospital complex at 296 Allston Street 

@) which was opened to care for terminally ill patients in 1908.The hospital’s buildings exhibit 

elements of the Georgian Revival and Craftsman styles. This area meets criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ne oie S | 


@... Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area _ Brainerd -Commonwealth 
Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period c.1905 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Modern store and 
parking lot at the corner of Comm. Ave and 


Acreage _Z pp. 12 GCres 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(See atrached map) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

& scribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

fis Brainerd-Commonwealth area has been included in the Allston-Brighton historic resources survey because of the 
importance of its Commonwealth Avenue apartment buildings as key components within the overall streetscape of this 
Olmsted-designed thoroughfare. This area is bounded by 1212 to 1350 Commonwealth Avenue on the north and 217 
to 227 and 231 to 239 Harvard Avenue on the northeast . The southern boundary represents the Brookline town line, 
running parallel to Brainerd Road as far as Fenno Terrace. The southwest boundary follows an irregular course from 
Fenno Terrace, jogging around the convenience store and rear parking lot along Gorham Street, between Brainerd 
Road and Commonwealth Avenue and then turning southeastward to encompass 15 to 19 and 11 Gorham Street . The 
southwest boundary then follows the back lot lines of 1292 to 1302 Commonwealth Avenue, turning south at Griggs 
Street and continuing southerly and westerly along Griggs and Brainerd Road respectively. Jogging northwestward 
along Redfield Street this boundary turns west , following the back lot lines of 1326 to 1330; 1334 and 1340 
Commonwealth Avenue. Crossing Walbridge Street and running along the southern, side lot line of the interesting 
early 20th century garage at 6 Walbridge Street, this line turns north , running behind 5 Walbridge Street and 
terminating at Commonwealth Avenue on the west side of 1350 Commonwealth Avenue. 


As previously noted, the most architecturally significant aspects of this area are the c. 1905 to 1930 apartment 
buildings bordering Commonwealth Avenue between Harvard Avenue and Walbridge Street. This "stretch" of 
Commonwealth Avenue remains essentially intact with the exception of the site of the Capital Theater at 1260-1274 
Commonwealth Avenue which is now occupied by a modern CVS convenience store and parking lot. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The Baier d- Coane aealth area 's single, two-family and apartment housing provides important physical links with 
the construction and population boom experienced by Allston-Brighton during the 1910s and 1920s. These decades of 
expansion were preceded by the construction of Commonwealth Avenue during the early 1890s and the coming of the 

rectric surface trolley to this great boulevard in 1909. Brighton -Allston historian William Marchione in The Bull and 

Ge). Gardennotes that between 1910 and 1930, "Allston-Brighton 's population would again double, rising from 

27,000 to 60,000, becoming the most densely populated of Boston's outer neighborhoods." The 
Brainerd-Commonwealth area also tends to encompass buildings representative of the earliest types of apartment 
houses. 


The oldest street in this area is Harvard Avenue which forms its northeastern boundary.This important local roadway 
was part of The Roxbury Highway , which passed through the eastern section of Brighton or Little Cambridge as it was 
then known. This road, established in 1638, linked Cambridge directly to Boston. It ran from the village at Harvard 
Square along J.F.K. Street, across the Great Bridge (1663) over the Charles River (preceded by ferry service 
established in 1634) , continuing southeastward over North Harvard, Cambridge and Harvard Streets across Allston 
and Brookline and over the "neck" into Boston, thereby skirting the Back Bay in a great eight mile arc. 


Historically, this part of Allston-Brighton remained undeveloped until as late as the early 1900s. Despite its proximity to 
the Roxbury Highway, the Brainerd /Commonwealth Area's growth lagged because of the nature of its uninviting 
terrain (a large swamp was reportedly located in the vicinity of the Commonwealth /Harvard Avenue's intersection. 
During the mid 1870s the major land owners in the area were Richard Holmes and Gardner P. Kingsley who controlled 
an undeveloped 82-lot tract southwest of Harvard Avenue.The 1875 Brighton Atlas shows Brainerd Road called 
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Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 
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Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
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K-] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
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1212-1228 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.l ) ,a Spanish Colonial Revival/ Tudor Revival 
apartment building is a major Allston landmark by virtue of its distinctive form, elements and siting on a corner lot at a 
major intersection.Designed by Hurd and Gore in 1909, this L-shaped, stucco covered apartment building rises to a 
height of four stories.Enclosed by a flat roof, this building's 10-bay Commonwealth Avenue and Harvard Avenue 
facade's are treated as a progression of projecting square bays. The windows of the first floor are enframed by raised 
Tudor Revival label moldings. The windows of the second and third floors exhibit tab-accented sills and pointed arch 
lintels. The fourth floor windows exhibit tab accented sills and tops that are flush with a string course. In addition to 
its massing and ornament, other distinctive features include the red tile roof slopes that shelter the first and top floor 
windows. 


1230-1246 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.2 ). Anchoring, the northwest corner of 
Commonwealth and Harvard avenues , this group is composed of interlocking I-shaped buildings. Despite the 
addition of c.1920s-1960s store fronts that project from its northwest corner, this building's retain integrity of 
materials and elements. 1238-1246 Commonwealth Avenue's first floors are not obscured by store front additions; 
their entrances are recessed within graceful cast stone trimmed arches. Designed in the Georgian Revival style, its 

ommonwealth Avenue wall measures 30 bay's in width while it is 12-bays deep along Harvard avenue. Constructed 
yf dark red brick with cast stone trimmings, its facades are enlivened by broad polygonal bays. in general, windows 
are closely spaced and exhibit splaid lintels. This building culminates in a molded metal modillion block cornice. 


1284-1294 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.3 ) represent an interesting anomaly on 
Commonwealth Avenue as town house- scale apartments within a streetscape dominated by large apartment buildings. 
These three, six- family buildings are E-shaped in form; its rear court yards open on to an alley. Constructed of red 
brick with cast stone trim. 1284-1286, 1288-1290 and 1292-1294 are called the Whitehall, Homewood and 
Westover Apartments, respectively. Built in 1909 from designs provided by Frank Chouteau Brown and E. 
Calvin Kiesling, the main facade is treated as a progression of polygonal bays. Entrances exhibit elaborate Georgian 
Revival enframents. 1284-1286's front door is flanked by rusticated piers overlaid with fluted Corinthian pilasters. It 
is surmounted by a modillion block edged segmental arch which shelters floral detail and a shield-like form carved in 
low relief. Similarly ornate are 1288-1290's entrance enframements. The front door opens on to a shallow porch with 
engaged Corinthian columns which support a heavy, molded entablature. 1292-1294 's front door's surrounds are 
identical to those of 1284-1286. Above each entrance is a rectangular plaque inscribed with the name of the building. 
In general, windows contain 6/1 sash. Window lintels are composed of soldier bricks, the second floor windows 
exhibit white cast stone key stones.Interestingly ,the raised brick apron panels of the second floor recall motifs 
commonly used in Boston Panel Brick architecture of the 1870s and early 1880s.Projecting above the third floor 
windows is a molded metal modillion block cornice; a low parapet encircles its flat roof. 


1298-1302 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.4 ), with its 6-story height and progression of eight, 
narrow, closely spaced polygonal bays makes a strong design statement within its streetscape. Built in 1913 by 
Benjamin Levine from designs provided by Frederick A. Norcross, it exhibits elements of the Beaux Arts and 
Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival styles. Rectangular in form with four interior light wells, this 82-unit 
building is enclosed by a flat roof. Constructed of yellow brick, this buildings full basement and first floor exhibit 

sticated brick work. Countering the verticality of this buildings’ 12-bay main facade is a cast stone belt course 
between the first and second floors and raised and bracketed continuous metal sill course at the sixth floor. This 
building culminates in a deep, bracketed metal cornice. (continued) 
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Particularly noteworthy are the entrance's enframents . Deeply recessed within segmental arches, these arches are 
edged with dense, ornate floral detail carved in low relief. The center of the archways are overlaid in a strap-like 
manner with three key stones. The ornamentation of the archways along with heavy, elaborate console brackets which 
support shallow second floor porches strike a Beaux Art note. The second floor porches over the entrances exhibit 
railings with Georgian Revival balusters. Shallow balconies rendered similarly to the second floor porches project 
from windows on the flat facades of the polygonal bays. 


1322 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.5 ) was built c.1910-1915 . Rising to a height of 3.5 

stories, it is constructed of red brick with cast stone trimmings. Possessing a rectangular form, its main facade 
measures 6-bays in width; its Redford Street facade is 9-bays deep. Its flat, 4-bay entrance wall is flanked by bays 
with bowed sides and flat fronts. Is main entrance exhibits cast stone pilasters and a cornice headed entablature. In 
general, its windows contain 1/1 wood sash and are surmounted by Georgian Revival splaid and key stone lintels. 
Horizontal accents are provided by a cast stone belt course and three sill courses. This building culminates in a molded 
metal cornice with small, closely spaced brackets. 






\nchoring the northwest corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Redford Street, 1326-1330 Commonwealth 
@ venue (see photo, Fig.6 ) is achastely rendered example of a Classical Revival/Georgian Revival stylistic 
hybrid. Possessing a U-shaped form, with an open rear court yard on its west side, this 5-story apartment building is 
constructed of dark red brick with cast stone trimmings. Measuring three bays in width along Commonwealth Avenue, 
its is 7-bays deep on its Redford Street side.Its front door opens on to a shallow entrance porch whose free standing 
and engaged Corinthian columns support a molded entablature; rising from the entablature is a three-story polygonal 
oriel. This building exhibits polygonal bays at the corners and centers of its facades. Its windows exhibit 8/1 wood 
sash and are surmounted by splaid lintels. Molded metal cornices are not continuous but are restricted to the tops of the 
polygonal bays. 


Built c. 1910-1915, The Redford Apartments at 1334 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 ) isa 
handsome Classical Revival / Renaissance Revival apartment building.Constructed of orange brick with cast stone 
trimmings, its 7-bay main facade is composed of three planar bays interspersed between four narrow polygonal bays. 
This 5.5 story building rises from a low cast stone basement to a fancifully rendered roof line; the center entrance bay 
culminates in an arched and paneled parapet while the polygonal bays are crowned by red tile-covered shed roofs 
flanked by modified obelisks on low plinths. The verticality of the polygonal bays is countered by horizontal elements 
including a belt course between the basement and second floors, the molded lintel course of the first floor windows 
and the denticulated sill course of the top floor windows.This structures main facade is characterized by unusually 
elaborate surface treatments that speak to early 20th century architects and builders continuing the Victorian Era 
penchant for ornate detail. For example, the first floor exhibits rusticated brick work treatments while rectangular billet 
work panels appear beneath the third and fourth floor windows of the flat, second and fourth bays. Particularly 
noteworthy are the ornate treatments of the main entrance; recessed within a deep segmental arch the front door 
exhibits handsome wooden surrounds. The front door is flanked by wide, multi-pane side lights and is surmounted 
by a well carved cornice headed entablature and multi pane transom. Flanking the entrance opening are stylized cast 
stone Ionic pilasters laid over a rusticated surface. Above the main entrance is a pair of windows separated by a plaque 
with a raised arched molding. These windows open on to a shallow porch enclosed by a railing of plinths and turned 

alusters. Interspersed between the windows and panel are engaged four Doric columns which support the third 
floor's porch. (continued) 
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1350 Commonwealth Avenue Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 8 ) is the western-most 
Commonwealth Avenue apartment building in the Brainerd-Commonwealth area. U-shaped in form with a small, 
Open court yard on its west side, its Commonwealth Avenue and Walbridge facades rise four stories from cast stone 
basements to a molded metal cornice and low parapet. Constructed of red brick, this building measures 6-bays in 
width along Commonwealth Avenue while its Walbridge Street facade is 12 bays deep. Its principle facades are treated 
as a progression of polygonal bays interspersed between flat , 2-bay and 4-bay surfaces.Its Commonwealth Avenue 
and Walbridge Street entrances exhibit Classical Revival surrounds while its window treatments are derived from the 
Georgian Revival style. The console key stone arched openings of the recessed entrances are flanked by engaged 
Tuscan columns and Doric pilasters. Surmounting columns and pilasters are molded, cornice headed entablatures. 
Above each entrance is a modified Palladian windows with cast stone trimmings.In general, windows exhibit 8/1 
wood sash and splaid, key stone lintels. Above the fourth floor windows is a molded metal modillion block cornice. 
Defining the eastern edge of this area are two groups of apartment buildings on the west side of Harvard Avenue . 
211-227 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 ) was built in 1909 from designs provided by Hurd and Gore. 
Each of the five buildings in this group were built to house six families. Rising to a height of 3.5 stories and enclosed 
by flat roofs this group's form is characterized by interlocking L -and I-shapes with rear court yards opening on to a 
‘arking area . Curiously, the main facade's projecting bays represent two different forms; polygonal bays project from 

@ 1-215's facade while those of 219-227 are square. Exhibiting Tudor Revival elements, these apartments are 
constructed of red brick with cast stone trimmings, including: basement walls, corner quoins, string courses, sills, and 
label lintel moldings. The basement contains stores which are located below the grade of the street.Access to the 
apartments is gained via entrances set within a pointed, Tudor Gothic arch.The roof is enclosed by a low. stepped 
parapet. 


Built in 1902, 231-243 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.10 ) ranks among the oldest apartment buildings in 
this area. Continuing across the Brookline town line, these buildings represent a fine example of the Georgian Revival 
style. Constructed of red brick with granite trimmings, this building has the scale of single family row houses; the | 
basement and first floor are faced with granite while the window sills and lintels of the upper floors are composed of 
the same material. Designed by Benjamin Fox and called the Grantham Terrace Apartments, each building was 
erected to house 3-families. This three-story group is composed of interlocking rectangular and T-shaped buildings. 
The main facade is bracketed by bow fronts while a broad polygonal bay projects from its center. This building 
culminates in a molded and bracketed metal cornice. 


A particularly handsome example of the Georgian Revival style are the apartments located at 10-18 Brainerd Road 
(see photo, Fig.11 ). The apartments at 10-18 Brainerd Road represent a noteworthy anomaly on a street whose 
south side is lined primarily with single and 2-family Queen Anne houses numbered 22 to 42 Brainerd Road. Built 
c.1910-1915, each of these buildings rises three stories from a rock faced, rusticated granite basement to an ornate 
molded cornice. The first floor is faced with smooth, rusticated granite. At the centers of the 6-bay main facades are 
paired entrances set within deep archs; the arches exhibit Gibbsian surrounds. Projecting from the ends of the main 
facades are bowed bays. The 1/1 windows are surmounted by transoms containing 8 small square panes; in general 
windows exhibit wedge-shaped lintels. Interspersed between the four windows of the entrance bay's upper floors are 
narrow brick piers; rectangular ornamental panels appear between the second and third floor windows of the entrance 
bay. (continued) 
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26 Brainerd Road (see photo, Fig.12 ), for example, is one of the best preserved turn-of -the century Queen 
Anne houses on Brainerd Road. Covered with wood shingles, this rectangular structure 

rises 2-stories from a rubble stone basement to a hip roof. The two-bay main facade features a full length porch which 
is distinguished by wood shingle-covered arches. These arches spring from rubble stone plinths; porch railings exhibit 
turned balusters. The front door is flanked by leaded glass side lights. To the right of the entrance is a 2-story 
polygonal bay. To the right of the second floor's polygonal bay is an oriel that is also polygonal in form. This house is 


enclosed by an intersecting hip and gable roof. 


28 Brainerd Road (see photo, Fig.13 ) is a2.5 story Queen Anne residence which is enclosed by an 
intersecting hip and gable roof. Possessing a boxy, rectangular form measuring two bays in width and four bays 
deep, its main facade exhibits a full length front porch noteworthy for its turned porch posts and circular 
boss-ornamented diagonal bracing.Its main facade exhibits a flat entrance bay and a two-story polygonal bay. Its front 
door is flanked by narrow side lights containing leaded glass. Its polygonal bay is sheltered by the deep overhang of a 
gable; its attic window is recessed behind a distinctive spool work-edged arch which springs from short Tuscan 
Revival columns. The cornice exhibits a dentil course and the edges of this building are accented by narrow corner 


@orss 


36 Brainerd Road (see photo, Fig.14 ) is a rectangular, 2.5-story building that is enclosed by a pedimented 
gable roof. Its 2-bay main facade exhibits a 2-story polygonal bay; a flat entrance bay is surmounted by a curved bay. 
Like most of the free standing houses on this street, its side walls are 4-bays deep.The front door opens on to a 
2-story front porch which projects from the right half of this building. The front porch rests on a high granite block 
platform; its plinths support square, clustered and fluted posts. Its porch are encircled by a modern slat work railing. 
Opening on to the second floor porch is a door located at the center of the curved oriel which is surmounted by a 
swans neck scroll pediment; its curved walls are ornamented with large rectangular panels. 

The pedimented attic features three windows which are recessed behind a spool work-edged arch which springs from 
short Tuscan columns. 


The short cul- de-sacs on the south side of Brainered Road, including Fiske, Manton and Feneno Terrace, extend a 
few yards beyond the Brookline town line. These cul -de-sacs possess single and 2-family Queen Anne houses similar 
to that.of Brainerd Road. Particularly noteworthy is 5 Fiske Terrace (see photo, Fig.15 ). Measuring two 
bays wide and three bays deep, this rectangular 2.5 story structure is clad with clapboards. Enclosed by an intersecting 
hip and clipped gable, the main facade displays a full length front porch with clustered Tuscan columns. Its front door 
exhibits narrow, leaded side lights. To the left of the front door a bay which is polygonal on the first floor and square 
on the second floor.Projecting from the north wall is a polygonal oriel with multi-pane sash.(continued) 
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This area also contains several noteworthy garage structures whose significance as a link with the early Automobile 
Age undoubtedly will grow over time. For example, 13-23 Griggs Street (see photo, Fig.16 ) is a one -story, 
yellow brick utilitarian structure which extends 26 bays along Griggs Street ; its narrow side walls exhibit five 
recessed brick work panels. Built c. 1916-1924, it is part of a complex of seven L-shaped and rectangular garages 
located behind the apartment buildings at 1306-1322 Commonwealth Avenue. At the center of the main facade is a 
projecting "center pavilion" with doors that are taller and narrower than the wide garage doors of this facade; this 
center segment culminates in a stepped parapet. Rising from the center pavilions roof is a tall brick chimney. Garage 
doors are also located on the west side of this structure; the entire garage building accommodates 48 automobiles. 


Another interesting example of a c.1920 garage is the tan brick structure with the stepped parapet at 6 Walbridge 
Street (see photo, Fig.17 ). This long rectangular structure 's main facade is divided into three-bays by four 
brick piers; the piers extend approximately one foot above the parapet and are accented by low pyramidal cast stone 
caps. The center garage entrance is enframed by brick piers and a molded , cast stone pointed arch. Flanking the 
garage entrance are entrance bays surmounted by splaid, key stone lintels. At the center of the low brick parapet is a 
boldly rendered arch. 
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Holmes Avenue. Other streets that existed on paper during this early period included Gorham and Griggs Streets. The 
never-set-out Putnam Street ran between Griggs and a nameless way that later became known as Walbridge Street. 
The proposed Washburn Street seems to have followed, at least on paper, the path of the northern driveway of 
Commonwealth Avenue. The cul de sacs on the south side of Holmes, later Brainerd Street date to the first decade of 
the 20th century. During the mid-1870s, the only structure in this area was the L-shaped Nathaniel A. Griggs house 
whose lot is now part of the parcel occupied by the apartments at 1211-227 Commonwealth Avenue.(see 
photo, Fig.l) By 1885, Nathaniel A. Griggs was the principal landlord in the area owning 30 lots on the south 
side of the proposed "Massachusetts Avenue", later Commonwealth Avenue. During the 1890s, this area continued to 
be owned by three major land owners : Benjamin Fiske and Cyrus E. Marshall owned a multi -lot tract bordering 
Brainerd while Charles Rollins owned much of the land bordering the south side of Commonwealth Avenue between 
Walbridge and Harvard Avenue.Before discussing the first wave of single, two-family and apartment house 
construction that occured around 1900 a brief look at the development of Commonwealth Avenue is in order. 


The Brainerd -Commonwealth Avenue area's northern boundary is defined by Commonwealth Avenue. This great 
boulevard was designed by the great American landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted during the mid 1880s but 
as not set out until the early 1890s. Together with Beacon Street in Brookline, Commonwealth Avenue formed a 

op of 200 foot wide thoroughfares called the Chestnut Hill Circuit ; currently, the 200 foot width and the great loop 
configuration are all that remains of Olmsted's vision for these avenues. The segment of Commonwealth Avenue 
between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street was originally planned to have a center driveway bordered by narrow 
expanses of park land. Olmsted's scheme was compromised by the introduction of the electric streetcar over the 
northern park land in 1909. 


Nearly a decade before the introduction of the street railway to the area, housing construction of various types was 
well underway in this area. During the early 1900s, Brainerd Road's south side was built up with single and 
two-family Queen Anne houses.One of the earliest two-family houses in the area was the Queen Anne house at 42 
Brainerd Road. Built in 1901, it was designed by the Roxbury architect /builders Johnston and Fenno ( John J. 
Fenno lived at 34 Phillips Street in Roxbury). 26 and 28 Brainerd Road (see photos 12 and 13) were built 
between 1900 and 1908. An early owner of 26 Brainerd Road was William B. Jackson, whose occupation, like 
many of the early 20th century apartment dwellers in the area, was listed as salesman; Jackson owned number 26 until 
at least the early 1930s. The D.A. Dorn Trust owned 28 Brainerd Road during the early 1900s.By the 1920s, this 
house was owned by Regina and Benjamin F. Levy whose occupation is listed as "Factory and Mill Supply 
Company, 137 Oliver Street. 


One of the earliest 20th century apartment buildings in this area is 231-239 Harvard Avenue (see photo, 
Fig.10), ared brick Georgian Revival group that originally had three apartments per building. Designed by Benjamin 
Fox, a Dorchester architect best known for his large suburban residences in Milton as well as the Ashmont section of 
Dorchester, these apartments were originally owned by the Grantham Terrace Trust while Sullivan Niles of North 
Cambridge owned these buildings by 1909. Tenants of number 231 Harvard Avenue in 1930 included Edward 
Hamm, dentist, Ellen M. Downey and Mrs Nellie L. Dyer. James W. Calderwood, "music supervisor, James N. Mac 
Quarrie, collector and Abraham Mitchel, an employee of the New Premiere Cafeteria, 11 Essex Street lived at 235 

arvard Avenue. Early 1930s residents of 239 Harvard Avenue included Mrs. Sally Kelly, Edward W. Kelly, 

lesman, Helen C. Moore, nurse and Mrs. Augusta Wolf. The rise of a sizeable Jewish and Irish population in this 
area during the early 1900s is reflected in the names of owners, tenants, and builder / developer gleaned from Brighton 
Atlas pages and from Boston Business Directories. 
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Commonwealth avenue was conceived by America's preeminent landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted in 1884. 
Originally called Massachusetts Avenue, the Allston-Brighton extension of Commonwealth Avenue was linked with 
Beacon Street in Brookline to create the Chestnut Hill Loop of wide boulevards. Beacon Street was set out first during 
the late 1880s. By the time Commonwealth Avenue was completed in 1893, an economic recession precluded 
extensive house construction along this thoroughfare. The city evidently neglected to complete Commonwealth 
Avenue's landscaping for over a decade after its completion. The introduction of the electric trolley to the avenue in 
1909 proved to be a boon to apartment house construction but greatly compromised Olmsted's original plans for the 
"leg" of Commonwealth Avenue between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street. Olmsted envisioned a center drive way 
flanked by park strips and driveways. The electric streetcar line was routed over the narrow corridor of park land 
slated for the northern part of Commonwealth Avenue. 


Apartments built shortly before or simultaneously with the introduction of the electrified street railway include 
1212-1222 (1909) , 1230-1246 (1908) and 1284-1294 Commonwealth Avenue (1909). 


Possessing a high profile location at the southeast corner of the heavily trafficked intersection of Harvard and 
Se bee Avenue, 1212-1228 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.1 ) was built in the Spanish 
F olonial Revival Style in 1909. Designed by Hurd and Gore, (8 Beacon Street), Boston, this group contained 8 units 
per building for a total of 32 units . Its builder was Max Shoolman ,a major real estate developer in this area during the 
World War I era. Indeed,the Brainerd -Commonwealth area, like other apartment building sections of Allston, is rich 
in examples of apartment buildings whose origins lie in the real estate development activities of Yankee Protestants and 
Jews. In this instance W. Stanley Tripp, a representative of the former group, worked with Bernard Steuer and Max 
Shoolman, second generation American Jews who became financially independent through the sales and rentals of 
large apartment buildings. The aforementioned Max Shoolman, for example, not only developed 1212-1222 
Commonwealth Avenue but also was the co-developer of 1230-1246 Commonwealth Avenue along with W. Stanley 
Tripp. Mr.Tripp was active in real estate development throughout Allston -Brighton during the first quarter of the 20th 
century, owning considerable holdings in the Glenville-Commonwealth area . Tripp purchased the former Benjamin 
Faneuil estate at Pertshire Road, Dunboy Road and Faneuil Street during the 1910s, later the site of 
Crittendon-Hastings House. During the mid-1870s, this lot was part of a larger parcel labeled Murray. By 1885, this 
lot was divided into three lots; the two northern lots were owned by real estate magnate Isaac Pratt Jr. while the 
southern lot was occupied by a cross-shaped wooden house and stable labeled William A. Low. Encompassing 
15,937 square feet , these lots were owned by Alvin D. Puffer in 1899 and George J. Wilson in 1909. The original 
owner of this building was the Harvard Avenue Trust. By 1916, William H. White of Wellesley Hills, a Milk Street, 
Boston lawyer owned 1212-1222 Commonwealth Avenue. Owned by David Rubin in 1925, this building's tenants in 
1930 included: Walter T. Mead, clerk, Henry Fern, "restaurant", and Louis Krensky at 1212, Roland S. Barney, 
dentist, Max Feldblum, Harold A. Galpin, salesman, and Morris Gutlon, real estate at 1216, Joseph G. Ayoub, shoe 
worker, Richard A. Haggerty, musician, Charles E. Johnson and Harry Susser, real estate at 1218 while 1222 
contained the Carlo Restaurant. (continued) 


Bernard Steuer who lived in the substantial, ornate Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house at 67 Chester Street, Allston 
was an early owner of the Homewood Apartments at 1288 Commonwealth (part of a group which includes 
284 and 1292).The Homewood together with the contiguous Whitehall and Westover apartments at 1284 and 
92 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.3 ), respectively, illustrate the tendency for apartment 
developers, owners and possibly architects to assign names to apartment buildings which evoked images of great 
English or American estates. 
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For example, Homewood may refer to the great house of the Carroll family of Maryland, now a museum on the 
campus of Johns Hopkins University. Whitehall was the name of a mid-17th century Inigo Jones-designed palace in 
England and Westover is the name of the 18th century James River plantation of the Byrd family in Virginia. The 
Whitehall, Homewood and Westover apartments were built in 1909 from designs provided by the Park Street, Boston 
architectural firm of Frank Chouteau Brown and E. Calvin Kiesling.In addition to Bernard Steuer, original owners of 
these 6-family buildings included Celia Shapiro (1284) and Peter J. Connor et als , trustees. By 1925, 1284 
Commonwealth Avenue was owned by Ida and Abraham Mitchelson (Mitchelson Real Estate), 1288 was still owned 
by Bernard Steuer and 1292 Commonwealth Avenue was owned by an M. E. Mitchell. 1930 tenants of these 
buildings included: the Allston Real Estate Exchange; Beacon Hill Taxi ; Harry Berlin, physician, George Winbourne, 
printer (1284), Bernard J. Carney , printer (1288) and James B. Bailey, musician. 


During the 1930s, Jews and the Irish continued to be the predominant groups in this area as illustrated by the 

inhabitants of the c. early 1900s apartments at 10-18 Brainerd Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) ; inhabitants such as 

Abraham L. Deutchman, a lawyer based at 294 Washington Street (#10); Samuel Gelfand, mortgages, also at 294 

Washington Street (#10);Richard J. O'Neil (#12), Phillip Gorenstein, mattress manufacturer (#12) and Fred A. 
@°* salesman (#18). 


Built at the time of the electric street car's introduction in 1909 for Sarah A Jones, the Corey Hill Apartments at 
1318-1322 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.5 ) is ahandsome Renaissance/Georgian Revival 
apartment building. During the late 19th century, its lots had been part of the Holmes & Kingsley 82-lot tract (1870s), 
Nathaniel Griggs heirs holdings (1880s) and was part of a 116,471 square foot tract owned by Charles H. Rollins by 
the mid-1890s. Later owners include Prentiss Howard (1318) and George O. Thurston, George O. Thurston Real 
Estate, 22 Bennington Street, East Boston by 1916 and an L.S. Taylor and an M.A. Ambrose , foundry man, by 
1925. 


Post -dating the introduction of the electric streetcar in 1909 is the 41-unit Beaux Arts/Renaissance Revival 1298 
-1302 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.4 ). Built in 1913 from designs provided by prolific 
Allston-Brighton apartment house architect Frederick A. Norcross, this building was built by and for local contractor 
Benjamin Levine. 1298 and 1302 Commonwealth Avenue were built as the Grammercy and Gorham 
Apartments, respectively. By 1916, ownership of these buildings had passed from Benjamin Levine to Charles 
Sheffern. By 1925, Mattapan resident Myer Simon whose business is listed as "clothing" owned these buildings. By 
1930, 40 tenants with Anglo-Irish surnames lived in each of these buildings along with George Norsig's Beauty 
Shop at 1302 Commonwealth Avenue.By 1930, half of the residents of these six unit buildings were widows or 
spinsters, along with John D. Fenerty, manager, William F. Gill, "instructor, manual training , public schools", 
Daniel B. O'Lalor, clerk-all at 1318 Commonwealth Avenue. In 1930, 1322 Commonwealth Avenue's inhabitants 
included Matthew Ambrose , foundryman, Daniel Barry, janitor and Harris W. Stickney. 


Providing further evidence of the important role played by Jewish real estate developers in this area during the World 
War | era are the original owners of 1326-1330 (see photo, Fig. 6),1334 (see photo, Fig. 7 )and 1340 
Commonwealth Avenue. These buildings were erected on part of the 98-lot development of Joseph E. Barlow and 
Joseph Shephard indicated on the 1909 Brighton Atlas.(continued) 
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Benjamin Levine, the builder of 1298-1302 Commonwealth Avenue in 1913, also built 1326-1330 and 1334 
Commonwealth Avenue (Redford Apartments) in 1915 and 1916, respectively. H. Bertram Finer was the 
original owner of the former while the latter was owned by its builder, Bernard Levine.The Strathford Hall apartments 
at 1340 Commonwealth avenue were owned in 1916 by Sarah Spector.By the early 1930s, the roster of these 
buildings’ tenants included a fairly even representation of Anglo, Irish and Jewish names. 


The impact of the automobile on the landscape of Allston-Brighton is dramatically illustrated in the extensive complex 
of garages located behind 1306-1316, 1318 and 1322 Commonwealth Avenue. Built between 1917 and 
1924, this complex consists of two, long , narrow rectangular one story structures numbered 13-23 Griggs Street 
(see photo, Fig.16 ).Oriented north- south, these two structures contain 48 and 52 garages, respectively.Across a 
narrow alley to the west are four rectangular buildings with an east-west orientation which encompass a total of 48 
garages.Additionally, a large, L-shaped brick garage at 75 Brainerd Road, contains an undetermined number of 
parking spaces. During the mid-1920s, these garages were owned by an F &M Agurkia and Frank Dibberto. 


These garages should be recognized as an unusually extensive, contiguous collection of utilitarian buildings which 
provide physical evidence of the early automobile age in Allston-Brighton.Another interesting survivor from the early 

ays of the "motor car" is the c. 1910-1916 garage at6 Walbridge Street (see photo, Fig.17 ) which was 
owned by the S.L. Bartlett Trustees and the heirs of John D. Long during the 1910s and 1920s, respectively. 


The Brainerd-Commonwealth Avenue area is one of a half dozen apartment districts bordering Commonwealth 
Avenue in Allston-Brighton. This area, like others bordering the avenue has evolved from a preferred neighborhood of 
families during the 1920s and 30s into a more transient community of students.After World War II, the major 
expansion in enrollments of Boston University, Boston College and Harvard resulted in a need for additional 
dormitory housing for students. 


Supply did not keep up with the demand for college housing and as a result Allston-Brighton, with its relatively 
permissive zoning laws, became fertile ground for alternative off-campus accommodations. Many apartments were 
sub-divided into smaller units and serious lapses in maintenance and security became the norm .The Brainerd 
-Commonwealth Area lost an important amenity in 1962 when the 1920s Capital Theater at 1264-1274 
Commonwealth Avenue was torn down, due in part because of a decline in a stable population base that could 
sustain such a cultural resource. In addition to students, a rise in elderly apartment dwellers and immigrants from 
South East Asia, Russia, the Caribbean and South America during the 1970s and 1980s has transformed the 
Brainerd-Commonwealth area into a real melting pot; the businesses of immigrants on nearby Harvard Avenue is 
helping to revitalize the apartment districts bordering Commonwealth Avenue. 
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Statement of Significance by Eduard w. Gordon 
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Brainerd -Commonwealth Area 


During the course of this survey, every effort has made to place the streetscapes of 
Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton within protective areas. Although the Frederick Law 
Olmsted-designed Commonwealth Avenue’s landscaping has been compromised by the 
introduction of the electric streetcar and in some cases a total disregard for original roadway 
configurations shown in plans of the mid-1880s, the apartment and handful of single and two 
family homes bordering this remarkable thoroughfare, nevertheless constitute memorable 
streetscapes. Commonwealth Avenue’s buildings date from the early 1900s to the 1940s. The 
_ apartments in the Brainerd -Commonwealth Avenue area tend to document apartment housing 
dating from the earlier end of this spectrum. Noteworthy examples of this type include the stucco- 
covered Spanish Colonial commercial/residential block at 1212 -1222 Commonwealth 
Avenue built in 1909 from designs provided by Hurd and Gore; the row house -scale, Georgian 
Revival apartments at 1284 to 1294 Commonwealth Avenue ; also dating to 1909 and the 
the Beaux Arts 1298 -1302 Commonwealth Avenue designed by Frederick A. Norcross in 
1913. Additionally, Brainerd Roads south side is lined with solid single and two-family Queen 
; Anne houses with open porches, street facing gables and in several cases, corner towers.Built 
. during the first decade of the twentieth century, good examples of Brainerd Road middle- class 
housing include 26 and 28 Brainerd Road as well as the group of houses at 34 to 42 
Brainerd Road. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Town Boston, Massachusetts 


a ————————— 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 





Name of Area Glenville-Commonwealth 


Present Use Residential 





Construction Dates or Period 1890 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 





Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 





Acreage a pp 45 acres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Jeescribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
@ Glenville -Commonwealth Avenue area, for the purposes of this survey is bounded by the commercial and 
residential structures of Brighton Avenue, between Quint and Harvard avenues on the north, the back lot lines of 
Harvard Avenue commercial properties on the east, apartment buildings bordering numbered 1243 to 1443 
Commonwealth Avenue on the south (from Harvard Avenue to Warren Street) while the western boundary follows the 
back lot lines of 1443 to 1387 Commonwealth Avenue as far as Allston Street , turning north on Allston Street and 
then running easterly along the south side of Glenville Avenue, jogging northwesterly to include apartments bordering 
Price Road. The western boundary continues along the south side of Glenville Avenue, turning north at 43 Glenville ~ 
Avenue and running behind the apartments of Radcliffe Road and Quint Avenue as far as 15 and 16/18 Quint Avenue. 


Highlights of this area's historic properties include the Eugene Clark -designed Norman Gothic Revival Allston 
Congregational Church (1893) on Quint Avenue, the Princeton Hotel (1911) as well as an unusually fine collection of 
early 20th -century apartment buildings bordering Commonwealth , Glenville, Quint and Parkvale Avenues. 


The major landmark in this area is the Allston Congregational Church situated on a low hill top at 41 Quint 
Avenue. This Norman Gothic stone church, has a distinctive tower design . Quint Avenue possesses other 
picturesque elements such as the round, crenelated tower of the red brick Tudor Gothic Chateau Din Apartments 
at 61 Quint Avenue and the street facing gables of the Queen Anne two- family wooden houses between 49 to 
57 and 50 to 66 Quint Avenue. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Stenrtenaiigyy an apartment house district, the Glenville/Commonwealth Avenue area's multi -family houses provide 
a physical link with the great apartment construction "boom" period of 1910-1930. During this time, Allston 
-Brighton's population doubled, rising from 27,000 to 60,000, becoming the most densely populated of Boston's outer 
neighborhoods. By the time of World War I, the Glenville/Commonwealth Avenue area was well on its way to 
y-oming home to hundreds of middle class Jews who moved to this area from childhood homes in the North End, 
West End and South End neighborhoods. Additionally, a sizable number of middle class Irish families also settled in 
the area. Symbolizing the Yankee Protestant presence is the Allston Congregational Church which was organized in 
1885 and constructed in 1890. 







Historically, the Glenville-Commonwealth Avenue was part of the underpopulated southeastern section of Allston. This 
lack of inhabitants was due in part to the terrain. A swamp was located near the present intersection of Harvard Avenue 
and Commonwealth Avenue. Rocky terrain not suitable for agricultural pursuits was also characteristic of this area. 
The nearest thoroughfare, beginning in the mid-17th century was Harvard Avenue, then a segment of the highway 
connecting Boston with Harvard Square, Cambridge. The cattle slaughtering business was never a factor in this area's 
development hence this area's development as a district of estates by the mid-19th century. These large estates fronted 
on to Harvard Avenue, between Brighton Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue, their rear yards extending into the 
Glenville-Commonwealth avenue. The carving up of these estates during the first quarter of the 20th century to 
accomadate the commercial blocks of Harvard Avenue and the apartment buildings of Glenville Avenue, Quint Street, 
Park Vale and Radcliffe Road represents one of the most dramatic physical transformations in all of Allston-Brighton's 
history. (continued) 
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The oldest street in this area is Brighton Avenue which forms part of the northern edge of this area. Laid out in 1824, 
Brighton Avenue was originally called the "road to the Mill Dam". Set out between 1814 and 1821 by Essex County 
and Boston entrepreneur extrodinaire Uriah Cotting and others, the Mill Dam extended from Charles and Beacon 
Streets to what is now Kenmore Square, providing Brighton with a more direct access to Boston via the road (Beacon 
Street) atop the Dam. 


Allston Street existed on paper as a early as 1847 as shown on a Middlesex County deed plan. By 1853 this 
thoroughfare existed as a dirt road linking the extreme south eastern segment of Washington Street in Brighton with 
Union Square in Allston. Following closely on the heels of Allston Street's informal creation during the early 1850s 
was the setting out of Warren Street, at the western end of this area in 1859-1860. Warren Street was named in honor 
of Town Clerk William Warren . County Commissioners set out Allston Street in a more formal manner in 1867. 


The oldest building within this area is the Eugene Clark -designed Allston Congregational Church at 41 Quint 
Avenue (see photo, Fig.1 ). Built in 1890 from designs provided by Eugene Clark, the Allston Congregational 
Church is a handsome, well rendered example of the Norman Gothic Revival style. This church is situated on a low 
hill top dotted with rock out croppings, ledges intentionally left in situ in order to "heighten the rustic effect" for this 

clesiastical edifice. No longer in evidence on this property are "the groups of small pine trees". This church's form 
is essentially that of a Greek Cross with more space devoted to auditorium and less to transepts; in fact , the ground 
floor plan is essentially square measuring 108'x98'. The prominent feature of the exterior is the tower, rising nearly 
80 feet above the foundations and capped with an ornamental copper finial. The church is enclosed by a roof which is 
broken by two large gables on the front and in the rear and by a gable on either end over the large tracery windows. 
According to a detailed article in the Brighton Item dated October 21, 1891 "the design of the church was based upon 
Norman models, following suggestions from some of the picturesque old churches of Normandy. The material is 
Brighton ledge stone for the basement and ledge-faced Milton pink granite for the main part of the building with 
trimmings of trimmed Longmeadow brownstone. The granite is rough and is of all sizes, from a bit as large as one's 
hand to blocks of several feet square." 


The Item article also describes the interior of the Allston Congregational Church in considerable detail noting that "the 
chapel, parlor and lobby can be transformed into one large auditorium via sliding doors.The floor of the church is 60 
feet x 32 feet and has a decided pitch toward the pulpit. The pews are curved and seat 550 and seating for 75 is 
available in the gallery overhead. The ceiling is finished in highly polished Wisconsin red brick which is the finish 
throughout the main floor and auditorium. Ash is the material used for finish in the rest of the building....The high 
basement under all the edifice except the auditorium and contains a dinning hall that will seat 300 people. * 
Additionally, this church's interior contains lincrusta wainscoting, a Hook and Hastings and many original lighting 
fixtures including a large brass Colonial Revival chandelier in sanctuary. This church is remarkably intact, retaining 
most of its original features. 
Glenville /Commonwealth is overwhelmingly a neighborhood of apartment buildings; a number of these apartments 
are characterized by unusually fine designs. Indeed,the sinuous path of Commonwealth Avenue forming the southern 
edge of this area possesses one of this avenue's most memorable streetscapes. For example, 1295 - 1309 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.2 ) makes a memorable statement within the streetscape bounded by 
ee Road and Long Avenue. Built between 1910 and 1915, these 5-story buildings possess interlocking 
-shaped forms with deep rear court yards bordering an alley. Cast stone covers the first floor and trimmings of the 
orange brick upper floors.(continued) The main facades of these six buildings represent a series of 4-bay projecting 
components which are enlivened by paired 4-story polygonal bays. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Glenville - Commonwealth Avenue Area, continued 


The entrances of these Classical Revival/Spanish Colonial Revival buildings are recessed behind paired Doric columns 
composed of cast stone. Above the entrances, the single bay facades are deeply recessed, interrupting the the flow of 
masonry surfaces. Interestingly, all of the bays are polygonal, with the exception of the bowed eastern- most bay 
which extends several feet beyond its party wall with 1291 Commonwealth Avenue. The main facades terminate at a 
red tiled roof slope which extends from a low brick parapet. 


The former Princeton Hotel at 1277 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.3 ) is a jewel-like building 
within the great expanse apartment buildings lining Commonwealth Avenue. Built in 1911 by the prolific apartment 
house architect John C. Spofford, this building is essentially rectangular in form, rises to a height of 5-stories and is 
enclosed by a low pitched hip roof. Its roof has a deep cornice and is covered with red terra cotta tiles. Blending 
elements of the Italian Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival styles, this building is constructed of brick . Its first 
and second floor walls are parged with rough , rusticated stucco; smooth stucco covers its upper floors. The highly 
symmetrical main facade exhibits an elegant, enclosed entrance porch ; the porche's center entrance and large, full 
length, multi-pane windows are surmounted by graceful fan lights. The 5-bay main facade displays polygonal metal 
oriels which rise three floors from the third to fifth floors. The undersides of the oriels exhibit bold fluting while the 
apron panels beneath their windows exhibit lavish, low relief floral ornamentation. The 28-bay Spofford Street facade 
y treated as a progression of projecting and recessed square bays. Deeply recessed entrances formally enframed in the 
italian Renaissance manner appear at the center of the Spofford Road and Glenville Avenue facades. 


The group of apartment buildings located between Long Avenue and Allston Street are constructed primarily of red 
brick and exhibit Georgian Revival elements. Between Allston Street and Gordon Street, apartment buildings exhibit 
yellow brick materials. Both segments of Commonwealth Avenue form a continuous expanse of masonry wall, 
enlivened by bowed and polygonal bays and interrupted only by cross streets; Particularly noteworthy are the c. 
1910-1915 apartment buildings at 1375-1383 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.4 ). Rising 
three-stories to a flat roof, this U-shaped structure exhibits 4-bay , square, projecting entrance bays flanked by 2-bay 
bow fronts. The entrances to these buildings exhibit rusticated, boldly rendered cast stone surrounds. First floor 
widows rise from continuous sill courses.In general, windows contain 1/1 wood sash and are surmounted by key- 
and corner stone- ornamented lintels. The main elevations terminate at a boldly rendered molded metal cornice with 
dentils interspersed with brackets. es, 


Built in 1914, 1387-1395 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.5 ) stands apart from neighboring 
structures by virtue of its 5.5 story height. Encompassing two interior court yards, this apartment building's form is 
composed of three interlocking I-shapes. This building's main facades are characterized by polygonal bays flanking 
planar ,4-bay entrance facades. Front doors open on to shallow ,Composite -columned cast stone porches with 
molded entablatures. Situated between these windows is an ornate, rectangular plaque. Above the entrances, pairs of 
windows exhibit ornate enframements consisting of engaged composite columns supporting an entablature ; the 
entablature is surmounted by an oval plaque flanked by scroll brackets depicted in profile. The arched windows of the 
upper floors rise from continuous , denticulated sill courses. The polygonal bays of this building culminate in low 
parapets ornamented with square, billet work panels. The center elevations are crowned by Spanish Colonial Revival 
red tile-covered roof slopes with deep eaves and heavy brackets. Also noteworthy is the group of Renaissance Revival 
apartments at 1409-1427 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.6 ). Rising to a height of four floors, this 

llow brick Georgian Revival group is characterized by interlocking I-shaped forms .The rear wall features five 
Yarrow, deeply recessed court yards Few apartment entrances can match the restrained detail exhibited in the fluted 
Corinthian pilasters and bead and reed detail of the cornice headed entablatures of this group. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Glenville-Commonwealth Avenue Area, continued 


Running parallel to Commonwealth Avenue, one block to the north, between Harvard Avenue and Allston Street is 
Glenville Avenue, another thoroughfare with architecturally noteworthy apartment buildings. Considering this 
thoroughfare from east to west , the Park Vale Apartments at15 Glenville Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 ) are 
a handsome, H-shaped 3-story Tudor Revival building whose main facade features a court yard open to the street and 
flanked by wings. This building exhibits Tudoresque label lintels and culminates in a distinctive, castellated parapet. 
Other noteworthy Glenville Avenue apartments include the early 1900s, tan brick Georgian Revival apartments at 
6-32 Glenville Avenue (see photo, Fig.8 ), which occupy almost the entire south side of Glenville Avenue 
between Harvard avenue and Spofford Avenue. Built during the early 1900s, this group consists of seven, 

3.5-story , apartment buildings with interlocking H- shaped configurations. Additionally, the U-shaped apartment 
building at 27 Glenville Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 _) is characterized by a high rusticated cast stone basement 
walls and smooth plaster -covered upper floors. Its design represents an interesting mix of the Tudor Revival and 
Spanish Colonial Revival ; architectural styles that were widely used in apartment building design during the first 
quarter of the 20th century. Prominently situated at the intersection of Quint Avenue, Glennville Avenue, Spofford 
Road and Greylock Road, 39-43 Glenville Avenue, (see photo, Fig.10_) is situated on the gently rising slope 
of a low hill. The interlocking U and Y shapes of this 3.5 -story duo form a square interior court yard. Constructed of 
brown brick, its string courses, Renaissance Revival entrance enframements, apron panels and solid "fanlights" of its 
sf ‘cond floor windows are composed of cast stone. 


Other noteworthy apartment buildings include the Classical Revival red brick multi-unit buildings at 112-116 
Glenville Avenue (see photo, Fig.11 ) which have a E-shaped configuration, stacked porches and Ionic 
columned entrance porches. Also worthy of mention are the Renaissance/Georgian Revival yellow brick apartment 
buildings at 124-132 Glenville Avenue (see photo, Fig.12 ). The facades of these five T-shaped and 
rectangular buildings are highly plastic with paired and single bow -fronts and broad and square metal oriels. These 
buildings culminate in a deep, denticulated modillion block cornice. 


Park Vale Avenue is a north -west side street which climbs a hill that rises between Glenville and Brighton Avenues. It 
is solidly built up with apartments for its entire length , apartments whose masonry walls create an interesting 
"corridor-like" appearance. The name Park Vale belies the total absence of green space within this area, although 
Ringer Park lies just beyond this area to the west. Park Vale Avenue's architecturally significant multi-unit buildings 
include the trio of T-shaped, free -standing and identically rendered apartment buildings at 9 to 21 Park Vale 
Avenue (see photo, Fig.13 ) and the pair of double , T-shaped apartment buildings at 25-29 and 37-39 Park 
Vale Avenue (see photo, Fig.14 ).The former buildings feature handsome Corinthian -columned entrance 
porches which are located at the center of 5-bay main facades. The front doors of these red brick buildings are set 
within a multi-panlled barrel vault and are surrounded by well -executed cherry wood side and fanlights. 


my 
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Historical Narrative, Glenville-Commonwealth Area, continued 


The oldest street in this area is Brighton Avenue which forms part of the northern edge of this area. Laid out in 1824, 
Brighton Avenue was originally called the "road to the Mill Dam". Set out between 1814 and 1821 by Essex County 
and Boston entrepreneur extrodinaire Uriah Cotting and others, the Mill Dam extended from Charles and Beacon 
Streets to Kenmore Square, providing Brighton with more direct access to Boston via the road (Beacon Street) atop 
the Dam. 


Allston Street existed on paper as early as 1847 as shown on a Middlesex County deed plan. By 1853, this 
thoroughfare existed as a dirt road linking the extreme south eastern segment of Washington Street in Brighton with 
Union Square in Allston. Following closely on the heels of Allston's informal creation during the early 1850s was the 
setting out of Warren Street, at the western end of this area in 1859-1860. Warren Street was named in honor of Town 
Clerk William Wirt Warren. County Commissioners set out Allston Street in a more formal manner in 1867. 


The story of the Glenville-Commonwealth area as a neighborhood of apartment houses begins with the setting out of 
Commonwealth Avenue during the early 1890s. As early as 1884, the Olmsted firm began studies for the Boston 
Street Department for the new avenue in Brighton. The Preliminary Plan for the Widening of Beacon Street, dated 
November 29, 1886, clearly shows Commonwealth Avenue linked with Beacon Street Street, Brookline to form a 

markable "loop" of thoroghfares. Cynthia Zaitzevsky in Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park Systemnotes 
that "neither street was a parkway in Olmsted's sense, since commercial traffic was permitted along with pleasure 
vehicles. Both were carefully thought out in relation to the park system and touched it at one or more points." Unlike 
Beacon Street, Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton did not have a powerful figure smoothing the way for its 
rapid completion. Henry M. Whitney, an executive in the Metropolitan Steamship Company, Brookline Park 
Commissioner, principal trustee of the West End Land Co. and president of the West End Street Railway Co. asked 
Olmsted to draw plans for the widening of Beacon Street from 50 feet (set out in 1851) to 200 feet and in actuality was 
constructed at the still-impressive width of 160 feet. During the late 1880s, Whitney's West End Street Railway was 
set out over Beacon Street, resulting in the rapid residential development of this thoroughfares and adjacent side 
streets. 


Although Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton had no less than six influential local businessmen as backers 
including Isaac Pratt, Jr., Charles Francis Adams and Ebenezer Francis, construction did not get underway until 1892 
Progress was hampered by the realities of the rugged and swampy terrain over which the 200 foot wide avenue was 
to be laid out as well as the financial Panic of 1893. This economic down turn severely damaged the real estate market. 
Furthermore , the city was slow to plant street trees resulting in a desolate, uninviting appearance for the new avenue. 
Although the introduction of the electric street railway to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909 ushered in an era of 
intensive apartment house construction , it also compromised Olmsted's original plan for Commonwealth Avenue, 
between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street. Originally set out with two park strips flanked by macademized 
driveways, the northwestern park strip was taken for the rail bed of the electric surface trolley. 


The oldest building in the Glenville-Commonwealth area is the Allston Congregational Church (1890 to 1891) 
at 33-47 Quint Street (see photo, Fig.1 ). Designed by Eugene Clark for a congregation that had been 
organized in 1886, this church seems to have drawn its parishioners from the Union Square area. The church was 
built on part of the old Emily Herrick estate; the house was originally located near the southwestern corner of Harvard 
nd Brighton avenues. The church's one acre lot was purchased from the Herrick estate by a Mrs. D.W. Herrick for 
5,500.00. Included in this purchase was a 25 foot wide strip of land bordering a lane or passageway leading from the 
church to Brighton Avenue. (continued) 
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Oren HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Glenville-Commonwealth 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Glenville-Commonwealth Area, continued 


Later, this lane was widened , extended to Glenville Avenue and named Quint Street in honor of the Allston 
Congregational Church's first minister. The church's cornerstone was laid on September 25,1890. Architect Eugene 
Clark was primarily a designer of upscale residences in Dorchester, Roxbury , Norwood and other suburban 
communities near Boston. In Allston, he designed the Queen Anne houses bordering Cambridge Terrace in the 
Allston Heights area.The Allston Congregational Church represents Clark's first and possibly only 
ecclesiastical edifice. Clark is not listed as an architect of other churches in Douglas Shand Tucci's Church Building in 
Boston, 1720 to 1970. This church's contractors were Woodbury and Leighton. 


Another building of major architectural and historical significance in this area is the Hotel Princeton at 1277 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.3). Built in 1910 as an apartment hotel, it was opened for "private 
inspection" on January 21, 1911. The new, five-story hotel, by all accounts, was unusually luxurious, possessing 
marble floors, Mahogany finishes and gilded ceilings. 


The servants assigned to the 48 suites lived in quarters on the first floor, representing an unusual departure from the 
more traditional approach to housing household help in a top floor or attic. The furnishings in the first floor's private 

inning room were described as "Colonial".The main dinning rooms's walls were covered with "imported tapestry 
@invincs’ Additionally, "two hundred electric bulbs with imported and tinted glass shades gave a soft, artistic 
lighting" to the main dinning room. 






The Princeton's architect was John C. Spofford whose name lives on in Spofford Street, bordering the east side of 
this building. John C. Spofford (b.11/24/1854-died?) was born and educated in Maine. He studied architecture at the 
State University of Maine, trained in the Boston office of Henry Preston, and began work as a draftsman with the firm 
of Sturgis and Brigham. From the mid 1870s until 1892 when he founded his own firm, Spofford was in partnership 
with Charles Brigham. Spofford and Brigham designed several projects in Maine, including the Memorial Hall at 
Belfast and the Lewiston City Hall. Spofford designed the Fairhaven, MA. Public Library and Town Hall , a 
Presbyterian church at Roxbury, MA. Spofford and a number of private residences and apartment buildings in 
Allston-Brighton. 


The majority of the Glenville-Commonwealth area's apartment buildings were built between 1909 and 1916. The 
oldest apartment building in the area is 1283 to 1291 Commonwealth Avenue which was built in 1899 by John 
W. Bowes from Georgian Revival designs provided by James Murray. Situated next door to the Princeton Hotel, 
near Spofford Road, each of these five attached buildings were built to accommodate three families.This parcel was 
part of the Richard Holmes and Nathaniel Griggs tract in 1875 and appears as a 14-lot undeveloped tract owned by 
Griggs in 1885. This building's permit lists John W. Bowes, builder, as the original owner while the 1899 Atlas 
shows Yankee owners including John Clough at 1283, Nahum Greenwood at 1285, Caridine Jackson at 1289 and 
Charles Jackson at 1291. Built between 1899 and 1909, the red brick Georgian Revival apartment houses at 1375 
and 1377 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.4 ) were built for Fannie Morrison, probably a 
descendent of the Morrison family who lived on the east side of Harvard Avenue as early as 1852.Representing the 
earliest extensive group of attached,pre -1909 "street railway era" apartment buildings is 6 to 32 Glenville Avenue 
(see photo, Fig.8 ). Built during the early 1900s, these buildings were erected on an estate owned by Simeon 

aylor in 1875, Gideon P. Brown in 1885 and George D. Emery in 1899. The Emery house was numbered 81 

arvard Street; a large, rambling wooden house with a porte cochere and stables at the rear of the property, a 
meandering driveway linked the main house with Harvard Avenue. The 1899 Atlas shows Glenville Avenue as a 
proposed street that was originally called Princeton Avenue. By 1909, the present group was owned by W. Stanley 
Tripp, a well-to-do real estate speculator and Hoyt E. Fuller. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Glenville-Commonwealth Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


1243 to 1443 (odd) Commonwealth 
8 to 1382 (even) Glenville Avenue 
15 to 83 (odd) Glenville Avenue 

9 to 51 (odd) Parkvale Avenue 

10 to 50 (even) Parkvale Avenue 

7 to 11 (odd) Price Road 

15 to 69 (odd) Quint Avenue 


16 to 76 (even) Quint Avenue 


8 to 14 &17 (inclu) Radcliffe Road 





HivERIE (eve) SEP at 8 
boas - eunevA stiemei® (hbo) £8 of 2 
Lae  acous (hbo? r2 o: 
Leelee RUNVA Slates (neve) 02 of 0) 


ae 


eae ORL VbsoR eon (Sbo} Tf ot 
arts ry Wash 
4 4 ‘ 
4 
1 


ei “eineyA miuO (bbo) ga at at 
; aoe ‘sume tv eit) (reve): ay of 
"baba eniighah (vloni). <8 &) of 4 








Massachusetts Historical Commission Community | Property Address 


80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Gost II Ston - Dah len ude — Conn gnwes) 


Area FormNo 


betta nectar aid 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


~D 


Check all that apply: 


CO Individually eligible OO Eligible only ina historic district 
OQ) Contributing to a potential historic district & Potential historic district 


(Criteria eA eee ee el Gen oe] eT) 
Criteria Considerations: ] A hed fered Oy (DD 1D) oR eel en (Te 


Statement of Significance by ___& dward W. Gordoy 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Glenville -Commonwealth Area 


Qualifies,as architecturally significant component within Commonwealth Avenue’s remarkably 
intact Allston-Brighton streetscape. Although Olmsted’s landscape plans for his great “boulevard” 
in Allston-Brighton were never completely realized, the apartment buildings lining this 
thoroughfare and bordering its side streets constitute the largest apartment house district in 
Boston. The Commonwealth Avenue edge of this area is unusually sinuous, resulting in a 
heightened visual impact ; the sweeping, profusely ornamented masonry “wall” of apartment 
buildings of Commonwealth Avenue’s northern edge, between Harvard Avenue and Washington 
Street constitutes one of the great segments of this thoroughfare. This area has significant historical 
associations with Allston’s Jewish community which began to settle here after the introduction of 
the electric streetcar railway to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909. These middle class Jews left the 
tenements of their parents in the North, West and South Ends during the 1910s and 1920s to live 
in the comfortable and modern apartments of Allston- Brighton. 


Some of Commonwealth Avenue’s earliest apartment buildings are located within this area 
including: the James Muray-designed apartments at 1283-1289 Commonwealth Avenue 
(1899) and the Georgian revival apartment buildings at 1375 -1377 Commonwealth Avenue 
(c. 1900). 


Built in 1911 from designs provided by architect John C. Spofford, the former Hotel Princeton 
at 1277 Commonwealth Avenue is significant as an unusually handsome example of the 
Italian Renaissance Revival style.Newspaper accounts of this hotel’s grand opening describe an 
interior containing 48 suites and lavishly appointed entertaining rooms;original marble floors and 
6) Mahogany paneled walls are still in evidence in the outer lobby. 


Additionally, the Allston Congregational Church at 41 Quint Avenue was built in 1890 in 
the “Norman” style by Eugene Clark. This stone, towered church was built with ledge stone 
quarried on site. Its interior is essentially unspoiled, characterized by handsome woodwork, 
lincrusta wall coverings and original brass Colonial Revival chandeliers and sconces.The side 
partition walls of the sanctuary slide upwards in order to accommodate large numbers of 
worshipers.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
oylston Street 
on, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ar Ss) 


@. Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston , Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Hano Street 
Present Use Residential 
Construction Dates or Period 1891 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage_ App . u acre § 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


(se. arrached Weep» 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 











AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
hitecturally Hano Street provides a fascinating glimpse of a thoroughfare lined with modest, attached two- 

amily houses, located in the midst of a gritty industrial/ware house district. Standing just one block to the south of the 
Boston and Albany Railroad tracks this housing was developed during the early 1890s by book manufacturer Samuel 
Hano. Consisting of four groups of attached wooden Queen Anne houses (numbered 1 to 39, 20 to 40, 41 to 
53, and 42 to 72 Hano Street), this development also encompasses a double two-family at 16 and 18 Hano 
Street; three attached buildings at 55,57 and 59 Hano Street along with a single ,two family building at 74 
Hano Street.This area extends from Braintree Street on the north to the southeastward bend in Hano Street; the 
remaining, segment of Hano Street continues on to Cambridge Street and is not included within this area. 


The west side of Hano Street is characterized by two groups of 2-story, 2-family buildings. 1-39 Hano Street (see 
photo, Fig. 1 ) represents a series of T-shaped buildings which form open court yards at the rear of these buildings. 
Their wood shingle-covered main facades have flat entrance bays flanked by 2-story , pedimented polygonal bays. The 
entrance bays exhibit four contiguous front doors surmounted by a dentil course and cornice.A low flight of concrete 
steps leads up to the entry. In general, windows are ‘simply enframed and contain 1/1 wood replacement 
sash.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Hano Street was laid out during the summer of 1891 over Samuel Hano's land.Hano was a major figure within the 
annals of Allston-Brighton industrial and real estate development history. His book manufacturing concern was located 
on Hano Street , to the south of the row houses he built during the mid -1890s. In 1889, Hano built the Allston Block 
(see Area Form ) at Franklin and Braintree Street, a late Victorian commercial block which still stands across the 

Ti from the old Boston and Albany Allston Depot. Indeed, the rise of the area north of Cambridge Street and east of 

@erett Street as an important industrial center and blue collar residential quarter may be traced to the creation of the 
first Allston Depot in 1867. Although this line had been set out as early as 1832 as the Boston and Worcester Railroad, 
eastern Allston was too underpopulated to warrent its own train station. It wasn't until the commencement of filling 
operations in the Back Bay during the late 1850s that the Allston section began to receive serious consideration as a 
place in which to live and work. 


Samuel Hano, built row houses on Everret and Blaine Streets, as well as along Hano Street where the largest collection 
of his tenements survive. According to Brighton-Allston historian William Marchione, the original tenants of Hano 
Street's houses included employees of his book factory as well as the Boston and Albany Railroad repair shops and the 
Sewall and Day Cordage Works. At the height of his career, he owned more than a million dollars of South Allston real 
estate. In fact, the area east and north of Union Square is, to this day, called Hanoville by older residents. A disastrous 
fire in 1891at his book factory resulted in a reversal of fortune for Hano. After declaring bankruptcy, the local 
newspaper, The Brighton Item , lauded Hano for having shown ' a push and decision seldom equaled" which "had 
guided to completion building after building and utilized to the best possible advantage acre upon acre of land which but 
five years ago had but a very small value in comparison". (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 
Maps/Atlases:1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


[ _] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a | completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Architectural Description, Hano Street Area, continued 


The main facade of the group of tenements at 41-53 Hano Street is treated as a progression of 2-story polygonal bays 
which culminate in large, distinctive pediments which rise from the flat roof. This group is covered with final siding. 


The east side of Hano Street is lined with two groups of identically rendered Queen Anne 2-family attached housesat 
20-40 9 (see photo, Fig.2 ) and 42 -76 Hano Street These groups exhibit massing that is unique within 
Alston-Brighton. Grouped as double 2-family residences, each main facade is exhibits a flat entrance bay which 
culminates in an unusual tall and narrow mansardic configuration which "reads" as both wall dormer and roof slope. 
Flanking the entrance bays are 2-story polygonal bays which are enclosed by low pyramidal roof caps. The entrance 
bays display four front doors which are capped by shed roofs with large curving saw-cut brackets. Most of the 
buildings of these groups are covered with vinyl or some other type of synthetic siding. 


Visually Hano Street 's tenements are greater than the sum of their parts. Although original fabric has been mostly 
compromised by modern sheathing materials, these houses retain their original siting, form, massing and elements. 
Possessing a stage set-like quality, the human scale of these 2-story groups stands in marked contrast to the high-rise 
on Cambridge Street, visible one block to the north. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Hano Street Area, continued 


By the early 1900s, the row houses of Hano Street were owned by persons of Irish, English , Jewish and German 
origins including a P. Landay (numbers numbers 1; 8; and 16 Hano Street); M.L. Young (2 and 10); John V.N. Stultz 
(numbers 5 to 39); Franklin Worcester (18 to 32) ; M. E. Eaton (number 34) ; F. Mc Caffrey (number 40), C.H. 
Burns (number 41); Fannie M. Marsh (numbers 42 to 58); M. W. Donkin (number 43); W.E. Lincoln (numbers 45 
to 53); and T.W. Fisher (numbers 55 and 59). | 


By 1930 Hano Street 's buildings housed an ethnically diverse community of Irish, Jewish, English, Polish, French, 
German, Greek as well as a sizable number of Italian residents. During the first year of the Great Depression, Hano 
Street's residents seem to have been mostly employed in blue collar jobs. Just as the Irish immigrants of the mid 19th 
century were often relegated to the work of laborers, a half dozen Hano Street tenants , believed to have been recent 
immigrants, worked as laborers during the 1930s-possibly on New Deal WPA public works projects. During the 
1930s, several schools and the Brighton Municipal Court House were erected with funding from the federal 
government. The roster of job descriptions includes porter, janitor, painter, as well as a half dozen laborers, four 
chauffeurs and two iron workers. Included within the ranks of Hano Street's skilled workers was a "weather strip 
installer", shoe repairer, machinist, electroplater and auto repairman. Public servants based on Hano Street included a 

onstable and a fireman. Not surprisingly, given Hano Street's proximity to the railroad, several residents worked for 
the Boston & Albany Railroad. The B&A had been a major employer in North Allston-Brighton since the 
establishment of the Faneuil, Brighton and Allston Depot stations during the late 1860s. Heads of households 
working in more white collar capacities included clerks, a bookkeeper, an engineer, a real estate agent and a salesman. 
Just as a significant percentage of Allston-Brighton apartments were rented by single women and widows, Hano 
Street's tenements encompassed eight units listed under the names of women.Evidently reflecting the difficult financial 
times of the early Depression years , no less than thirteen buildings on this street were unoccupied including numbers 
14; 15 16, 18, 20, 21, 26, 32, 42,50,52,56,58 and 60 Hano street. 


More specifically, Hano Street's residents in 1930, the first year of Boston Business Directory residential street by 
street listings, included: Tilden K. Stanley, clerk at number 1; Patrick O'Leary, porter "baggage department South 
station" at number 2; Raymond H. Roberts, clerk at number 3; John Coulter, janitor at number 4; Arthur W. Edson, 
trackman, Boston and Albany RR at number 5; Francis Robinson (no occupation listed) at number 6; Willis H. Root, 
bookkeeper at number 7; Joseph Lopresti, laborer at number 8; number 10 was vacant; William T. Huggard, painter at 
number 11; Miss Mary Lovett at number 12; an A. Watts (no occupation listed at number 13; and John Buchanan, 
baker, Lewis A. Whitaker, engineer at 17; James Hughes , salesman at 19; Albert C. Dunham, machinist at 22; John 
H. Legee, laborer at 23; Herbert Schneider, iron worker at number 24; Elva E. Deroen at number 25; Benjamin 
Gordon at number 27; William R. Ahern, chauffeur, at number 28; Mary J. Roche at number 29; John J. Tierney, 
receiver at number 30; Waldo C. Nardella, machinist at number 31,George L.Murphy, foreman at number 33,Arthur 
L. Seiders, foreman, Boston & Albany Railroad at number 34, John E. Laneau, weather strip installer at number 35, 
Thomas P. Grinham, chauffeur, at number 37, Stanley E. Lebakken, chauffeur at number 38, Wladyslaw, Sadowski, 
real estate at number 39, Ivar R. Koko, ironworker, at number 40, Michael J. Mc Hugh, repairman, Boston Edison, 
at number 41, Daniel J. Sullivan (no occupation listed) at number 43, Edward R. Poirier, machinist, at number 44, 
John Roche, laborer, at number 45, Joseph Marino, shoe repairer at a shop on North Beacon Street, at number 46, 
Louis Simeone, laborer, at number 47, Mrs. Eva Golden, at number 48, Braymon O. Wood, laborer, at number 49, 
James F. Ryan , upholsterer, at number 51, John J. Linehan, constable, reported for duty at the City Hall Annex and 
@ived at number 53, Mrs. Helen Buckley at number 54, Robert J. Walsh, plumber, at number 55, Thomas E. Reid, 
chauffeur ,at number 57, Thomas A. Von Shoppe, electro-plater at number 59, Amanda Fantl at number 62, 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Hano Street Area, continued 


Mrs. Mary Towers at number 64, George E. Garvey, occupation unlisted at number 65, John J. Costello, laborer, 
Constantine G. Coffidis, printer, at number 70, Mary S. Tuomi at number 72, Harry J. Downs, auto repair, at 
number 73, John Keady, floorman, who reported to work at 475 Cambridge Street, Allston, and Jeffrey F. Murphy, 
occupation unlisted at number 76. 


Since the 1960s, Hano Street, along with other parts of Allston containing significant numbers of multi-family 


buildings , has suffered from deferred maintenance. Hano Street's residents today seem to encompass Afro American, 
Hispanic, as well as other ethnic and racial groups. 
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USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
| Boston-S_ | 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 
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Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Harvard Avenue 


Present Use_ commercial, residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1875 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Washington 
Allston School on Cambridge St. demolished. 


Acreage 2 pp. Zo decs 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm. 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 
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oo... architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
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s linear, Harvard Avenue area runs north-south along both sides of Harvard Avenue between the Boston and 
Albany Railroad tracks at Franklin Street and Commonwealth Avenue. Additionally, a cul -de- sac called Harvard 
Terrace is included within this area. With the exception of a half dozen apartment buildings, this area is 
overwhelmingly commercial. Harvard Avenue is lined primarily by one- and- two story commercial blocks dating 
between 1910 and the 1980s, with the majority dating from the 1920s. In terms of architectural style, these commercial 
blocks are characterized by Georgian Revival, Craftsman, Spanish Colonial Revival, and Tudoresque 
elements.Additionally, a small node of late -19th -century masonry commercial blocks is still extant at the intersection 
of Cambridge and Franklin Streets. Noteworthy non -residential buildings in this area include the Classical Revival 
Fire Station at 10 Harvard Avenue, the Allston-Methodist Episcopal Church at 62 Harvard Avenue, and the 
Richardsonian Romanesque Allston Depot designed by Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge Allston at Cambridge and 
Franklin Streets. 


This area is essentially composed of three segments including: 1) the node of late -19th -century commercial blocks and 
Allston Depot clustered the intersection of Cambridge, Franklin and Harvard Streets, 2) the stretch of early -20th 
-century commercial blocks and apartment buildings between Cambridge Street and Brighton Avenue; and 3) a 
collection of commercial blocks between Brighton Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue which although less intact 
than those of the second segment of Harvard Street, nevertheless conveys the appearance and feeling of ac. 1910s to 
1920s commercial thoroughfare. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Harvard Avene was part of a highway that was set out as early as 1638 to link Boston with Harvard Square, 
Cambridge. By the mid 18th century, much of the land on either side of Harvard Street, north of Brighton Avenue was 
owned by the Thomas Gardener family. A leader of the cause for independence , Thomas Gardener died at the Battle of 
muinker Hill on June 17, 1775. Prior to the coming of the electric streetcar in 1909, Harvard Avenue, particularly the 

gment between Brighton and Commonwealth avenues was lined with the substantial homes of Herricks, Morrison, 

Browns and Emerys. A major watershed in the development of Harvard Avenue was the establishment of the first 
railroad depot in 1867 at Franklin and Cambridge Street , at the northern extremity of the district. During the 1880s and 
early 1890s, a node of architecturally -noteworthy commercial blocks evolved at the northwestern corner of Cambridge 
and Franklin Streets, including the Chester Block at 381 to 385 Cambridge Street and Allston Hall at 10 
to 14 Franklin Street. Across Franklin Street is the Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge -designed Allston Depot 
(1887) at 353. Cambridge Street, an early work by H.H. Richardson's successor architectural firm. During the 
1910s and 1920s, Harvard Avenue was radically transformed from an upscale residential thoroughfare to a major 
commercial artery of handsome one- and two- story business blocks and a handful of apartment houses. Today, 
Harvard Avenue is a still-vital commercial strip lined with businesses geared toward the college students and immigrant 
groups living in the area. Over time, Jews, Irish and Italians have been superseded in numbers by Southeast Asians, 
Brazilians, Hispanics and Russians. 


As early as 1638, the Roxbury Highway was set out to link Cambridge directly with Boston. Harvard Avenue 
represents a segment in an eight mile road that passed through Boston, Roxbury, Brookline and Little Cambridge 
(Allston-Brighton) in a great arc-shaped configuration. In Allston, this road ran from the Great Bridge (built in 1663, 
superseding ferry service established in 1634) over the Charles River, following North Beacon Street , a portion of 
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Beginning with the northern segment which encompasses the oldest structures within this area, it should be noted that 
the collection of buildings at the Cambridge Street / Franklin Street / Harvard Avenue intersection are one to three 
stories tall as opposed to the more typical height of one to two stories for the remainder of the area. Particularly 
noteworthy is the contiguous trio of commercial blocks at the northwest corner of Cambridge and Franklin Streets. 
379-385 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.1), corner of Franklin Street, is a largely unspoiled example of a 
c. 1880 brick commercial and residential block . Designed by Franz Joseph Untersee,The Chester Block isa 
three- story rectangular red brick building with three bays along Franklin Street and 17 bays along Cambridge Street. 
The first floor currently contains six stores interspersed with four recessed entrances to the apartments of the upper 
floors.The storefronts have been modernized for the most part although original vertical cast iron components are still 
in evidence. Ornamentation is confined to corbelled cornices which repeat an arch-shaped pattern of stepped bricks. 
Windows exhibit simple brownstone sills and lintels. Near the center of the Cambridge Street facade is a stone plaque 
with incised lettering which reads "Chester Block". 


The Chester Block is part of a trio of late Victorian masonry commercial blocks bordering Franklin Street and 
overlooking the Richardsonian Romanesque , Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge -designed Allston Depot. The middle 
building at 4-8 Franklin Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) has been altered on its first floor by the application of 

oder gray and white bricks while the brickwork of its upper two floors has been painted white. Like the Chester 
Block, the windows of its 6 bay main facade exhibit simple brownstone sills and lintels and it culminates in a corbelled 
cornice. The four windows at the center of the main facade's second and third floors have been filled in with concrete 
blocks. 


The northernmost building of this trio is the Allston Hall Block at 10 Franklin Street (see photo, Fig.3). 
Rising to a height of 3.5 stories , this brick Queen Anne /Mansard style rectangular structure possesses a seven- bay 
main facade with ten bays along Braintree Street. Old black and white photographs of this property show bricks of 
light coloration which contrast with quoin-like configurations of dark colored brickwork; presently the masonry has 
been uniformly blackened by city soot. The ground floor is divided into two storefronts ( with vertical metal piers still 
in evidence) and an entrance at its southeast corner.The storefronts exhibit modern infill brickwork. A stone plaque on 
the main facade beneath the roof's cornice reads "18 Allston Hall Block 90" in incised letters. The mansard roof is 
straight sided and steeply pitched with the slopes of its two formally finished elevations exhibiting broad, brownstone- 
trimmed Queen Anne wall dormers containing Palladian windows.A sign between the second -and- third floor 
windows of the main facade read "Cambridge Automotive Warehouse Co."; the second floor windows contain 4/4 
wood sash, while the windows of the third floor and mansard are covered with boards. 


Across Franklin Street , adjacent to the Boston and Albany Railroad is the old Allston Depot at 353 

Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig. 4). Designed by Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge in 1887, this railroad 
station is Richardsonian Romanesque in style.This long, low, 1.5 story rectangular structure is constructed of white 
granite with brownstone trimmings. In typical Richardsonian Romanesque fashion, this buildings materials are 
rusticated and rock faced. Additionally, a trio of attic window s at the center of the narrow end wall gables exhibit 
H.H. Richardson's predilection for arched windows.The east gable culminates in a low chimney.A later, enclosed 
porch borders the railroad tracks and evidently dates to this building's recent reincarnation as a restaurant. Its ten bay 
main facade exhibits square headed windows set deeply within the masonry facade (continued). 
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The Georgian Revival, yellow brick Allen Building at 334-354 Cambridge Street and 1 to 9 Linden 
Street (see photo, Fig. 5 ) is prominently sited at the corner of Cambridge and Linden streets ; its northeast 
corner is characterized by an unusually broad, bow front. From the first of its Linden Street bays, rounding the great 
curved corner and continuing to the last bay of the Cambridge facade, this great expanse of brick wall is pierced by 25 
bays, culminating is a molded metal modillion block cornice. The Allen Building is adjacent to the southwest side of 
the bridge over the Boston and Albany Railway and is a highly visible landmark from the Massachusetts Turnpike just 
to the north. In terms of design, this building has an almost exagerrated emphasis on horizontal lines with continuous 
sill courses beneath the windows of the second and fourth floors. Eleven of the 25 windows of the second and third 
floors are treated as shallow, two- story paneled copper oriels. The second and third floor windows of the bowed 
segment are fully enframed and cornice headed in the Renaissance Revival manner. The majority of the windows 
exhibit Georgian Revival wedge- shaped brick work lintels with brownstone keystones. 


The small , Italianate /Mansard cottage at 390 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.6 ) is the only single- family 
residence in this area; serving as a reminder of Harvard Avenue's overwhelmingly residential character prior to early 
20th century commercialization. Although altered by the application of vinyl siding and modern fenestration 
treatments, this house retains its original hip on bell cast mansard roof. Next door to this house was the Washington 

@iiston School built during the late 19th century and torn down during the 1970s.This large, E-shaped masonry 
Queen Anne school building would have effectively anchored the northwestern corner of the Harvard Avenue area. 
All that remains of the Allston School is a low granite retaining wall which should be included within a Harvard 
Avenue Area historic district. 


The segment of Harvard Avenue between Cambridge Street and Brighton Avenue is more intact, in terms of historic 
fabric, than the stretch of this thoroughfare between Brighton and Commonwealth Avenues. Both the northern and 
southern segments of Harvard Avenue derive their distinctive character from the scale of long, low (mostly one to two 
story commercial blocks) with considerable expanses of storefront windows set off by ornamentation typical of the 
Georgian Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival , Tudor Revival and Craftsman styles popular during the first three 
decades of the twentieth century. This progression of long rectangular commercial blocks is occasionally broken by 
three to four story apartment buildings representative of the Georgian or Tudor Revival styles as well as architecturally 
distinguished non residential properties such as a church and a fire station. Marking the northern "gateway" to Harvard 
Avenue is the one -story cast stone , concrete and brick commercial block at 382 Cambridge Street and 1-5 
Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 ). With the exception of its broad bowed facade at the Harvard 
Avenue/Cambridge Street corner, this building is typical of commercial blocks built to accommodate the burgeoning 
auto trade during the 1910s and 1920s. 


The Queen Anne/Georgian Revival Engine House No. 40, at10 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.8 _), is 
already listed on the National register of Historic Places. Built in 1891, this 2.5 -story fire house is constructed of 
yellow brick and possesses a rectangular form. Standing with its narrow 2-bay facade facing the street, it is 5-bays in 
depth. Adapted for reuse as a store, the main facade 's pair of garage entrances are treated as large multi-pane display 
windows. Exhibiting a corbelled cornice, this fire station is enclosed by a hip roof. (continued) 
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The former Allston Methodist Church at 62 Harvard Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) is a solid, competently 
rendered example of the Gothic Revival style.Parged with white stucco, this house is rectangular in form. This church 
stands with its west gable facing Harvard Avenue . A square, three story castelated tower is located to the left of the 
facade gable; the tower is slightly shorter than the gable. Access to the church is gained via a small entrance porch with 
a half timbered gable. The side walls exhibit standard size first floor windows and arched second floor windows. 


A vestibule and parish hall are located on the first floor while the sanctuary is on the second floor. This church has a 
fine collection of stained glass, most notably the large window on the second floor of the main facade that 
memorializes and was a gift from Brighton's Swift family of cattle dealers. 


Across the street from the church is a one story, Craftsman style commercial block at 51-63 Harvard Avenue 
(see photo, Fig.10 ). Built in 1913 from designs provided by A.J. Carpenter, this rectangular row of four retail 
stores exhibit gables with half-timbered pediments over each entrance.Enclosed by a flat roof, red tile -covered roof 
slopes shelter the store windows and are supported by large , saw-cut brackets.Rising from the roof, at the clipped, 
southeast corner of the building, is an ornamental, stepped orange brick parapet. 


@ ontinuing southward along 67-73 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig. 11) constitutes a U-shaped, apartment 
building designed in the Georgian Revival/Neo Federal style. A narrow, T-shaped court yard opens on to a rear yard. 
Constructed of red brick with a granite-faced first floor, this three-story building's four bow fronts which are ranged 
across the main facade like columns.The paired entrances are surrounded by rusticated granite. The windows of the 
upper floors are surmounted by wedge shaped, key stone lintels. This duo culminates in a molded metal cornice with a 
dentil course and modillion blocks. 


Prominently sited at the north east corner of Harvard and Brighton avenues, The Prindiville Building at 
143-155 Brighton avenue (see photo, Fig.12 ) is a handsome, V-shaped, 2-story red brick and cast stone 
Tudoresque commercial block with four bays along Harvard Avenue and three bays along Brighton Avenue. 
Interspersed between the bays are cast stone piers which rise a few inches above the stepped parapet, culminating in 
spool-like finials. Although modern signage cover this building's storefronts, original transoms may still exist beneath 
these materials. a 


132-138 Brighton Avenue (see photo, Fig.13 ) is a handsome tan brick and cast stone trimmed 2-story 
commercial block exhibiting elements of the Tapestry Brick and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. Possessing a 
rectangular form, its Brighton Avenue facade is 14 bays wide while the Harvard Avenue elevation is 7-bays in depth . 
Its facades display Tapestry brick treatments popular in the 1910s and '20s. The center of its Brighton Avenue facade 
is set off by cast stone entrance and window enframements. Shading the second floor windows are tile-covered roof 
slopes which project from low parapets.A clipped wall with a single bay is in evidence at its north west corner. 
(continued) 
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Unlike the northern segment of Harvard Avenue, with its municipal, ecclesiastical and apartment buildings, the 
southern segment between Brighton Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue is lined with one to two -story commercial 
blocks. The long, low, two story forms of its brick, concrete and cast stone commercial blocks follow the curve of 
Harvard Avenue. Although extensively altered, the one-story, rectangular commercial block at 116-132 Harvard 
Avenue (see photo, Fig.14 ) is of interest as a group of store fronts interspersed with finial-topped piers and 
sheltered by a Spanish Colonial revival red terra cotta tiled roof slope 


The Gordon Building at 149-175 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.15_) is astellar example of a 
mid-1920s commercial block.The great sweep of its 12-bay main facade follows the subtly curving line of Harvard 
Avenue. Its storefronts and large second floor windows are interspersed with plaster covered piers. Fine detail not 
usually accorded a commercial block geared for the automobile trade is in evidence in the rope moldings of the second 
floor windows and the curving low relief floral and vine motifs of its south east corner's parapet which culminates in a 
swans neck scroll pediment with center and corner molded torches.The relatively fine design of this building might be 
attributed to the fact that the second floor's first tenant was the Allston Branch of the Boston Public Library. 


92-194 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.16 _), is a gem of a Neo Adamesque commercial block . 
yontaining three retail stores, this one-story, rectangular block is covered with a "skin" of white terra cotta tiles; 
interspersed between the display windows are engaged Ionic columns. The stores are surmounted by a low parapet 
exhibiting ornamental panels containing oval , Neo Adamesque motifs and blind. Ionic columned arches rendered in 
high relief. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@\assACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Harvard Avenue Area, 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Avenue Area, continued 


Cambridge Street to Harvard Avenue. It was over the Roxbury Highway that Williams Dawes, the other important, 
but unsung, "midnight rider" , made his way to Lexington and Concord to warn the populace that the British were 
marching to confiscate supplies ; this warning was the prelude to Lexington and Concord. 


In 1734, the inhabitants living south of the Charles River successfully petitioned the colonial legislature for permission 
to hold religious services in Little Cambridge in winter.This petition was initiated purely as a measure of practicality on 
the part of the Little Cantabridgians who are said to have been as yet unwilling to separate from the parent church, 
north of the Charles River.The earliest meeting house has been described as a deserted farm house which is said to 
have stood at the southwest corner of Cambridge and North Harvard Street (Harvard Avenue). The establishment of a 
seasonal meeting house in Little Cambridge, nevertheless, represented a step towards independence from the mother 
town.In 1744 a formal meeting house was erected at the northeast corner of Washington and Market streets at 
Brighton Center. 


In 1747, Richard Gardner, father of the famous revolutionary hero Thomas Gardner,purchased a 110- acre estate that 
included land on both side of Harvard Avenue or "the lower Roxbury Highway" paying more than 3,000 pounds for 
the property. Gardner's house stood at the northwest corner of Harvard and Brighton avenues. Amazingly, the house, 

)commodious gambrel structure, still stands, although in altered condition at 22 Higgins Street, on the south side 
of Union Square; it was moved there in 1850. It is the oldest house in Allston. Thomas Gardner was born in 1723, 
probably in Brookline. In 1755, Thomas Gardner married Joanna Sparhawk, a member of one of Brighton's founding 
families. Thomas Gardner , a major political figure in Massachusetts on the eve of the Revolution,was in the forefront 
of those urging resistance to the King's dissolution of the General Court in 1774, following the Boston Tea Party.He 
was chosen to represent Cambridge in the Middlesex County Convention, called to consider measures for public 
safety, as well as in the First and Second provincial Congresses. By May of 1775, with his election to the 
Revolutionary Council of Safety, Gardner was at the pinnacle of his powers as a fervent revolutionary. Additionally, 
during the Spring of 1775, he was commissioned a colonel of a regiment he had organized largely at his own expense. 
Gardener's meteoric rise to prominence and power was tragically cut short when he was mortally wounded at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill, in June, 1775. Lingering until July 3,1775, Gardner was the second highest ranking American 
officer killed at Bunker hill; his funeral services were attended by General George Washington. The Gardner name 
lives on in Gardner Street, east of Harvard Avenue and in the north central Massachusetts town of Gardner , named in 
his memory in 1785. 


The primacy of the Roxbury Highway as the principal transportation link between Boston and Cambridge , of which 
Harvard Avenue was a key component, was challenged in 1793 with the construction of the West Boston Bridge 
which followed the path of the current Longfellow Bridge. Cambridge Street, which crosses the northern segment of 
Harvard Avenue was built in 1808 (along with the bridge over the Charles to River Street Cambridge in 1811) in 
direct response to the challenge presented by West Boston Bridge. The Hale's Map of Brighton dating to 1830 
indicates that the construction of Cambridge Street encouraged the building of structures along Harvard Avenue, with 
three buildings grouped around the Cambridge Street/Harvard Avenue intersection and five others bordering this 
thoroughfare between Cambridge Street and the Brookline line; none of these structures are still extant. 


By the early 1850s, Harvard Avenue's estate era was well underway; an era that would last until the 1910s when 
mmercialization transformed the thoroughfare of substantial residences on large, landscaped lots to a more 
rban-appearing street lined with one- to two- story commercial blocks. In 1852, the homes of Herricks, Barretts, 
Farringtons, Bowers, Morrisons and Harts overlooked Harvard Avenue between Cambridge Street and the future path 
of Commonwealth Avenue; none of these residences survive. (continued) 
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The beginnings of modern Harvard Avenue's history as an commercial center begin with the construction of the first 
Allston Depot in 1867. Although the Boston and Worcester later Boston and Albany railroad had been set out through 
northern Brighton as early as the 1830s, there were no regular stops in the eastern end of the community. Prior to the 
depot's construction, its site had been occupied by a tiny cobbler's shop. The cobbler kept a few tickets in a box and 
would occasionally flag down a train for a traveler.The depot stood at the intersection of Harvard Avenue and 
Cambridge Street, called Cambridge Crossing. This name lead to considerable confusion, with train passengers 
disembarking at Cambridge Crossing, thinking that they were in the City of Cambridge, over one mile to the 
northeast. 

In 1868, the name of the depot and nearby post office was changed to Allston, in honor of the early 19th century 
history and portrait painter Washington Allston. The great painter lived for many years in Cambridgeport and was said 
to enjoy taking walks in then-rural North Brighton. Over time, Allston became the name of the eastern end of 
Brighton, but in fact, was never an independent town. According to Brighton-Allston historian William Marchione, 
Allston is the only artist's name ever accorded a community in the United States. 


The present Allston Depot at 353 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig. 4 ), now a sports bar and restaurant, was 
puilt in 1886-1887 by Henry Hobson Richardson's successor firm, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge.In 1881, the Boston 
ee) Albany Railroad began the construction of stations on the main line to serve the commuter traffic generated by 
villages such as Allston Depot. Richardson received several commissions for commuter stations, of which the 
Auburndale, Newton station was the first , beginning in February, 1881. Richardson received the station commission, 
in part, because of his friendship with Harvard classmate and B &A vice president James A. Rumrill. 
H.H. Richardson died at the age of 48 in 1886, leaving the station commissions to be completed by Shepley, Rutan 
and Coolidge. The Allston Depot is one of the few surviving B&A stations built during the 1880s; most of these 
depots were torn down when the Massachusetts Turnpike was extended through Brighton and Newton during the 
early 1960s. 


Built c. 1870, the Italianate Mansard cottage at 390 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.6 ) evidently represents 
residential construction triggered by the construction of the first Allston Depot. From the 1870s until c.1910, this 
house was owned by John English. By 1916, it was owned by Phares E. Dukeshire, variety store owner. By 1925, it 
was part of the extensive land holdings of W.R. Chester. In 1950, Frank Chiasserini owned this property. 


Still extant at "Cambridge Crossing" to provide physical evidence of the post-depot era is the node of Late Victorian 
commercial blocks at the north west corner of Cambridge and Franklin streets including: the red brick, Queen Anne 
Chester Block at 379-387 Cambridge Street , the Queen Anne Longfellow Block at 4-8 Franklin Street 
(see photo, Fig. ) and the 1890 Queen Anne-Mansard Allston Hall Building at 12 Franklin Street (see 
photo, Fig. _). 


The Chester Block at 381-387 Cambridge Street (see photo, Fig.1 ), was built between 1875 and 1885 
for developer W.R. Chester. This brick Queen Anne commercial block is of major historical significance as a rare 
example of Franz Joseph Untersee's commercial/residential work. (continued) 
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Untersee (1858-1927) a specialist in the design of Roman Catholic churches, was born and educated at Glarus, 
Switzerland. After receiving a degree in Architecture from Stuttgart University, he served as the assistant to the City 
Architect of Bern, Switzerland. In 1882 Untersee immigrated to America, establishing a residence in Brookline and an 
office in Boston. He designed many Roman Catholic Churches in New England and New York, favoring the 
Romanesque style in his designs. He was responsible for Church of St. Lawrence in Brookline, St. Anthony's of 
Padua Church, Allston (1894), St. Patrick's Church, East Jaffrey, N.H. and St. Patrick's at Hampton Beach, New 
Hampshire.He also designed towers for Mission Church, Roxbury and St. Columbkille's, Brighton. His last work 
was the Mission Church High School, Roxbury, MA. During the late 19th and early 20th century, the Chester Block 
housed Staples and Towse Apothecaries and Holman's Dry Good Store. By the 1940s and 50s, this block's 
commercial concerns included the Royal Cafe, William B. Fitzgerald, tailor, Handi Sales Co., and the Allston News 
Co and Aetna Electric Co and Wesley W. Gould, plumbers 


The Longfellow Building at 4-8 Franklin Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) was owned during the late 19th 
century by the great Cambridge poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Late 19th century Brighton Atlases reveal that 
Longfellow owned numerous parcels in Allston . In 1890 he sold a large tract at Soldiers Field, North Allston to 
s{arvard University for development as an athletic facility. The Allston Hall Block at 10-12 Franklin Street 

@:... photo, Fig.3 )was built in 1890 for Allston book publisher and real estate magnate Samuel Hano. (see Hano 
Street area form). During the early 20th century, it contained the real estate offices of Taft and Waite. 


Very few Harvard Avenue buildings predate the 1910-1930 period of intensive commercial development. Still extant 
to provide a glimpse of the sleepy days of the village at Allston Depot is the c. 1880 Allston Methodist Church at 
64 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 ). Evidently the prominent meatpacker Gustavus Franklin Smith 
worshipped at this church as there is a large stained glass window donated by the Swift family on the second floor of 
the church.The yellow brick, Georgian Revival Harvard Avenue Fire Station was constructed at 10 Harvard 
Avenue (see photo, Fig.3 ) from designs provided by H.H. Steward. Built between 1899 and 1909, Fire 
Engine No. 40 replaced an earlier wooden fire house. 


Public transportation improvements in the form of electric street railways during the late 19th and early 20th century 
encouraged the breaking up of handsome estates that lined Harvard Avenue, particularly the segment south of 
Brighton Avenue. Among the noteworthy early commercial blocks built between 1910 and 1920, include the 
Prindiville Building at 143-155 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig 12 ). Designed by South Framingham 
builder J.J. Prindiville, contractor for the Commonwealth Armory (1914-1915), this Tudoresque commercial block 
housed offices as well as stores. During the 1920s and '30s, this building was an important focus for local politics, 
housing the headquarters of the Ward 21 Republican Club. Among the commercial tenants quartered in this building 
during the early 1930s were Beba's Beauty Salon, Allston Letter Shop, W.B. Whaley Smith Oil Burners and George 
T. Busset, photography. Professional offices were located on the second floor, including: William J. Kenefica, 
dentist, Allston Dental Laboratory, Citizens Finance Corps , loans, and the law firm of James L. Dunn.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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@ i assacuuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Harvard Avenue Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Avenue Area, continued 


The Tapestry Brick commercial block at 132-138 Brighton Avenue (see photo, Fig.13  ) was built c. 
1910-1915 for hotel owner E. Willard Frost. A glance at the list of tenants in 1930 includes a bank, beauty shop and 
other commercial concerns while the offices of doctors, dentists and lawyers were located on the upper floors. Also 
noteworthy is the A.J. Carpenter designed Craftsman Style block at 51-63 Harvard Avenue (see _ photo, 
Fig.10 ) which was built in 1913. 


The last major commercial building to be erected on Harvard Avenue was the Gordon Building at 145-179 
Harvard Avenue. (see photo, Fig.15_ ). In many respects this was the most architecturally sophisticated 
commercial block of the entire avenue. Interestingly, it was designed by apartment building specialists Silverman, 
Brown and Heenan . Designed in the Georgian Revival style, its second floor originally housed the Allston Branch of 
the Boston Public Library. 


A variety of commercial concerns were located on the ground floor of this building during the early 1930s, including 
clothing stores, billiard hall, cigar store and an electrical supply company. More specifically, the Gordon Building's 
tenants in 1930 encompassed: Howorth-Snyder Department Store at 149, Allston Fashion Shop at 153, Mrs. Isaac 
Weston, Milliner at 155, Friends Bakery at 157, and the Period Furniture Co. at 159. 161, the address of 

6 usinesses occupying the second floor, included: the Boston Public Library, George Cross Photography, John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Co, Sam A. Myerson, dentist, Edward J. Rotenberg, dentist, Ernest A. Knight, 
billiards, and Stadium Cigar Store Manufacturers. Richard's Gown Shop is listed at 163, The Great A&P Tea Co. at 
165, Newton's Shoe Shop at 169, Shawmut National Bank at 171, Union Electrical Supply Co. at 173 and The 
Home Beautiful Shop at 175. 


Constructed in 1916 by contractor Charles A. Dodge, 192-194 Harvard Avenue (see photo, Fig.16 ) or the 
Walton Block, standson land owned by Edward D.Packard during the early 1900s. Packard was a member of the 
prominent Brighton Avenue livery stable owners whose name is still associated with the intersection known as 
Packard's Corner at Brighton and Commonwealth avenues. In 1930, First National Stores Inc. and Brenners Flower 
Shop are listed at this address. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community - Property Address 
80 Boylston Street 
Q Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


on ~ Of. arvard Avenu 


Area FormNo 


Pace ebiabhen, 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


~D 


Check all that apply: 


OO Individually eligible © Eligible only in a historic district 
OO) Contributing to a potential historic district J Potential historic district 


coriteria see eee ee eee) Coe a DD 
Criteria Considerations: ) A RE 1 Sie SOON CG th tk DA BN Dk Od fal Ss ead 


Statement of Significance by___ Edward W-. Gordon 


&) The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Harvard Avenue Area 


Qualifies as a linear, primarily retail area of one- and two -story commercial blocks dating from 
the World War I era. During the 1910s and 1920s Harvard Avenue experienced a dramatic change 
to its visual appearance. Once a thoroughfare lined with large houses on ample lots dotted with 
stables and other out buildings, Harvard Avenue became a prosperous commercial artery lined 
with Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Tapestry Brick and Craftman Style commercial 
buildings.This area has significant historical associations with the Jewish, Irish and to a lesser 
. extent, Italian families who rented apartments in the residential quarters on either side of Harvard 
Avenue. The introduction of the electric street railway in 1909, triggered a commercial as well as 
residential building boom.Noteworthy early 20th- century commecial blocks in this area include the 
red brick, Tudor Revival Prindiville Building at 143 -155 Brighton Avenue and the mid - 
1920s Gordon Building at 149 175 Harvard Avenue, built to house stores and the Allston 
Branch of the Boston Public Library. The northern part of this area features a noteworthy cluster 
of late 19th century commercial buildings and the Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge-designed 
‘ Allston Depot at the intersection of Cambridge and Franklin Streets. The c. 1880 Chester 
Block at 379-381 Cambridge Street is a red brick, Queen Anne commercial and residential 
block which represents an example of the little known commercial work of Church architect Franz 
Joseph Untersee. This area also includes the c. 1880s Allston Methodist Church (now the Holy 
Ressurection Orthodox Church) at 62 Harvard Avenue, a modestly scale, stucco covered 
® Gothic Revival church with a fine collection of stained glass windows.This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
‘on, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 

buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 

numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 

side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
_ to continuation sheets. 


roll = S | 


@.. Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
ie 


Town Boston,Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Packard's Corner 


Commercial 


Present Use 5 


residential, ecclesiastical 





Construction Dates or Period c.1890-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations intact w/ excep.of 


prkng lots and mod. comm.bldgs. on Brightn Ave. 


Acreage_ dpp- [4 aceRes 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) January, 1996 


(See atached wap) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
en architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

me Packard's Corner area, for the purposes of this study is an irregularly -shaped area at the junction of 
Commonwealth and Brighton Avenues. (see map for boundaries). The historic crossroads, called Packard's Corner , 
is the location for several architecturally significant early- 20th- century commercial buildings. Packard's Corner also 
encompasses relatively early examples of apartment houses built c. 1900-1915. Brighton Avenue, and particularly 
Commonwealth Avenue are broad boulevards lined with masonry apartment buildings. Ranging in height from three 
to five stories many of these buildings speak to the early -20th- century rise in popularity of light hued brick, often 
used in combination with cast stone for first story surface treatments. The main facades of these apartments are 
enlivened by bowed and polygonal bays. Surface ornamentation is derived primarily from the Classical, 
Renaissance,Georgian, Neo Adamesque/Federal Revival styles. Occasionally the primacy of a Classically -derived 
ornamental architectural vocabulary is challenged by Tudor Gothic forms and details. 


Dominating the north side of Packard's Corner, the former Packard Motor Car Company at 1079-1089 
Commonwealth Avenue (see _ photo,Fig.1) (1909-1930), exerts a visually powerful, placemaking presence via 
the expanse of its 11-bay concrete facade.This facade is treated as a grid of Classisized vertical piers and horizontal 
bands of windows and apron panels. This massive, 4-story rectangular concrete structure extends northward for an 
entire block along Malvern Street to Gardener Street. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
The name ‘Paes Corner refers to Packard's Sales Stable and Riding School which was located in the vicinity of 
Commonwealth Avenue's intersection with Brighton Avenue from 1885-1920. The Packard name was perpetuated by 
the important early- 20th- century Boston businessman and political figure Alvan T. Fuller who built the Packard 

rh Car Company building at 1079-1089 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo,Fig.1) in several stages 
tween 1909 and 1930. This area has significant historical associations with Boston's early- 20th -century automobile 

industry--actually part of a larger "auto mile" of office buildings, show rooms and automobile -related businesses which 
stretched from Kenmore Square to Packard's Corner along Commonwealth Avenue. The Detroit-based architect Albert 
Kahn designed the Packard Motor Car Company Building constructed at 10079/1089 Commonwealth avenue between 
1909 and 1915. 


This area is also distinguished by the St. Luke's and St. Margaret's Episcopal Church complex at 

46 Brighton Street (see photos, Figs.14,15) which evolved between 1895 and 1913. Encompassing a 
Jacobethan half -timbered chapel and rectory designed by Francis R. Allen along with the 1913 Tudor Gothic church 
structure by Berry and Davidson, St Luke's is one of Allston-Brighton's little known gems. Finally the late 19th/early 
20th century single- and two- family housing along Chester, Reedsdale and Linden Streets represents a less ornate 
continuation of the slightly older, larger scaled housing of the Garden Street area, north of Brighton Avenue. 


As late as the 1880s, the Packard's Corner was sparsely populated, despite the fact that Brighton avenue (the Mill Dam) 
had been set out along the northern edge of this area as early as 1825. In fact, Harvard Avenue, located just one block 
to the west of this area, was part of the old Roxbury Highway, set out as early as 1638 , to connect (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1831 J.G. Hales; 1852 Sidney Map, 1866 Stockyards Map; Suffolk Co. Atlases:1875.1885; 
1897;1909;1916 and 1925. 
1930 Boston Directory. 
Marchione, William P., The Bull in the Garden 
Marchione, William P.:Uncommon Suburbs: Suburbanization At The Western Edge of Boston, 1820-1873 
eyers, Grace Whiting, "History of Saint Luke's Church in Allston" , 1934; Morrow, Baker H.; 
ma, Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen, The Jews of Boston(1995) 


Zaitzevsky, Cynthia, Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Parks System. 





Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 





INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


@  assacnuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Packard's Corner 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Packard's Corner Area, continued 
Cambridge with Boston, via the Great Bridge across the Charles River (1663). 


This lack of development in an area seemingly well-served by venerable transportation arteries had everything to do 
with the inhospitable terrain located between Brighton Avenue and the Brighton/Brookline border line. (Late- 19th- 
century Suffolk Co. Atlases indicate that most of this area was part of Brookline. In 1890, boundary adjustments 
favorable to Allston-Brighton were instituted during the setting out of Commonwealth Avenue, shifting the line a few 
yards to the south). Prior to small -scale filling operations and culvert construction during the1890's, Packard's 
Corner was traversed by several streams, most notably the Smelt Brook which flowed between the Charles River and 
a pond located on the south side of Commonwealth Avenue, in the vicinity of Naples Road. Smelt Brook or Smelt 
Inlet as it was sometimes called served as a natural boundary between Brighton and Brookline. A second pond and a 
cedar swamp (in the vicinity of Commonwealth and Harvard Avenues) made development all but impossible until the 
introduction of steam shovels, steam rollers and macademized roads during the second half of the 19th century. 


The oldest thoroughfare within the boundaries of the Packard's Corner study area is Brighton Avenue which was set 
out by 1825 as an extension of the road over the Mill Dam (Beacon Street). The Mill Dam's construction represents a 

roject of momentous importance within the annals of Boston history . Thrust across the Charles River Basin between 

814 and 1820 from Charles Street, Beacon Hill to Sewall's Point , Brookline (present day Kenmore Square) this 
dam was intersected by a perpendicular dam following the path of present day Massachusetts Avenue .The milling 
operations bordering the two causeway-enclosed basins soon proved to be a dismal failure but the highway atop the 
east-west causeway, later Beacon Street, provided a more direct route to Brookline and Brighton, opening these 
towns to new commercial and residential development possibilities. Due to the Mill Dam's construction, Brookline 
began to develop as an elite suburban area during the 1830s and '40s.Whereas in Brighton, despite the Mill Dam 
extension road offering more direct access to Boston , the presence of the famed Cattle Market acted as deterrents to 
the development of suburban enclaves for the well-to -do commuter. Sidney's "City and Vicinity of Boston" map of 
1852 shows only two houses bordering the south side of Brighton Avenue between Harvard Avenue and Brookline. 
The Mill Dam extension road consisted of three segments: the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Kenmore 
Square and Brighton Avenue, Brighton Avenue between Packard's Corner and Union Square and the segment 
presently called North Beacon Street between Union Square and the bridge to Watertown. During the 1840s,the 
Gardener Street area north of Brighton Avenue was set out with a modified grid street system adjacent to the Boston 
and Worcester Railroad which had been set out in 1832-34. 


Residential and commercial development south of Brighton Avenue , east of Harvard Avenue did not begin until the 
completion of Commonwealth Avenue in 1893 and even at that, the recession of the mid 1890's precluded significant 
housing starts until after the turn of the century. Nevertheless, the 1884 Olmsted plan for Commonwealth Avenue 
along with its early 1890s construction, marked the real beginnings of Packard's Corner as an important focus for 
commercial activity and apartment house construction in eastern Allston -Brighton. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


The 4-story, Georgian Revival Lindale Apartments at 100 Linden Avenue (see photo, Fig.16) are 
essentially triangular in form, the apex of this triangle exhibits a pair of distinctive bowed bays whose windows 
overlook the intersection of Linden Avenue and Reedsdale Street. The bow fronts flank an entrance with an ornate 
surround.Between the second and third floor double windows of the entrance bay is a plaque reading "The Lindale" in 
incised lettering.The side walls have a depth of 16-bays. In general, windows contain 1/1 wood sash and exhibit 
splaid key stone lintels. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Historical Narrative-Packard's Corner Area, continued 


Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) was the founder of the profession of landscape architecture in North America. 
Born in Connecticut, Olmsted is perhaps best known (together with Calvert Vaux) for his planning of Central Park in 
New York City during the 1850s. Other highlights of Olmsted's career included Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New 
York; the campus of Stanford University in Palo Alto, California; and Boston's Emerald Necklace park system. 


Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton represents a major Boston development project of the 1880s and 1890s. 
Backed by six Boston businessmen, including Isaac Pratt, Ebenezer Francis and Charles Francis Adams Jr.,this group 
proposed to build a 200 foot-wide roadway with a central park and bridal path, flanked by macadamized driveways. 
Originally called "Massachusetts Avenue", the segment of Commonwealth Avenue, within Brighton, extends from 
Brighton Avenue near the Brookline line to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir where it was linked to Beacon Street , 
Brookline, thus completing the "Chestnut Hill Circuit" . This circuit, in turn, was connected to the Fens segment of 
Boston's Emerald Necklace park system by Audubon Road. Neither Commonwealth Avenue nor Beacon Street was a 
parkway in Olmsted's sense, since commercial traffic was permitted along with pleasure vehicles. Brookline's Beacon 
Street was developed during the mid 1880s before the Commonwealth Avenue section of the "circuit" was completed 
in Brighton. Encouraged by the brisk and profitable land sales along Beacon Street, Commonwealth Avenue backers 
nd real estate magnates such as Ebenezer Francis and Charles Francis Adams Jr. offered the city free land for this 

oo... construction, but the city was slow to initiate the project. By the time of Commonwealth Avenue's 
completion in 1893, the economy had suffered a sharp downturn resulting in little in the way of land sales and house 
construction . Indeed, the planting of trees along this thoroughfare was deferred until well after the turn -of -the- 
century. Before turning to Packard's Corners post -1900 development mention should be made of several principal 
investors in the Commonwealth Avenue’ project. 


Charles Francis Adams Jr., one of the leading backers of Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton, owned a fair amount 
of land in the Packard's Corner area, including a large tract on the south side of the Avenue between Brighton and 
Harvard Avenues. Born in Boston in 1835, he was the great- grandson and grandson of John Adams and John 
Quincy Adams, first and second presidents of the United States. Charles Francis Adams Jr. served in the Union army 
during the Civil War as a brevet brigadier general of volunteers. In 1869, he was appointed a member of the board of 
railroad commissioners-a position which lead to his election in 1884 as President of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


Ebenezer Francis had extensive land holdings in Brookline and Brighton. He was evidently related to the Ebenezer 
Francis who was an important banker in Boston during the Federal Period. Francis Street, in the Fenway section of 
Boston was named in honor of this family. 


Isaac Pratt Jr. was a wealthy iron manufacturer and Boston commuter whose house was located at the northeastern 
corner of Brighton and Harvard Avenues. He was described by Brighton historian J.P. C. Winship in Historical 
Brighton as " a large capitalist" and "a very clear headed businessman". He also served as the Boston-based Atlantic 
National Bank. Assuming a leadership position as a community activist during the 1850s, Pratt took on the powerful 
Cattle Market interests, complaining of unsanitary practices within Brighton slaughter houses.(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


whose utilitarian characteristics have been tempered by Classical Revival elements.Although its main facade has been 
altered by modern commercial signage and a recessed porch on the second floor of the center five bays, this early 
Automobile Age structure still retains the appearance of a concrete industrial structure 

treatments.Atlases and images of the Packard Building on the company's letterhead suggest a plant that evolved in 
three stages (although it is unclear if Kahn was involved in all three building campaigns). Between 1909 and 1916 the 
rectangular wooden structure labeled "garage" in 1909 was replaced by a long rectangular concrete structure (the 
present 1079 Commonwealth Avenue) . Between 1916 and 1925, the Packard plant evolved into a U-shaped, 4-story 
concrete structure with a deeply recessed, treed court yard. Company letterhead displaying images of the the Packard 
Plant verifies that the central court yard was infilled between 1929 and 1935. The earlier U-shaped structure with its 
deep court yard was transformed into a rectangular building with an 11-bay main facade. This facade, although altered 
by modern commercial treatments and signage still dominates the north side of the Brighton /Commonwealth Avenues 
intersection. 


Adjacent to the Packard Building on the east, at 1065-1075 Commonwealth Avenue (Fig.2) isa one -story, 
c. 1920s Art Deco concrete and brick structure built to house an automobile dealership. During the Fall of 1995, the 
Star Market Company completed a fine renovation of this building, preserving its stylized, streamlined Art Deco piers, 

@enter entrance bay , lintels and cornice.The main facade's six bays are divided by piers which culminate in stepped, 
pinnacle like forms which are typical of Deco surface treatments.Like the Packard Building, this structure extends 
deeply back to Gardener Street. 


The only commercial building on the south side of Commonwealth Avenue at Packard's Corner is the one-strory, 
Frederick A. Norcross-designed and Max Stassel-developed 1092-1104 Commonwealth Avenue (Fig.3) (c. 
1910-1915) . Situated directly on the great bend formed by the old Mill Dam extension road and Olmsted -designed 
segments of Commonwealth Avenue, its storefronts are enframed with black marble ornamental panels and lively 
Tapestry brick surface treatments. 


The group of one- and two -story commercial buildings at the apex of the triangular block, delineated by St. Luke's 
Road, and Brighton and Commonwealth Avenues; several housed stores selling motor vehicle- related products. The 
2-story Tapestry brick building numbered 1103-1115 Commonwealth Avenue and 4-18 Brighton Avenue 
(Figs.4: Commonwealth Avenue facade) was developed by William H. Burger between 1910-1915. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Description, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


On each side, six storefront bays are set off by Tapestry Brick piers and apron panels with decorative brick patterning. 
The apartment complex at 1117-1123 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.5) (c. 1910-1915), has 
lavishly ornamented storefronts. Exhibiting front doors set within a handsome enframement of fluted Ionic columns 
and pilasters,this one-story commercial building's four stores are surmounted by an elaborate white terra cotta parapet 
incorporating engaged collonettes, bold scroll brackets and an heraldic shield at the center. Stylistically, this 
commercial building might be classified as Spanish Baroque or Spanish Colonial Revival. 


20-32 Brighton Avenue's (see photo, Fig.6 ) is a two story, rectangular commercial block . This brick, 
concrete and cast stone building's storefronts feature seven large, transom - surmounted display windowsseparated 
by rusticated cast stone piers. This building culminates in a low, stepped brick parapet with ornamental square and 
rectangular cast stone panels. 


The Frederick Law Olmsted -designed segment of Commonwealth Avenue begins its long incline up to 
the Chestnut Hill Reservoir at Packard's Corner. Although Olmsted's landscape design for Commonwealth Avenue 
has been modified, this impressive boulevard deserves to be protected from adverse alterations for its entire 
Qeostcc tres originally planned the segment of Commonwealth Avenue, between Brighton Avenue and Warren 
treet, as three drives interspersed with two narrow parks between Brighton Avenue and Warren Street. These green 
spaces were formally planted with Elms which have succumbed to the Dutch Elm blight. In 1909, the electric streetcar 
tracks were set out over the northern park strip, thus compromising Olmsted's vision for this stretch of the avenue. 


Between Fuller Avenue and Thorndike Street, on the south side of Commonwealth Avenue, stand three groups of 
four- story Classical Revival apartment buildings including1114-1120; 1122-1126 and 1128-1132 
Commonwealth Avenue). To the west of Thorndike Street, the Classical Revival 1140-1156 

Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.7) is a five -story apartment complex which exhibits entrances 
elegantly enframmed by paired and fluted Corinthian columns. Cast stone covers the walls of the first and second 
floors while the upper floors are faced with tan brick. Few Boston apartment building facades approach the 50-bays of 
this complex's main elevation. 


On the north side of Commonwealth Avenue the exception to the rule of lighter hued brick is to be found at the 
Bernard Steuer -developed 1165-1177 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.8 ) (c. 1910-1915). Rising 
four stories in height, these Classical /Georgian Revival , polygonal bayed apartments exhibit cast stone surface 
treatments on the first floor and red brick on the upper floors, culminating in well molded copper cornices. Also 
noteworthy are the apartments numbered 1185-1197 Commonwealth Avenue (Fig. 9) (c.1917-1924), 
between Chester and Reedsdale Streets. Constructed of cast stone and tan brick, the polygonal bays of this group of 
four, five -story buildings enliven the streetscape with a rhythmic repetition of projecting forms. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


The section of Brighton Avenue located within Packard's Corner, although impressive in terms of width, lacks 
the cohesiveness of Commonwealth avenue's architecturally significant buildings, suffering from the presence of 
parking lots on its north side and undistinguished commercial buildings on its south side between Chester Street and 
Linden Avenue. Nevertheless, some of the earliest apartment housing within this study area is still extant along the 
north side of Brighton Avenue. For example , the three-story bow front 19-25 (Fig.10 ) and polygonal bayed 
57-59 (Fig.11 ) and 61-67 (Fig.12 ),were built during the early 1900s, adopt a row house form and scale. 
Particularly noteworthy is 57/59 Brighton Avenue's bowed brick facades trimmed with smooth and rusticated 
granite. 


Built c. 1910-1920, the Georgian Revival 56-64 Brighton Avenue's (see photo, Fig.13 ) is a4.5 story 
E-shaped apartment with two recessed rear court yards. Constructed of yellow brick, it measures 20-bays in width and 
is 13-bays deep. Four narrow polygonal bays appear at the corners of this building while two bays project from the 
center of the main facade. This building culminates in a castelated parapet. 


St. Luke's and St. Margaret's Episcopal Church at 46 Brighton Avenue/7 Luke's Road (see 
whotos, Figs.14 and 15 ) is asmall complex of three buildings --Church, Chapel/Parish House and 

.ectory--ranged around a landscaped court yard. Built in 1913 , St. Luke's Episcopal Church, possesses a modified 
Latin cross plan.. Designed the Tudor Gothic style, it is constructed of tan brick. It stands with its narrow, buttressed 
end wall adjacent to St. Luke's Road. Its main entrance is sheltered by a projecting and open wooden porch which 
projects from the northeast corner of the nave's one -story northern aisle . Above the nave's north and south aisle 
enclosure's are half timbered clerestories. A secondary entrance is situated within a pointed arch at the north transit. 
The ground floor walls are pierced by narrow and deep, square headed windows set within rock -faced label lintels. 
Forming the western wall of a landscaped court yard is a Parish Hall, originally built as a chapel in 1895. This chapel 
originally overlooked a lawn and Brighton Avenue. Its original main entrance, now obliterated by the later church, 
projected from a narrow gable and was characterized by a rustic, English Medieval appearance complete with half 
timbered gable, steeply pitched roof, wide and splaid barge boards and double doors set within a broad pointed arch. 
Its three bay side walls exhibit a high rubblestone basement, half timbered walls, windows set high on the walls with 
diamond shaped panes pointed arch enframements surmounted by king post-accented gables. No longer extant is the 
low wood shingle covered steeple with a louvered effect at its octagonal base. Enclosing the court yard on the south 
side is St. Luke's Rectory, also dating from 1895 . Essentially rectangular in form , it exhibits half-timbered surface 
treatments identical to those of the chapel(the first floor is clad with clapboards). Its clipped gable's north slope 
sweeps from the roof ridge over a side porch supported by square posts and broad pointed arches. St. Luke's overall 
design is one of great charm and is one of Allston -Brighton 's architectural treasures that deserves to be better 
known. For a relatively small structure, St. Luke's possesses a splendid collection of stained glass windows including 
the north window by Louis Comfort Tiffany and a dozen or so windows by Connick, the important early 20th 
century stained glass artist who had a studio in the Saint Botolph Street section of Boston and often worked with the 
great American Gothicist Ralph Adams Cram. ). (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


Intensive development in the Packard's Corner area began after 1909 with the introduction of electric trolley service to 
Commonwealth Avenue. As early as 1885, John D. Packard and his sons Albion and Herman started a successful 
sales stable and riding school on a site to the west of the Packard Building on Brighton Avenue. Between 1885 and 
1920, this equine-oriented enterprise sold more than 250,000 thoroughbred saddle horses. The John D. Packard and 
Sons Company encompassed at least two wooden structures and an open-air ring where pupils took riding lessons on 
Shetland ponies. Additionally, the Victoria Stables, a C-shaped complex of three large wooden stables was located 
behind a house at what is now 50 Brighton Avenue. The Victoria Stables were owned by an H.P. Kendrick during the 
1870s/80s and Arthur Trimmins during the 1890s and early 1900s, going out of business by 1909.The Packard 
Stables persisted until as late as 1920. By that time the automobile industry, with its auto company offices, show 
rooms and shops selling automotive-related projects had become synonymous with the segment of Commonwealth 
Avenue between Kenmore Square and Packard's Corner . Indeed marking the eastern and western ends of the "Mill 
Dam extension road cum "auto mile" were the impressive offices and show rooms of the Peerless Motor Car Company 
(built 1910-1911) at Kenmore Square and Alvan T. Fuller's Packard Motor Car Company at Packard's Corner 
(1909-1915). Fuller evidently recognized that the Packard name was synonymous with the Brighton 
Avenue/Commonwealth Avenue intersection, wisely choosing to perpetuate the Packard name as a means of helping 
sustomers to geographically locate his company. 


Born February 27, 1878, Alvan Tufts Fuller "was one of the first men in Boston, if not New England, to visualize 
the arrival of the motor vehicle age". He was successively and successfully a state legislator (1914-1917), member of 
Congress (1917-19120), lieutenant governor of Massachusetts (1920-24) and governor of the Commonwealth 
(1924-1928). Fuller organized and became the owner of the Packard Motor Car Company at about the time he married 
Viola Davenport of Medford, MA in 1910. By the time he was elected governor of Massachusetts in 1924, Alvan T. 
Fuller was already a leading figure in the American automobile world. Fuller hired Detroit based industrial architect 
Albert Kahn to design his automobile company building at 1079-1089 Commonwealth Avenue (1909-1912) 
(see photo, Fig.1 ). 


Albert Kahn (1869-1942) was an internationally -famed industrial architect who for many years was the leading 
designer of automobile plants in the United States. Born in Rhauen, Westphalia, Germany , he immigrated to the U.S. 
while still a youth and recieved drawing lessons from the sculptor Julius Melchers and practical experience in 
architecture from the Detroit firm of George Mason. In 1892 he entered into a practice with George Nettleton and 
Alexander Trowbridge. It was Kahn who pioneered the concept of the "all -under -one- roof" type of automobile 
manufacturing building as well as the "all -on- one- floor building" type. Kahn designed over 1,000 buildings for the 
Ford Motor Car Company, alone. Such was Kahn's fame that word of his innovative work spread to Europe. In 
1928, he was invited by the Soviet government to assist in the transformation of Russia from an agricultural to an 
industrial society. Along with the American businessman Armand Hammer, he was one of the few westerners trusted 
by the Soviets, building over 500 factories in Russia and trained 4,000 Soviet engineers in industrial operations. 
During World War II, Kahn designed the majority of U.S. Army Air Fields and naval bases, including those at 
Midway Island, Honolulu and Alaska. Kahn's major work is located in Detroit, including the Fisher Building, 
General Motors Building and the Burroughs Automobile Plant. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Packard's Corner Area, continued 


According to Henry Withy in Dictionary of American Architects, the Packard Company building has the distinction of 
being the first automobile factory designed by Albert Kahn. Its original plans are. said to date to 1903 but Suffolk 
County atlases suggest a construction date of c. 1909-1915. Kahn, in his design of the Packard building, "deviated 
from traditional design to use a reinforced concrete frame and steel sash, introducing anew form of industrial 
architecture which combined beauty with utility”. 


The Packard Building was built on land that had been part of the Edward D. Sohier (c.1870-1890) and Gordon 
Dexter (1890-1905) estates. The Sidney Map seems to indicated that a family named Russell occupied a house on this 
site as early as 1852. Edward D. Sohier was a partner in the law firm of Sohier and Welch, 9 Tremont Street, with a 
summer home at Nahant. Further research is needed to determine the occupation of Gordon Dexter. The Sohier- 
Dexter house was constructed of brick, set back from Commonwealth Avenue, its land encompassing blocks on both 
sides of Gardener Street. 


The Packard Building was by no means the only structure at Packards corner associated with the automobile trade. 
The recently renovated (for Star Market) Art Deco building at 1075 Commonwealth Avenue _ (see photo, 
Fig.17) is listed in the 1930 Boston Directory as the headquarters of the Graham Paige Company of New England 

@ s.u10s. Further research may reveal that the c. 1920-1925 one-story commercial building with Neo Adamesque cast 
stone detail at 1-7 Brighton Avenue was built to house four stores; it was later converted into a car dealership. 
The c. 1920-1925 one story Tapestry brick commercial building at 4- 16 Brighton Avenue and 1103-1115 
Commonwealth Avenue (Fig.18 _), with its curved main facade facing the Brighton/Commonwealth crossroads, 
contained auto-related enterprises by at least 1930.In that year, Segal's Auto Body Repair Shop occupied 16 
Brighton Avenue, Timken Roller Bearing Sales Co. was housed in 1107 Commonwealth Avenue and 
Repossessed Ford Sales Co. Autos was based in 1113 Commonwealth Avenue. For the record, the 
remaining storefronts in this commercial structure included:The Print Shop on the Avenue and Kissel Service(4 and 6 
Brighton Avenue, respectively). On the side of this building bordering Commonwealth Avenue, this building's 
businesses included : Hayes/Bickford Lunch (1103), Carbide and Carbon Chemical Corp (1105),and the Stewart 
Warner Sales Co.(1111). 


Motor vehicle-related businesses were located in the one- story block numbered 18-32 Brighton Avenue (see 
photo, Fig.19). Built between 1917-1924 to contain 12 stores and a large garage bordering St. Luke's Road, this 
building, by 1930, contained Duco Inc. Paints (18), United Garage (2 2), Raybestos Service (2 6), Acme Auto Top 
Co. (28) and T. Diamond Truck Sales Co. (3 2).The one-story Tapestry brick commercial building at 1143-1153 
Commonwealth Avenue was built between 1910-1915 for an A.D. Babbitt. By 1930, the following enterprises 
were located here: Mitchell's Market (1143), Belmont Pharmacy (1145), Joseph Pan's Tailor Shop (1147), Louis 
Lipper's Deli (1149), American Surfacing Machine Co. (1151) and First National Stores Inc. (1153). 


The story of apartment building development is another significant aspect of Packard's Corner's evolution , 
particularly as it relates to the construction of this housing type along Commonwealth Avenue. While architecturally, 
the great expanses of masonry apartment facades bordering the curving path of Commonwealth Avenue are of interest 
from an aesthetic point few, historically these multi -unit buildings serve as reminders of the impact of early -20th 
-century electric streetcar service on the area after 1909. (continued) 
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Boston Directories provide clues as to the occupations and ethnic backgrounds of apartment dwellers during the 
second quarter of the 20th century. Many of the names of these apartment residents provide evidence of the rise of 
sizable Jewish and Irish populations in Allston Brighton during the period of 1910-1930. 


As early as the 1890s, a small community of mostly immigrant Jews settled in North Brighton, attracted to that locality 
by the kosher meat business at the Brighton Abattoir. Brighton historian William Marchione notes that "the Jews who 
moved into the Commonwealth Avenue section in the 1910 to 1930 period, however, were not immigrants but their 
affluent, often well-educated sons and daughters. Jewish investors played a major part in the development of the area; 
in 1925 they owned about half the buildings on Commonwealth Avenue." By 1930, Allston Brighton's Jewish 
population stood at about 15 percent of the total population of the Commonwealth Avenue section. A glance at the 
names of Packard's Corner property owners on the 1916 and 1925 Brighton Atlases together with a sampling of the 
names of apartment dwellers listed in the 1930 Boston Directory corroborates Marchione's observations about the 
population of this area . 


1165-1177 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, fig.8), for example, was built in 1909, the year the electric 

olley was introduced to Commonwealth Avenue. It was originally owned by Bernard Steuer who had extensive real 
Bi: ::: holdings in Allston-Brighton . In March 1917, members of the recently organized Congregation Kehillath Israel 
met in Steuer's home at Chester Street, Allston to plan the construction of the temple that now stands at 384 Harvard 
Street in Brookline. (Bernard Steuer's house at 67 Chester Street in the Gardener Street area represents one of the 
most ornate Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses in Allston-Brighton, a fitting show place for a leading real estate 
magnate). The 1930 Boston Directory lists the following residents at 1165-1177 Commonwealth Ave: Agnes A. 
Aubin; Robert N. Thomas; Mrs Elizabeth M. Parsely, Frances C. Barkley; Millard F. Spear, riding master;George I. 
Pierce, riding master; Lovis Sheinwold; Joseph E. Wolf , Jos. E. Wolf Tag Co.; Michael G. Roitman of Roitman's 
Pharmacy, 1285 Tremont St., Roxbury, Clarence H. Cogswell, Horace S. Haley, division manager, Richard J. 
Barry, salesman, Erving E. Stevens, salesman; Harry Wagner, salesman, Stephen H. Taylor, clerk, Simon Rogers, 
clothing, and Levi F. Edwards, manager. 





A sampling of resident names listed in the 33 -unit Columbia Apartments at 50 Brighton Avenue (1910-1915) 
in the 1930 Boston Directory reveals a mixed population of English/ Yankee, Irish and Jewish inhabitants, including: 
Nathan Statten, mail carrier, Edward Sherwin, Herman Van Ormer, boiler inspector, Amos A. Mc Donald, Jacob 
Myerson, druggist sundries, Andrew Bedford, auto mechanic, Charles P. Lowell, sales manager and Florence H. 
Rubencamp, cashier. 


The Lincoln Chambers Apartments at 56-64 Brighton Avenue (see photo, Fig.13 ) date from 1912. 
Occupants of the 12 unit56 Brighton Avenue in 1930 included Earl D. Stevens, tester, Stewart W. Wepley, 
Carmon L. Keddy, Ramond C. Hadley, Samuel Abbott, painter, Allen G. Rubin and Steven Snell, a steward at the 
Parker House Hotel. Among the occupants of the 20-unit 60 Brighton Avenue in 1930 were Walter H. Dunning, 
Daniel Mc Carthy, E.T. Mandeville, James J. Barry, Herbert W. Ringer, Aubrey L Marriner, Samuel A. Fuller, real 
estate and George Frederickson, jewelry engraver. The 12 unit64 Brighton Avenue's roster of 1930 residents 
included Stanford C. Wing, Andrew W. Duncan, "police Division 2", Edward C. Fitzwilliam, mail clerk, Harry 
es." Harry J. Morris, William D. Fuller; Frederick S. Billings, salesman and Earle Fuller, chauffer. (continued) 
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Similarly the 3-unit apartments at 79-87 Brighton Avenue (1916) , according to the1930 Boston Directory, 
housed residents engaged in a diversity of blue and white collar occupations. 79 Brighton Avenue's tenants 
included Harvey W. Robinson, real estate; William A. Hoyt, clerk, 5th floor, Customs House"; Edwin C. Morton, 
Superintendent of an office building at 346 State Street, Boston; 81 Brighton Avenue housed "The Yellow Canary 
Shop; Mrs. Flora B. Boynton and Clarence Weed, engineer on the Boston and Albany Railroad. 83. Brighton 
Avenue's tenants included: Nathan H. Robinson, salesman, Hattie Robinson, dressmaker, Carrie W. Tidd and 
Frank E. Newton. Ensconsed in 85 Brighton Avenue were Richard G. Warren , clerk, Florence H. Morton and 
Raymond Haskins, garageman. 87 Brighton Avenue's residents included: Joseph F. Dever, leather worker,John 
A. Mc Call and Austin J. Mc Adam. 


The Hildana Apartments (1910-1915) at 1139-1141 Commonwealth Avenue(see photo, Fig.20 _), 
corner of St. Luke's Road, were originally owned by the prominent Newton-based Boston area landlord Loren D. 
Towle. Built on land owned by Ebenezer Francis during the 1870s and 80s, Charles V. Cotting during the 1890s and 
Charles Frances Adams 2nd during the early -1900s, 1139 contains 8-units and 1141 contains 7-units. According to 
the 1930 Boston Directory, #1139's residents included: Samuel H. Spring, secretary; James J. Carr; Bertram F. 
Allen; Mrs Maude E. Brennan, John F. Goode; "treasurer, Ice Berg Sales Co."; and salesmen Howard J. Ayers and 
€. ictor H. Redman.In 1930, 1141's tenants included: James Byrne, superintendent; Mrs. Mary J. Hannon; Frank 
Shores, porter; Mrs. L.M. Federhen; Mrs. J.A. Richardson, Berta M. Pettis, Joseph H. Donahue and Roy J. Carey. 






Before turning to the architects represented within Packard's Corner , mention should be made of the development 
history of the cross streets in the area bounded by Commonwealth , Harvard and Brighton 

Avenues. Moving from east to west, St. Luke's Road started out as a cul de sac during the mid 1890s, going no 
further than the front door of St. Luke's Rectory ,now 7 St. Luke's Road. It is shown as a proposed street on the 
1897 Atlas . It was straightened and cut through to Commonwealth Avenue in 1913. During the 1870's and 1880s, 
the block between Fordham Road and Chester Street was owned by H.P. Kenrick whose T-shaped house stood at 
what is now 48 Brighton Avenue. Behind the Kenrick house was a pond ,two streams and a C-shaped complex of 
stables that would be called the Victoria Stables by the 1890s (under the ownership of an Arthur Trimmins). Named 
for Allston-Brighton developer W.R. Chester, Chester Street, had been extant on the north side of Brighton 
Avenue since the mid 19th century. On the south side of this thoroughfare, Chester Street was nonexistent until as late 
as 1909, finally being set out between 1910-1915. Reedsdale Street and Linden Avenue (south of Brighton 
Avenue) were set out during the 1880s, having been part of a large undeveloped tract labeled "Mackintosh" on the 
1875 Brighton Atlas. Further research is needed on the attractive single -and two-family Queen Anne residences that 
border Reedsdale Street and Linden Avenue, between Commonwealth and Brighton Avenues.(see architectural 
description, Packards Corner). 


In addition to nationally prominent architect Albert Kahn, Packard's Corner encompasses the work of several 
noteworthy and prolific Boston architects. In addition to the Packard Motor Car Company's Albert Kahn, Francis A. 


Allen,Frederick A. Norcross, Gay and Proctor,L.P. Mc Carron, Silverberg Engineering, A.J. Carpenter Jr. and 
others were designing buildings in eastern Allston.-Brighton. (continued) 
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By far the most architecturally- distinguished, non- residential complex at Packard's Corner is St. Luke's and St. 
Margaret's Episcopal Church, Chapel and Rectory at7 St. Luke's Road/46 Brighton Avenue. The 
rectory ( see photo, Fig. 14) andchapel were built from designs provided by Francis A. Allen in 1895 while the 
church , built in 1913, represents the work of Berry and Davidson. St. Luke's Episcopal Church (see photo, 
Fig. _) represents a "spin-off" from St. Margaret's Episcopal Church (no longer extant) which stood at the 
northwest corner of Eastburn and Washington Streets. Founded in 1892 at a meeting held in Union Hall, Allston, St. 
Luke's organization received the support of Phillips Brooks, the Bishop of the Diocese of Massachusetts. In the 
History of Saint Luke's Church dated 1934, Grace Whiting Myers noted that "the unusual thing about the parish 
which interested Bishop Brooks was that it was founded by young people, the majority of the vestry being in their 
twenties." The rectory and chapel represent the work of Francis A. Allen (1843-1931). Mr. Allen was a graduate of 
Amherst College and studied architecture at M.I.T. from 1876-1878. He followed the well -worn path of young 
Boston architects of the 1860s who made a pilgrimage to Paris to continue their architectural studies; Allen enrolled 
at the the Atelier Vaudremer in 1878-1879. Back in Boston, he formed the firm of Allen and Kenway with Arthur 
Kenway, dissolving this partnership to establish his own practice in 1890. From 1904 until the mid 1920s, Francis A. 
Allen, partner in Allen and Collens, received national recognition for designs of institutional buildings. This firm was 
esponsible for the design of Teacher's College, Columbia University (1904), Lindsay Memorial Chapel at the 
p2mmanuel Church, Newbury Street, Boston and New York City's Riverside Church, completed for John D. 
Rockefeller in 1929. 





St. Luke's 100' by 150' lot was conveyed to the Parish on February 1,1895. The Chapel was ready for services by 
September 1895, followed shortly by the completion of the rectory. 

After fifteen years of dealing with facilities inadequate for a growing congregation, the members of the Parish were 
tired of being referred to "as that little mission chapel". At the time of the Chapel and Rectory's construction, the 
Parish, with a mind toward expansion of the complex, had wisely set the Chapel back at a considerable distance from 
the street . For a time, discussion centered around building a new Parish House on the undeveloped north side of St. 
Luke's lot, but Harry E. Davidson of Berry and Davidson architects talked the congregation into transforming the 
Chapel into a Parish Hall and building a new church adjacent to Brighton Avenue, instead. The resulting complex 
formed a U-shaped configuration complete with a recessed court yard with the appearance and "feeling" of being in 
16th century England rather than in Allston-Brighton at the dawn of the "Automobile Age." St . Luke's court yard plan 
is of special interest considering Davidson's involvement in the design of one of the earliest Tudoresque "court yard" 
plan apartment complexes in the northeast at Riverbank Court (now Ashdowne House) in Cambridge in 1900.The first 
church service in the new building was held on March 1, 1914. Built to accomadate 350 people, the beautiful Louis 
Comfort Tiffany & Co.stained glass window donated by Mrs. Gertrude E. Mumford for the chancel of the 1895 
Chapel, was "enlarged and transferred for the front wall of the new church". The church also contains a dozen or 
more windows by the Connick Studio of Boston as well as stained glass by other British and American artisans. The 
Chapel was transformed into a Parish House with "accomadations for the Sunday School, Guild, and in the basement 
a large dinning room and good kitchen for the use of the various organizations on festive occasions." 


The landscaping of the newly created court yard was also given considerable attention. St. Luke's historian Grace 
Whiting Myers notes that "an appeal was made for contributions towards new pews and for beautifying the grounds 
with hedges, small trees, shrubbery and walks. Forty-one vines to grow against the walls of the church had already 

O een given by Mr. Henry Waite Bigelow. The hedge about the church was planted by Mr. Duffield , himself (rector at 
the time of the church's construction) and Mrs Duffield planted all the vines in the little triangle between the church and 
the rectory , and together they planned the flower garden which still remains (in 1934)". (continued) 
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Turning to architects of residential buildings at Packard's Corner , Frederick A. Norcross is by far the most prolific of 
the apartment house designers working here during the first quarter of the 20th century. 

Active as an architect between c. 1890 and his death in 1929, Norcross, a Brighton native, designed numerous 
wooden dwellings in Allston during the 1890s as well as brick commercial and residential buildings in Roxbury, the 
South End and Beacon Hill's north slope where he built "tenement houses" for Jewish developers such as Max 
Bratkovsky, Louis Zreiman , Morris Segal and others-clients who may have provided him with introductions to the 
Allston -Brighton Jewish community when apartment building construction boomed after 1910. Examples of 
Norcross's work includes the Georgian Revival apartment s at 61-67 (see photo, Fig. 12) ; 71-73 and 
75-77 Brighton Avenue (1902-1903) and the Renaissance/Georgian Revival red brick and cast stone apartments 
at 1165-1177 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.8) (1909). By 1914 Norcross was involved in the 
design of several large apartment complex projects bordering Commonwealth Avenue, including: 1056/-1064; 
and 1121-1123; 1125-1127; 1131-1137 . The last mentioned group of apartments were owned by major 
Boston real estate figures including Loren D. Towle (1131-37), Abraham Kantor (1125-27) and Samuel Altman 
(1117-1121). 


The work of Gay and Proctor, architects of a number of Boston area turn-of -the-century suburban residences as well 
@everal Rennaissance /Chateauesque school buildings in Arlington , MA (including the Locke School) is represented at 

Packard's Corner and includes: Classical /Georgian Revival apartments at 57-59 Brighton Avenue (see photo, 
Fig. 11 ) (1910) and the Lindale Apartments at 100 Linden Avenue (see photo, Fig.16 ) (1912). 






Murdock Boyle, cited by Douglass Shand Tucci in Built in Boston, City and Suburbfor an outstanding 

group of fifteen red-brick connected houses at 1791-1821 Beacon Street, Brookline (1907) was also working in 
eastern Allston-Brighton during the first quarter of the 20th century. A Dorchester designer who also worked in the 
Back Bay, Boyle designed the Classical/Georgian Revival apartments at 1114-1132 Commonwealth Avenue 
(see photo, Fig.21) in 1913. In that year, Boyle provided designs for the Frederick Johnson House at 52 Bay 
State Road. 


Further research is needed on the careers of A.J. Carpenter Jr., S.S. Eisenberg, and L.P. Mc Carron architects of the 
Tudoresque apartments at 30/32 NReedsdale Street, the tan brick Classical Revival apartments at 1140-1156 
Commonwealth Avenue ( see photo, Fig.7) (1923) and the Georgian Revival apartments at 11-21 St. 
Luke's Road (1914), respectively. 


The Packard's Corner section was almost completely built up by 1930. By 1950, Allston -Brighton , with an area of 
just four square miles and a population of 70,000 had the highest density level of any of the city's outer suburbs. 
After World War I, Packard's Corner and other areas of Allston-Brighton suffered from the major problem of traffic 
congestion on two local east-west commuter arteries: Brighton Avenue-North Beacon Street and Commonwealth 
Avenue. So many accidents were occurring on Commonwealth Avenue, Olmsted's late Victorian Era carriage way that 
the local newspaper referred to it as "The Boulevard of Broken Limbs". (continued) 
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As the Brighton Item noted in 1948: "Something has to be done with Commonwealth Avenue, the broad and 
landscaped parkway that is perhaps Allston-Brighton's handsomest thoroughfare and undoubtedly its most lethal one. 
Multi-laned, well-paved, and alluring to the motorist made fretful by the cold molasses in Boston's ever cooking 
traffic jam, it is the Circe of highways." According to Brighton Historian William Marchione" the construction 
(during the 1950s) of Storrow Drive, a four lane highway linking North Brighton and North Station, the Soldiers’ 
Field Road extension , and the Massachusetts Turnpike Extension did the most to relieve the congestion problem." 


During the post war years, the Jewish community continued to grow in size and influence in these years as large 
numbers of Jews left crowded neighborhoods in the North End, West End and Roxbury neighborhoods of Boston. 
By 1950, Jews made up about 20 percent of Allston-Brighton's population and nearly half that of the Commonwealth 
Avenue section. 


During the 1950s and 1960s, the growth of three major Universities within and adjacent to Allston-Brighton 's 
boundaries resulted in the rapid growth of residents between the ages of 15 and 29. 
Allston-Brighton ceased to be a largely "family - oriented" . Allston -Brighton was (and still is) one of the 
Qe these schools look to provide off-campus housing when on-campus accomadations can not keep up 
ith the demand. 


Additionally, the number of elderly people residing at Packard's Corner and other apartment house districts in Allston 


-Brighton rose significantly after World War II. The 1930's directories, however, with many listings for what appears 
to be widows and retirees , indicates this area has long been an enclave of an older population. 
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Statement of Significance by__Edwa rd W. Goran 


The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Packard’s Corner Area 


Qualifies as area containing important Commonwealth Avenue streetscapes composed of 
architecturally significant c. 1900 to 1920 apartment buildings. Additionally, this area is significant 
as a major focus for the “motor car” industry during the early 20th century. Still extant is the 
Packard’s_ Building at 1079-1089 Commonwealth Avenue which was built to house 
Massachuestts Governor Alvan Fuller’s Packard Motor Car Company from designs provided 
by Albert Kahn in several stages between 1909 and 1930. Additionally, St. Luke’s and St. 


. Margaret’s Episcopal Church at 46 Brighton Avenue is noteworthy for its charming 


Jacobethan Revival design and fine collection of stained glass, including windows by Tiffany 
Frank Allen was the architect of its original rectory and chapel (1894, now a parish hall) while 
Berry and Davidson built the present church in 1913. Several early groups of apartment buildings 
built c. 1900 to 1910 are still extant within the boundaries of this area and include red brick bow 
front buildings at 57-59 Brighton Avenue (designed by Gay and Proctor), 61-67 and 71- 
77 Brighton Avenue which were designed by Frederick A. Norcross.This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Town-Boston, Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 1175 Soldiers Field Road 


Institute of Contemporary Art 





Historic Name 
Use: Present Undetermined 
Original Art Museum 


Date of Construction 1959-1960 


Source The Institute of Contemporary Art News, 11/30/1960 
Style/Form Modern 


Architect/Builder Saltonstall and Morton 


Exterior Material 


Foundation Concrete 


Wall Metal and Glass 


Roof flat-undeterminned surface 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) Intact 


Condition Good 


Moved fa yes no 


Acreage 


Setting The former ICA building is situated within the 

Charles River Reservation a few yards from the river's southern 
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BUILDING FORM 8063 


@RCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [__] see continuation sheet 


yi hat architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


According to an article in the ICA News (4/28/1960) ,The Institute of Contemporary Art at 1175 Soldiers 
Field Road, (see photo, Fig.1)"has uncommon architectural significance, achieving the appearance of a box within 
a frame by incorporating a new design theory for structural steel developed by Goldberg, LeMesurier & 
Associates. The engineering approach known as the "plastic theory" makes use of the plasticity of steel in adopting 
itself to the weight of the load and to even out the stresses to achieve maximum economy." 


This former ICA gallery is a rectangular structure 33 feet wide with a depth of 88 feet. This building's north and 
south walls are divided into seven bays by six steel enframents.It is raised on steel supports which rise to a height of 
12 feet.The three western- most bays are cantilevered over a moat spiraling in from the Charles River. Access to the 
main entrance is gained via a little bridge spanning the moat. In addition to the steel supports, the gallery rests on a 
two-bay component which contains a vestibule. The ground floor entrance is secondary to the main entrance which is 
located on the narrow west wall. 


The north facade is characterized by large glass bays interspersed between steel enframents, while the south facade 
exhibits is devoid of windows, its surfaces composed of Mo-Sai, an exposed aggregate slab made of concrete. The 
color and texture of the slab is controlled by the addition of quartz and color pigments. The end walls are faced with 
green ceramic brick. Superimposed over the brick are diamond-shapes composed of steel. On the river side of the 
building is a tree-shaded, circuitous system of paths designed by landscape architect Sidney Shurcliff. On the Soldiers 
Field Road side is parking space for 300 cars. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [] see continuation sheet 


i sciss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


Situated near the center of the Charles River Reservation bracketed by the Elliot and Western Avenue Bridges,the 
modern glass, metal and concrete structure at 1175 Soldiers Field Road is historically significant as the former home 
of the Institute for Contemporary Art. Built in 1959-1960 from designs provided by Saltonstall and Morton, 
this structure's period as an art gallery was brief, with the ICA vacating these premises in 1963. The structural 
consultants to the architects were Goldberg, Le Mesurier & Associates. Mrs. Ana Sebok, one of the very few women 
in the United States who was an expert in structural design, worked on the actual detailed design for the building. The 
grounds immediately surrounding this building were designed by Boston architect Sidney Shurcliff. 


The Charles River Reservation was a a key component of America's. first Metropolitan Park System. The important 
American landscape architect Charles Eliot (1859-1897) was responsible for the original design of the Charles River 
Reservation, and, indeed, was the mastermind behind the entire Metropolitan Parks System which commenced 
development during the 1890s. The development of the Charles River waterfront as a public park and recreation area 
represents a watershed in the history of Allston-Brighton. During the second half of the 19th century, "the bright and 
free meadows" of Brighton described by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and frequented (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Institute for Contemporary Art, continued 


for long walks by the Cambridgeport artist Washington Allston, had become a gritty shore lined with wharves, 
warehouses and industrial facilities by the 1890s. Additionally, it posed a serious threat to public health. According to 
an 1894 sanitary report, "the upper portion recieved the discharge from public sewers in Brighton and much refuse 
matter from the Abattoir, and the lower portion the discharge from many public sewers in Cambridge." By all accounts, 
sewerage matter was clearly visible on the sloping banks exposed at low tide. The reclamation of this blighted area for 
park land was an arduous process because of the opposition to this project by local industrialists and entrepreneurs. 


Charles Elliot (1860-1897), the "father of the Boston Metropolitan Parks System" was the son of Charles Eliot, the 
president of Harvard University. He recieved an undergraduate degree from Harvard University in 1882 and continued 
a course of study at the Bussey Institute in Jamaica Plain, at that time the only Harvard department dealing with 
agricultural and horticultural matters.In 1886, Elliot set himself up in a landscape architecture practice at. 9 Park Street 
Boston. Over the next few years his influence in regard to open space matters grew and in 1891 he set forth ideas that 
later lead to the organization of the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC). Elliot stated in an address to the 1891 
session of the general court that " the establishment of some central and impartial body capable of disregarding 
municipal boundaries and all local considerations, and empowered to create a system of public reservations for the 
benefit of the metropolitan district as a whole." On June 3, 1893, a Metropolitan Parks System became law. 


The Charles River Reservation is a key component within the larger MDC park system, the 78 acre tract of riverfront 
mend was acquired by the Commission in 1894. Its transformation from gritty industrial area to park land within the 

an of less than ten years represents a minor miracle that Elliot, unfortunately did not live to see. He died of 
meningitis, brought on by over work in March , 1897. The creation of the Charles River Reservation required the 
relocation of several local industries, including: Fuller and Son Lumber Co, next to the bridge to Watertown, Albert D. 
Henderson's coal dealership, Farrell, Nagle and Power's wool factory , Gooch's lumber yard and dock, as well as 
vacant parcels owned by members of the Hollis, Zoller, Bemis and Hill families. By 1899, a sea wall or "dyke" had 
been built along the river . The only path shown on atlases between 1899-1916 is a walk way that was located on top of 
the dyke. By 1899, a Speedway had been incorporated into the south side of the Charles River Reservation parallel and 
linked with Soldiers Field Road. 


Built in 1959-1960, the ICA building was designed by the Boston architectural firm of Saltonstall and Morton. 
Founded in 1936, The ICA, during the late 1950s, joined forces with the Metropolitan Boston Arts Center, a 
non-profit educational organization founded on December 8, 1958. The founders of the Arts Center envisioned an 
entire, nation-wide arts center that would provide a home for theater‘art and music. Lincoln Center , in Manhattan , was 
a product of this vision and for a brief time (1960-1963) Boston became the first city to come close to realizing such an 
ambitious plan for concentrating the arts at one location. For reasons that are unclear, the ICA opted to vacate its 
Soldiers Field Road galleries to return to Boston. In the mean time Sidney Shurtcliff, of the Boston landscape 
architecture firm of Shurcliff and Merrill, extensively redesigned the grounds around the art gallery building. He is said 
to have" plotted the ground for visual beauty through the retention of existing old trees and the planting and grouping of 
others. " Among the Shurcliff improvements to Elliot's Reservation was "a maze of beguiling circuitous walks". It is 
unclear if the existing parking lot was expanded as planned by Shurcliff. 
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Date(month/day/year) 


Town-Boston, Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 1420-1440 Soldiers Field Road 


Offices of the Superintendent of the Speedwa 





Historic Name 
Use: Present MDC offices 

Original offices 
Date of Construction 1895-1899 
Sources Brighton-Atlascsw Nuke the (nine pean ie 
Style/Form Shingle Style 
Architect/Builder | Undetermined 


Exterior Material 


Foundation Rubble stone 
Wall Wood Shingles 
Roof Asphalt Shingles 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures Garage 


Major Alterations (with dates) Very intact 


Condition Good 


Moved ry yes no 


Acreage 


Setting Situated on ample corner lot; major landmark at 


eastern entrance to Western Avenue Bridge. Across Soldiers Field 
Road is the Charles River Reservation. 


BUILDING FORM 8064 


@RCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [| see continuation sheet 


hp hata architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


The Metropolitan District Commission offices is located at 1420 Soldiers Field Road, on an ample , landscaped 
lot at the south eastern corner of Soldiers Field Road and Western Avenue. Originally the Office of the Superintendent 
of the Speedway, this structure is unique within the city of Boston as a structure that was built to serve as offices for 
a race track . Constructed c. 1895-1899, this building represents an artful blend of the Shingle, Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival styles, this structure's sprawling S-shaped form is of primary interest. The V -shaped center section 
of this structure opens on to the Charles River Reservation. Sheathed with wood shingles, this building is composed 
of four structural components ranging from | to 1.5 stories in height. The northeastern most component measures 
5-bays in width and is three-bays deep. Enclosed by an intersecting gable roof, its center entrance is unframed by 
Doric pilasters and a cornice headed entablature. To the right of this entrance is a double window with three- pane 
transoms. Above the entrance is a 2-bay gable with a small, rectangular three-pane window at the apex of the gable. 
The enframents on the east gable have been removed and replaced with brick infill. Low conically-capped, one-story 
"towers" soften the angles of the northeastern component's juncture with the one story, gable roofed connecting 
component linking the northeastern and center components. This connector's west wall is pierced by four windows. 
The center component measures six bays in width, exhibiting a wide center entrance that may have originally lead to a 
stable. This entrance is surmounted by a broad gable. A 4-bay western connector links the center and westen-most 
segments of this architecturally distinguished complex. A low, conically capped tower marks the transition from the 
connector to the segment containing the offices of the MDC. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [_] _ see continuation sheet 






iscuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The low, rambiing Shingle Style 1440 Soldiers Field Road (see photo, Fig.1 ) was built as the "House of 
the Superintendent of the Speedway" c.1895-1899. The Speedway was the successor horse racing track to Beacon 
Park, a half-mile track located at the present site of the Boston & Albany freight yards. Set out during the 1860s, 
Beacon Park was originally known as Riverside Park. The track was later doubled in size and renamed Beacon Park. 
The last race at Beacon Track was run in the early 1890s and in 1899 a new mecca for racing enthusiasts opened 
along the southern edge of the Charles River Reservation between the Eliot and Western Avenue Bridges.The new 
race track was called the Charles River Speedway and its base of operations was located in what are now MDC 
offices. The Superintendent of the Speedway's building also served as a club house but it remains undetermined as to 
the clientele and types of functions that were held in this building. The speedway remained a favorite recreation area in 
spite of financial difficulties during the Depression . As late as 1939, two to three thousand spectators crowded the 
Saturday and holiday matinees. A stable that was described as "a perfect home for the horses in its sanitary and model 
construction" was destroyed by a fire, killing 40 horses. Further research is needed to determine when the 
Metropolitan District Commission acquired this property. 
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Architectural Description, Offices of the Superintendent of the Speedway, continued 


The western most component is enclosed by intersecting gables. The main entrance is situated between the towered 
component and the 1.5-story western component. The entrance is surmounted by a semicircular small-paned fanlight. A 
Garage to the rear of the eastern-most component is a rectangular, wood shingle sheathed structure that is enclosed by a 
broad gable. Its main facade exhibits three garage bays. This structure appears to be contemporary with the MDC 
Building . 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 











AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
; Bosion at) * a + i 


3 : : “  * = 
Massachusetts Historical Commission S oper nItyn dauny a DP eed wool}. / UDC. 
re OoFEICSS 


220 Morrissey Boulevard A Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 
(ee) (EE 


Area Boundary © Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 > See attached photographs 











FORM B - BUILDING 


gd assachusetts Historical Commission 
oU Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 


(3"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white) 


Staple onto the left side of the form. Indicate the address 
of property on the back of photo. Indicate the roll and 
film number of the negative here on form. 


Roll Film number 


(ies 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map showing the property's location in relation 
the nearest cross streets and/or geographic features. 
ydicate all buildings between inventoried property and 

the nearest intersection(s). Indicate North. 


(Gee tat hes map) 


Edward W. Gordon 


Qorded by 


Organization De olen La uw kma aK C Damn S81 TP 


Date(month/day/year) 


Assessor' 


number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 
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Town-Boston, Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 20 Lothrop Street 


ictnricae Name James_J. Storrow School 
Use: Present Residential 
Original School 
Date of Construction 1926 
Source Brighton Item, August 14, 1926 
Style/Form Renaissance/Georgian Rev. U-shaped 


Architect/Builder Blackall and Elwell 


Exterior Material 


Foundation Stone, concrete 


Wall © brick with cast stone trim 
Roof flat 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) Porches added to rear of 
building-adapted for reuse as condominiums during the 1880s. 





(eC TsCck fotetete Le ee 
Moved lias yes no 


Acreage 40,913 sq. ft. 


Setting Situated in densely settled neighborhood of 
c. 1830s to early 1900s residences. 





BUILDING FORM 8065 


@RcCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [__] see continuation sheet 


eal architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


The James J. Storrow School is a U-shaped, brick building that was built in 1926. Rising to a height of 
two-stories and enclosed by a flat roof, this house represents a deft blend of the Renaissance, Georgian and Federal 
Revival styles. Situated at the corner of Waverly and Portsmouth Streets, this school's salient features 
include the elegant entrance enframents of its center and secondary entrances. Situated at the center of the 3-bay main 
facade, the front door is set within a graceful arch and opens on to a shallow porch which is sheltered by a cornice 
headed entablature supported by Corinthian columns. The entrances of its side wings exhibit identical entrance 
treatments. Particularly noteworthy are the Renaissance Revival window enframements of the wings 'second floor 
windows.Here, two windows are fully enframed and surmounted by segmental arches. The rear wall exhibits c. 
1980s wooden porches which speak to this buildings conversion to condominiums. 


ISLORIGRIGENARR ATIVE Mtl sce continuation sheet 





Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The James Storrow School was named in honor of early 20th century Republican politician James J. Storrow who 
lost the 1912 Boston mayoral campaign to John, "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald, the grandfather of President John F. 
Kennedy.Storrow and his wife were generous philanthropists whose financial assistance benefited the 
underprivileged of the city. The Storrow's helped fund the The Paul Revere Pottery, a crafts program for 
underprivileged young women that relocated from the North End to 88 Nottinghill Brighton in 1915.(see MHC 
Building Form #8071). The Storrow School was built in 1926 from designs provided by Blackall and Elwell. 
Clarence Blackall was Boston's leading theater architect during the first three decades of the 20th century. Blackall's 
work included the Colonial,Modern, Wilbur and Metropolitan (Wang Center) Theaters. He also designed the first 
steel frame "skyscraper" in the city, erecting the Winthrop Building at the corner of Washington and Water Streets in 
1894. Local examples of Blackall's work includes the Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church on Washington 
Street. 
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the Department of School Buildings, December 31, 1964, includes list of construction dates, architects, costs etc. 
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Organization 
Date(month/day/year) 


Town-Boston, Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 25 Travis Street 
Hictano Name David L. Barrett School 
Use: Present Commercial 
Original School 
Date of Construction 1933 
Source William P. Marchione-The Bull in the Garden 
Style/Form Art Deco 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior Material 
Foundation Concrete 
Wall _ brick w/cast stone trimmings 
Roof Flat 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


‘Major Alterations (with dates) Very intact 


Condition good 


Moved 4 yes no 


Acreage Less than one acre 





Setting Situated on large, L-shaped lot in mixed use area of 


residential and light industrial buildings, one block south of 
Western Avenue in north east Allston. 
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BUILDING FORM 8066 


@RcHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continuation sheet 


ee architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


The former David L. Barrett School Elementary School is a relatively rare Boston area example of an Art Deco school 
building. This boxy, rectangular building is constructed of dark red brick with cast stone trimmings. Rising to a 
height of 2.5 stories, this building is enclosed by a flat, tar and gravel roof. 


Overlooking a well-maintained front yard which is enclosed by a wrought iron fence, its main facade exhibits five 
large bays interspersed with six brick piers; these piers culminate at the roof line in cast stone trimmings.Near the top 
of each pier is a cast stone plaque exhibiting Deco floral and human forms.Much narrower brick piers separate the 
four windows within a bay. These piers culminate in narrow, angled and streamlined Art Deco cast stone ornament. 
This school building escapes being thoroughly symmetrical by the architect's treatment of the first bay from the south 
end of the main facade. Instead of the more usual four windows within a larger bay, the end bay is rendered as a solid 
brick wall with only three narrow windows piercing its facade. 


The side walls exhibit a single center bay with one window per floor and considerable expanses of brick work on 
either side.This bay is bordered by narrow piers which culminate in angled, cast stone Deco ornament. 


The center entrance is approached via two flights of granite steps which are located at either end of a concrete side 
walk.The most profuse Art Deco ornament appears within the center entrance bay; the front doors are set within 


WISTORICAL NARRATIVE Ree iidit GA thee 


@ |. the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The David I. Barrett Elementary School was built in 1933 to serve the children of North Allston. It was named for 
David L. Barrett, an Allston resident. During World War I, Barrett enlisted in the U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 5, 
known as the Harvard Unit. He was later transferred to Mobil Hospital No. 6 and, sadly, was gassed while serving 
with that unit .He died in Allston on November 6,1919. 


The David I. Barrett School's land was part of a large tract owned by Samuel Davis from the 1840s until at least 
1875. The Davis house was a substantial, L-shaped structure which faced the intersection of North Beacon Street and 
Western Avenue. Four stables were located at the rear of this property. By 1885, this lot was part of a 510, 084 
square foot tract owned by the prominent Brighton cattleman James A. Hathaway. This was one of many Hathaway 
parcels scattered about Brighton, with the main Hathaway House located at 35 Chestnut Hill Avenue. The 1885 Atlas 
shows Hathaway's North Allston tract divided into six proposed blocks bordered by streets named Rena, Kingsley 
and Bertram Streets; Rena Street later became known as Travis Street. By 1925, the future site of the Bennett School 
was part of a 28 lot development whose narrow lots look like they were intended for three deckers. These 
undeveloped lots were owned by the trustees of the James Hathaway estate. 
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Architectural Description, David I. Barret School, 25 Travis Street, continued 


marble enframements which exhibit incised letters reading: David I. Barrett School.Above this lettering is a steeped 
marble arch which is flanked by vertical, stylized cast stone Art Deco ornament. This ornament is repeated at the tops of 
the entrance bay's piers. In contrast to the vertical ornamental accents, a horizontal belt course of rusticated cast stone 
seperates the basement from the first floor. 


Historical Narrative David I. Barrett School, continued 

The David L. Barrett School provides a physical link with Allston-Brighton during the Depression Era.It represents one 
of several Works Progress Administration Projects instituted by Mayor James Michael Curley under the provisions of 
Franklin D. Roosevelts New Deal. A library and two school were constructed in Allston-Brighton in the 1931-1933 
period, including the Faneuil Library at Oak Square (1931), the Thomas A. Edison Jr. High School (1932) as well as 
the Barrett School. 


According to William P. Marchione in the Bull in the Garden, Allston-Brighton fared better than the majority of 
communities in America during the Great Depression.Marchione notes that "significantly, the population of (cont'd) 
Allston-Brighton continued to increase in the depression years, rising by an impressive 16 percent between 1930 
and1935. This growth of population evidences the desireability of the Allston-Brighton neighborhood in that era of 
general distress.One measure of the relative prosperity of Allston-Brighton during these years of hardship was the state 
@. the local construction industry. Accoding to Marchione, "Houses were still being built in fairly impressive numbers 

nil the 1930 to 1934 period-some 50 a year. Prior to the economic crisis, however, the rate had been much higher, 
nearly 200 a year. This decline in construction represented a serious hardship for the large number of contractors, 
artisans and laborers who lived in Allston -Brighton. However the fact that any construction was going on in a period 
when 10 million Americans were unemployed and businesses were collapsing left and right suggests that 
Allston-Brighton was relatively well off in the depression years." Certainly the contract to build a large institutional 
structure like the David I. Barrett School, thanks, in part, to Mayor Curley's friendship with FDR, helped to keep a 
number of local men employed for the better part of 1933. 
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Statement of Significance by___ Edward W. Gardon 
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David L. Barrett School 


Qualifies as relatively rare Boston area example of an Art Deco public elementary school. Built in 
1931 at25 Travis Street from designs provided by architect George N. Jacobs, it was named 
in honor of Allston resident David L. Barrett who was was killed while serving with the United 
States Army in Europe during World War I.This area meets criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
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Town-Boston Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 279 North Harvard Street 


Hill Memorial Baptist Church 





Historic Name 
Use: Present church 
Original same 
Date of Construction 1903 
Source Brighton Item, August 1,1903 
Style/Form Shingle Style 
Architect/Builder 


Exterior Material 


Foundation Stone 


Wall wood shingle 
Roof intersecting gables 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) Very intact 


Condition good 


Moved [aa] yes no 


Acreage less than one acre 





Setting Situated directly on street. Overlooks major north-south 
traffic artery. Hedges border eastern and northern edges of its lot. 
Ample rear at and side (south) yards.Surrounded by mid to 
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@RCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [_] see continuation sheet 


Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


The Hill Memorial Baptist Church at 279 North Harvard Street (see Fig.1 ) is an unusual example of 
an ecclesiastical building that combines elements of the Shingle and Late Gothic Revival styles. It is one of the very 
few wooden church structures in Allston-Brighton. This church is characterized by a Latin-Cross plan with a 
distinctive square tower at its southeast corner. Indeed, this 58' tower is a major landmark in North Allston and 
particularly on North Harvard Street.This building is sheathed with wood shingles and rises 2.5 stories from a full 
basement to a gable roof.The main facade exhibits stands with its east gable facing the street; an entrance porch is 
situated between the tower and a projecting one story bay.The small, open entrance porch exhibits posts which 
support a gable roof. The roof's barge boards extend past the eaves of the roof slopes. Above the main entrance is a 
large, pointed arch window which contains quatrefoil tracery within the apex of the arch. To the left of this window is 
the tower which derives its compelling presence from its square, wood shingle covered form which culminates in a 
pyramidal roof cap. Particularly unusual are the tapered buttresses which appear at each of its corners; buttresses are 
more typical of masonry Gothic Revival churches . Visually, the breath of the square tower 's walls, large scale of its 
louvered pointed arch windows , projecting corner buttress and rough textures of its wood shingles provides the 
Hill Memorial Methodist Church with a solidity and substance that approaches that of a masonry structure. Other 
noteworthy features include the large , pointed arch stained glass windows of the upper walls of the north and south 
transepts.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 


Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The story of the Baptists in Brighton dates to at least the1820s when Nathaniel Griggs, one of the founders of the 
Congregational Church urged the establishment of a Baptist Church as early as 1827.At that time , a small group of 
Baptists were living in the community.By the 1850s, the Baptists were numerous enough to support a separate 
establishment. Eleven persons gathered for the first meeting of the new Baptist Society on October 21,1855 in Union 
Hall at the intersection of Cambridge and North Beacon Streets at Union Square.The first minister, the Reverend 
Joseph M. Graves, played a central role in organizing the congregation. In 1857, the Brighton Avenue Baptist Church 
was built on the site of the present Union Square Fire Station. This handsome church, with its tall steeple and 
Italianate elements , was for many years the major landmark at Union Square. Its Post World War II disappearance 
from the scene represents a major loss to the historic built environment of the community and it is for this reason 
alone, that it is important to insure the preservation of the Hill Memorial Baptist Church as a physical link with 
Allston-Brighton's turn-of-the-century Baptist community. 


The beginnings of the Hill Memorial Baptist Church date to 1895 when prayer meetings conducted by a Fred Bates 
were held in the unused Riverside Hotel (location?). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES a see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897, 1909,1916,1925 
Marchione, William, The Bull and the Garden (1986) 
Brighton Item, "Hill Memorial Baptist Church Dedicated", August 1,1903. 


[rca] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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Architectural Description, Hill Memorial Baptist Church, 279 North Harvard Street, continued 


In addition to the wood shingle covering, the roof of the nave possess a Shingle Style sensibility in the sweep of its 
slopes over the side aisles. Projecting from the eastern most segment of its north wall is a one -story polygonal bay. To 
the west of the transcept is a polygonal apse with small windows situated on the north and south walls, just below the 
eaves of the roof. A trio of small triangular windows appear at the center of each roof slope. 


The only major changes to the Hill Memorial Baptist Church is the addition of a full length brick chimney at the 
northwest corner of the building and the replacement of what were original slate shingles with modern asphalt 
shingles. A Brighton Item article dated August 1,1903, notes that "the exterior will be shingles and stained and the 
roof-slated. 

The Brighton Item article notes that "the inside finish will be in natural woods, with hard wood trestles overhead and 
leaded glass in the windows." 


Historical Narrative, Hill Memorial Baptist Church, continued 


At the turn-of -the-century, services were held in a store on Western Avenue until the present church was built in 1903. 
The church's land was donated to the church by George A. Hill and his sister Miss Georgia A. Hill. The Hills had 
farmed a long rectangular tract of land on the west side of North Beacon Street since at least the mid-1870s. 


@iis figured prominently in the events leading up to Little Cambridge's (Brighton) independence from Cambridge in 
1807.In 1806, Aaron Hill was part of a committee appointed by the Cambridge town meeting "to confer with such 
persons as may be appointed by the Legislature that the South Parish in this town be set off as a separate 
town.Additionally, Benjamin Hill served on Brighton's first Board of Selectmen. 


The Hills donated 13,000 square feet to the Baptists on the condition that they erect a chapel called the Hill Chapel in 
memory of their father, Deacon Samuel Hill.The events which followed the Hill's offer of free land unfolded in a rather 
peculiar manner. 


The Baptists of Allston refused to accept the donated land but the Baptist Sunday School Association accepting the 
generosity of the Hill family. In 1897, the Baptist s purchased the Sunday school of the Congregationalists on Western 
Avenue for $2,000.00, moving it to the Hill land. The Sunday Seine putea was remodeled and its first classes were 
held in April, 1898 with 40 students in attendance. 


The Hill Memorial Baptist church's corner stone was laid in July, 1903. It is not clear if the Sunday school structure 


was incorporated into the church's structure.In addition to the sanctuary which had a balcony that could seat 100), this 
church was built to contain committee rooms. The Hill Memorial Baptist Church continues to thrive in Allston. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
ica) 
Check all that apply: 
0 Individually eligible © Eligible only in a historic district 
0 Contributing to a potential historic district 1 Potential historic district 
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Statement of Significance by__Edward W: Gardah 


© The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Hill Memorial Baptist Church 


Built in 1903 , The Hill Memorial Baptist Church at 279 North Harvard Street is an 
unusual example of an ecclesiastical building that combines elements of the Shingle and Late 
Gothic Revival styles. It is one of the very few wooden church structures in Allston-Brighton.This 
property meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 


(Ree 











FORM B - BUILDING Assessor' number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 


os assachusetts Historical Commission aes ine ery 8068 
©J Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 


(3"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white) 


Staple onto the left side of the form. Indicate the address 
of property on the back of photo. Indicate the roll and 
film number of the negative here on form. 


Roll Film number 


Kearse ideal 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map showing the property's location in relation 
s the nearest cross streets and/or geographic features. 
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the nearest intersection(s). Indicate North. 


(see attached map) 


@reesty Edward W. Gordon 


Organization Comm issi 
omm o 
Date(month/day/year) 9 


Bosron landMarks ; 


Town-Boston Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 925 Commonwealth Avenue 
Commonwealth Armo 





Historic Name 
Use: Present Boston University facility 
Original Armory 
Date of Construction 1914-1915 
Source Brighton Item, August 22, 1914 
Style/Form Tudor Revival 
Architect/Builder | James Mc Laughlin 
Exterior Material 


Foundation Stone 


Wall _ brick and stone trimmings 


Roof Slate shingles 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) East addition dates to 
c.1950s. 1915 building is very intact. 





Condition good 


Moved la yes no 


Acreage 





Setting Situated on Boston University campus between 
Massachusetts Turnpike extension and Commonwealth Avenue.To 
the west is the former Braves Field, now Boston University’s 


i Ty towers c pus 








BUILDING FORM 8068 


@RCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continuation sheet 


aah architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


Situated at the northeast corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Harry Agannis Way, the Commonwealth Armory 
(see photos, Fig.1) at 925 Commonwealth Avenue is a formidable, towered, Tudor Revival brick and stone 
trimmed structure which possesses a T-shaped form. It is one of two large armories located within the city of 

Boston. Although its fortress-like qualities are not as pronounced as those of the Medieval Revival, castle-like First 
Corps of Cadets Armory at Park Square (1890s), the Commonwealth Armory nevertheless possesses Tudoresque 
fortress-like features including a draw bridge -like brick and cast stone bridge which spans a moat-like depression. 
This bridge provides access to the main entrance on the south wall of the tower; the tower with its butress-like piers . 
and stepped parapet contributes to this buildings fortress -like appearance. This building is composed of four 
structural components: 2.5-story the flat roofed ,towered component adjacent to Commonwealth Avenue measuring 
8-bays in width,with a depth of 2-bays; the long , rectangular, 1.5 story center segment whose broad brick south 
gable rises from behind the flat roof of the component bordering Commonwealth Avenue; a 1.5-story north wing with 
a width of 8-bays and 9-bays bordering Agannis Way and ac.1950s brick addition which exhibits four -bays to the 
east of the tower and 16-bays bordering a parking lot on the east side of the armory. In general, the three original 
components’ walls are divided into bays by cast stone-trimmed brick piers; on the main facade,these piers rise from 
the basement to the sill course of the third floor windows. On the west wall, the piers are carried above the roof line. 
The main facade's basement exhibits a tall, broad and arched entrance edged with cast stone. Pairs of small narrow 
basement windows pierce the main facade. The tower rises to a height of six stories; the two lower floor are below the 
grade of Commonwealth Avenue. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [_] _ see continuation sheet 


Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


Built in 1914-1915, the Commonwealth Armory was built as a military training center. It was built to house two gun 
sheds, a large main riding hall that was located at the center of the building as well as a secondary riding hall and 
stables at the rear of the building. The Commonwealth Avenue side of the building contained living quarters for 
enlisted men and a "head house". Construction on this project began in the spring of 1914, with the foundation 
nearing completion in August of that year. The building was completed by the summer of 1915. The architect of the 
Commonwealth armory was James E. Mc Laughlin, architect of the Charlestown Municipal Building(1915) at City 
Square.The builder was J.J. Prindiville of South Framingham for whom the Prindiville commercial block at the north 
east corner of Harvard Avenue and Brighton Avenue was named.According to the Real Estate Notes column in the 
Brighton Item dated August 22., 1914, the R.D. Kimball Co. of Boston installed the heating apparatus and 
Richardson and Hall of 85 Water Street, Boston were the electricians. 


During the late 19th century, the Armory parcel was part of Ebenezer Francis' extensive land holdings. By 1899, it 
was part of Charles U. Cotting extensive tract bordering the Charles River. From c. 1905 to 1913, the armory land 
was part of the Allston Golf Club owned by the Francis heirs and Charles Francis Adams IJ; a golf course which 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES Ea see continuation sheet 


Brighton Maps/Atlases: 1875,1885,1899,1909,1916,1925 
The Brighton Item, August 22,1914, p.4, col.3 


Saltzman, Nancy Lurie, The Architecture of Boston University, 1985 


Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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Architectural Description, Commonwealth Armory, continued 


The main entrance is reached via a segmental arched brick and cast stone trimmed bridge with key stones characterized 
by large plaque bearing American eagles carved in high relief. The front door is flanked by story piers measuring a 
single bay in width and a single bay in depth. Surmounting the front door are 6-arched panels containing shield motifs 
carved in high relief. The tower is enlivened by cast stone string courses .Typical of the Tudor style, the tower 
culminates in a stepped parapet ornamented with plaques exhibiting shield motifs. 


In general, the first floor windows of the main and west facades are set high on the wall ; the tops of the three windows 
within each bay follow the curve of the arched cast stone lintels. The main facade's third floor exhibits groups of four 

standard size windows.Above the third floor windows is a low brick and cast stone trimmed parapet. Set back from the 
flat roof of the Commonwealth Avenue component is a brick gable containing a broad, low segmental arched window. 


Situated at the southwest corner of the main facade is a two-story modified tower which exhibits three first and second 
floor which are enframed by cast stone foldings. Appearing in groups of three, these windows exhibit incised, square 
apron panels between the first and second floors of the Commonwealth avenue facade. Arched windows appear at the 
third floor. Above the second floor is a stepped and arched parapet ornamented with bands of cast stone and shield 
motifs. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


~D 


Check all that apply: 


DO Individually eligible Eligible only in a historic district 
(1) Contributing to a potential historic district J Potential historic district 


Criternas > A i Bo iC OD 
Criteria Considerations: A 2B CF El De CSE “ERE. -EIsG 


Statement of Significance by_Edward w. Gorden 
® The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Commonwealth Armory 


Qualifies as well-designed example of early 20th century armory building. Designed by James L. 
Mc Laughlin, a Boston architect responsible for the Charlestown Municipal Court House at City 

~ Square (1915) and other public buildings.This building was constructed at 925 Commonwealth 
Avenue in 1914-1915 by J.J. Prindiville, a South Framingham builder. Overtime this building 
has housed a military training facility, the Boston Flower Show and more recently as office space 
for Boston University.This property meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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Photograph 


(3"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white) 


Staple onto the left side of the form. Indicate the address 
of property on the back of photo. Indicate the roll and 
film number of the negative here on form. 


Roll Film number 


(Bll ica aad 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map showing the property's location in relation 
whe nearest cross streets and/or geographic features. 
Micate all buildings between inventoried property and 

the nearest intersection(s). Indicate North. 


(see dttached mep) 


Qa away eordon se 


Town-Boston Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 855-861 Commonwealth Avenue 
H.K. Noyes &Son, Inc. (Noyes, Buick Co. 





Historic Name 
Use: Present Boston University College of Fine Arts 
Original Automobile company 
Date of Construction 1919 
Source Suffolk County atlases 
Style/Form Tudor /industrial rectangular 
Architect/Builder | Arthur Bowditch 
Exterior Material 
Foundation Concrete 
Wall cast stone 
Roof flat 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) Exterior is intact-adapted 
fore reuse as university building during the 1960s. 


Condition Good 


Moved jana yes no 


Acreage 


Setting Situated close to street. Part of Boston University's 
linear campus along the Charles River. 


Organization Bestin ba G PERSIE mate co ee ence a 


Date(month/day/year) 


BUILDING FORM 8069 


@RcHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [_] _ see continuation sheet 


Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


The Boston University School of Fine Arts building at 855-861 Commonwealth Avenue (see 
photo, Fig. 1 ) is a rectangular, 5-story building which is sheathed in cast stone materials. This boxy structure 
exhibiting an 11-bay main facade with 5-bay side walls is bounded by a parking lot and small triangular park to the 
east, the Massachusetts Turnpike extension to the north and the Boston University College of Basic Studies to the 
west. Architecturally, the Boston University School of Fine Arts is a key component of the University's linear 
campus bordering the Charles River.This building is characterized by an industrial aesthetic tempered by the Gothic 
Revival elements at its main entrance and parapet; this industrial aesthetic is evident in its straight forward and rigidly 
geometric rectangular form . Additionally , its planar wall surfaces are devoid of excrescences, with the exception of 
windows sills .The repetition of upper floor windows, with two windows at each corner and remaining bays each 
containing three windows further promotes a utilitarian sensibility above the first floor. Originally containing 
automobile show rooms, the first floor is illuminated by broad, arched windows which have been covered over with 
concrete block in fill. These arches spring from cast stone piers exhibiting square ornamental plaques near the top of 
each pier. The window arches are accented by small cast stone tabs. The main entrance is marked by a stepped 
molding.Separating the ground floor from the second floor is a continuous sill course with tab accents identical to 
those of the arches.This building culminates in a low parapet which is enlivened by plaques placed at the corners and 
center of the facades ; these plaques extend a few inches above the parapet and present a vaguely Tudor Revival 
appearance. 


ene NARRATIVE [ ] see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The historical significance of the Boston University School of Fine Arts lies in its historical associations with 
Boston's early 20th century "auto mile" which stretched from Kenmore Square to Packard's Corner. Lined with 
motor car dealerships and businesses providing automobile-related services and products, this university building 
started out as the H. K. Noyes Buick Company in 1919. It was built from designs provided by Arthur 
H.Bowditch.Active as an architect from the 1890s until his death in 1941, Bowditch's best known works include 
Boston's Old South Building. Hotel Somerset, Lenox Hotel and the Essex Hotel. 


During the late 19th century, the site of the Boston University School of Fine Arts at 855-861 Commonwealth 
Avenue was owned by the estate of Ebenezer Francis, one of several large parcels owned by Francis, bordering the 
Allston-segment of the Commonwealth Avenue extension. By 1899, the school's parcel was part of a 1,521,1554 
square foot Charles U. Cotting-owned tract bordering the Charles River. By 1909, this parcel was part of the 
Allston Golf Club. The Noyes company building was constructed between 1917 and 1924. Buicks were sold here 
until the early 1940s. After the war, this building was occupied by United Distributors Inc. and Clark and White Inc. 
It was adapted for reuse as Boston University 's School of Fine Arts during the 1960s. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [a] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1875,1885,1899,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories, 1919,1920,1930,1940,1945,1950,1960,1965 
Boston Landmarks Commission, "Part II- Fenway Inventory Forms" 
Saltzman, Nancy Lurie, The Architecture of Boston University, 1985 


[ea] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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Photograph 


(3"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white) 


Staple onto the left side of the form. Indicate the address 
of property on the back of photo. Indicate the roll and 
film number of the negative here on form. 


Roll Film number 


(all lms a 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map showing the property's location in relation 
BR. 


@:. nearest cross streets and/or geographic features. 
icate all buildings between inventoried property and 
the nearest intersection(s). Indicate North. 


(See Atrached Way) 


@ by Edward W. Gordon 


Ceca aston Lau rk 2 MMISS} 


Date(month/day/year) 


Town-Boston, Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address _ Edison School,60 Glenmont Street 
ep eyietn Np te Thomas A. Edison Intermediate School 
Use: Present School 


Original same 


Date of Construction 1932 


Source Brighton Item, November 15,1932 
Style/Form Art Deco 
Architect/Builder Albright and Blaney 


Exterior Material 


Foundation Concrete 


Wall Stone 
Roof Flat 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 


Major Alterations (with dates) Very intact 


Condition ggg <= wune es. oe News Wenn cee tes eves 
Moved eau yes no 


Acreage 2 acres 


Setting Situated on residential side street line with c1930s 
and 1940s suburban residences 





BUILDING FORM 8070 


@RcHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continuation sheet 


sg Bae architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 


Built in 1932, the Thomas A. Edison School at 60 Glenmont Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) ranks among 
the finest examples of an Art Deco institutional building in the Boston area .Bordering the campus of St. John's 
Seminary, on the north, and overlooking a street of early 20th century Craftsman and Colonial Revival dwellings, this 
school benefits from its proximity to extensive open space.It was built in 1931-1932 from designs provided by the 
Boston architectural firm of Albright and Blaney. 


This school is composed of back-to-back U - and E-shaped forms. The U-shaped segment faces Glenmont Road, its 
wings forming a shallow, open court yard at the front of the building. The E-shaped segment of this building features 
three wings which project into the school yard. Rising 2-stories from a full , limestone-faced basement, to a flat roof, 
this school's main facade is constructed of light red brick with limestone trimmings. A local newspaper account 
written just prior to the commencement of its construction noted that "the exterior work will be of monumental, 
modernistic design" The main facade exhibits center and subordinate pylons composed of solid limestone. The center 
pylon contains the main entrance which is reached via broad flight of stairs. The tall shoulder blocks bordering these 
stairs support original , ornate, bronze lighting fixtures. The bronze entrance doors are surmounted by a tall transom 
which culminate in a deeply recessed arch. The center pylon is flanked by 6-bay red brick, limestone trimmed 
facades. Projecting from the main facade are wings . The Glenmont Road elevations of these 

wings exhibit subordinate pylons which exhibit bronze entrance doors. Piercing the pylon, above these secondary 
entrances are tall and narrow windows.The rear walls overlooking the school yard feature more plain and utilitarian 
surface treatments. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [eal see continuation sheet 





@...; the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The Thomas A. Edison Intermediate School (see photo, Fig.1,2 ) was built in 1931-1932 at 60 
Glenmont Street from designs provided by the Boston architectural firm of Albright and Blaney. Costing in 
excess of $650,000.00, it was built to house 40-classrooms, an auditorium, gymnasium, cafeteria, boys and girls 
shop,and domestic science rooms. The school was built under the direction of Louis K. Rourke of the Department of 
School Buildings. According to an article in the Brighton Item dated March 21,1931,this school ranked among the 
first public school buildings in the Commonwealth and possibly the country, to have large wall lockers recessed into 
corridor walls rather than the then universal practice of having narrow wardrobe rooms adjacent to class rooms. 
Administration offices were placed at the center of the building and corridors were described as being "spacious and 
well lighted." The ground floor originally contained domestic science and cooking rooms, millinery and sewing 
rooms for girls and wood working, sheet metal, printing , and electrical shops for boys. Dedicated on November 15, 
1932 with 300 people in attendance, this school was named in honor of Thomas Alva Edison of West Orange, New 
Jersey and Fort Meyers, Florida. He was the inventor of the electric light bulb, phonograph and many other 
inventions. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [| see continuation sheet 


Boston School Department Records, City Document No. 20, Annual Report of the Superintendent of Construction of 
the Department of School Buildings, December 31, 1964, includes list of construction dates, architects, costs etc. 


Brighton Item, 3/21/1931 "Start to be Made on Another Beautiful School Building" 


ra Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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() Individually eligible O Eligible only in a historic district 
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Statement of Significance by__Edwetd wi. Gordo 
Gs The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Thomas A. Edison Intermediate School 


Built the year after the great inventor died, The Thomas A. Edison School ranks among the 
finest Art Deco buildings in the City of Boston. Built in 1932 at 60 Glenmont Road, it was 

- designed by the Boston architectural firm of Albright and Blaney.Particularly noteworthy are its 
well preserved, original brass out door lighting fixtures. This property meets criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places 


7/92 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community MA Property Address 
| oh, Allston -Gr-ghba [Tho Ed. 201 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 
[__] [2040 


Teomas A. ecisor 
ge HIGH scMooL 


Area Boundary O Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 , See attached photographs 








FORM B - BUILDING Assessor' number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 


eo. Historical Commission fees ex 807 1 
Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Town-Boston, _Massachusetts 





Place (neighborhood or village) Allston-Brighton 


Address 88 Nottinghill Road 





Photograph HictoriaaeNamec Paul Revere Pottery Works 
(3"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white) Use: Present Residential 

Staple onto the left side of the form. Indicate the address SY vm de 

of property on the back of photo. Indicate the roll and Original Institutional 


film number of the negative here on form. 


Date of Construction 1915 


Roll Film number 


Source Brighton Item 


ae er Style/Form Craftsman 


Architect/Builder Edith Brown and Edith Guerrier 
Sketch Map 


Draw a map showing the property's location in relation Exterior Material 
wthe nearest cross streets and/or geographic features. 
icate all buildings between inventoried property and 


; : é 1 stone 
the nearest intersection(s). Indicate North. Foundation 


Wall — stucco 


Roof itersecting gables 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A 
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BUILDING FORM 8071 


@kcwirecTuRAL DESCRIPTION [_] see continuation sheet 


Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 


the community. 


Situated on the highest land in Allston-Brighton, the Paul Revere Pottery at 88 Nottinghill Road (see 
photo, Figs. 1 ) is architecturally significant as an interesting blend of the Craftsman and Bungalow styles 
popular in the United States during the first quarter of the 20th century. This stucco-parged structure's still-ample lot, 
with its mature trees provides a glimpse of this area's rusticity before extensive house construction during the late 
1910s and '20s. Built in 1915, articles written at the of the Pottery's opening describe its architecture as being "of 
the Bungalow type. Possessing a rambling, irregular form, this building is constructed of cement with smooth 
stucco finishes. Rising two stories to intersecting gables, access to this house is afforded by a small, enclosed porch 
at its 2-bay southeast gable. Its Nottinghill Road facade exhibits 6-bays, with a tripartite wall dormer continuing 
through its roof line. Projecting from the northwest corner of its rear wall is a large 5-bay, double pile rectangular 
wing. Inspection of the back yard may reveal evidence of the kiln that was located on this lot. 


ae NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 


iscuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of 
the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 


The Paul Revere Pottery Guild Works at 88 Nottingham Road (see photo, Fig.1 _) is of major local, 
state and national significance as part of the settlement house movement that flourished in this country from the 1890s 
until World War II. The Paul Revere Pottery Guild was founded in 1908 by Mrs. James J. Storrow and others as the 
pottery group of the Saturday Evening Girls (SEG) club. SEG was organized in 1899 to provide poor women of 
North End immigrant families the opportunity to broaden their moral, intellectual and social horizons as well as to 
provide an outlet for artistic expression that might otherwise remain unexplored. Born at the North Bennett Street 
Industrial School in Boston's North End, the SEG club continued for seventy years until its final meeting in 1969. 
The design of the pottery works in Brighton is credited to Edith Brown, artist and illustrator of children's books and 
Miss Edith Guerrier, librarian and leader of the SEG club. The Pottery benefited from the generosity of Mrs. Helen 
Osborn Storrow , wife of the early 20th century Boston political figure and philanthropist James J.Storrow. 
According to Barbara Maysles Kramer, Paul Revere Pottery authority and daughter of Saturday Evening Girl Ethel 
Epstein Maysles (1895-1973), Mrs. Storrow's "interest in the club grew naturally out of her family's interest in 
social issues. Her relatives were Women's Rights leaders Martha Coffin Wright and Lucretia Mott. Her brother, 
Thomas Mott Osborne was in the forefront of prison reform." (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES aa see continuation sheet 


Brighton Maps/Atlases: 1875,1885,1899, 1909,1916,1925 

Briten Item, November 27, 1915, "The Pottery" 

Brighton Item, December 18, 1914, "Pottery Opened" 

Kramer, Barbara Maysles, "Saturday Evening Girls And the Paul Revere Pottery", STYLE 1900:The quarterly 
Qu of the Arts and Crafts Movement. Fall 1995, Volume 8 Number 4. 


eae] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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Historical Narrative, Paul Revere Pottery, continued 


Her husband, James Jackson Storrow was a leading advocate of progressive reform in turn-of-the-century Boston." 
Mrs. Storrow was also active in the promotion and funding of the Girls Scouts during the 1910s. In 1915,the Pottery 
moved from inadequate quarters at Hull House in the North End to the most elevated terrain in Brighton.The Pottery 
was built on a lot that had been part of the J. M. Pierce heirs land in the 1870s, with the Pierce house situated near the 
Pottery building. During the late 1890s, this lot was part of a 114- lot tract owned by the Westmoreland Land Co. 

By 1909, the Pottery's lot was part of a 28-lot undeveloped sub-division owned by a Joseph E. Barlow. 


In 1915, Mrs. Storrow bought three acres atop Notting Hill in Brighton and "built an "English -style cottage" designed 
by the two Ediths." This structure house the Paul Revere Pottery and its sales room, provided space for a new school 
of Ceramics and afforded living quarters for Miss Guerrier and Miss Brown. Ready for occupancy by the late Fall of 
1915,the Pottery's first floor contained the packing room, modeling room, inspection room,laboratory, painting and 
drawing room.The second room contained space for functions, a kitchenette and care takers quarters. 


Miss Edith Brown, the Superintendent of the Pottery was the chief designer at Paul Revere Pottery. Miss Brown 
"created the charming animals, flowers, ships and woodland scenes generally found in decorated pieces of SEG 
pottery. ...Today Miss Brown's designs are recognizable as SEG pottery by looking for the characteristic black 
outlines, rustic scenes and color so reminiscent of the Arts and Crafts style." 


etween 1908 and 1942 the Paul Revere Pottery produced thousands of pieces. They were sold at the SEG Bowl 


hop on Hull Street, at their own shop on Boylston Street near Copley Square, at their Notting Hill sales room, and in 
many other stores and gift shops. The Pottery was adapted for reuse as a private home after World War II. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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